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CURI(UNT ITEMS IN VIEl TRADE.

B USINESS in stationery. outside f the
Cbristmas trade, wbich is as active as

fi ever has been, is lni a goad shape, and a

pleasing feature cf it is the increased de-

mand for bigh-grade writing statiancry. It

bas bcen noticed for some time that the

public wcre gradually taking mare of the

hest gauds and disrcgarding thc chexp-er

fines that for a long time formed tht great

bultz af thc trade. But thc growth of ibis

demand 15 vcry noticeable this Fail. l>er-

haps. as a rccailer believed, it is due ta the

uncommanly taking papeteries that are naw

an thc maurket, but it is preferable ta tbink

that thc people bave been educated up ta

tbe paint of desiring the best and mast

artistic stationery, and that they will con.

tinue ta use these gaods. Ont cf the whole-

salers put out a fine ai chcap. higbly.calored

note ihis season that flot many years ago

wouid bave had an immense sale. but it

fell fiai, and even among tht smail country

places whcre, as a rule, the cheap, gaads

seli best, it was nat taken, plain white paper

bing preferrcd.

A MONG the new lm*... af fancy writing

statiancr there is an English rep-

tinished paper that bas a gaad chance ai

becoming a leader. Tht paper is very

light and Xives the appearance af a coarse

wood fibre or straw-plait finish. The calars

arc in light blue and white. The envelopes

are af the papular waltet shape and tht

gaods. besides bcing niccly boxed. are tied

in fancy satin ribban. The name cf ibis

statianery is IlQueen's Damask.- and it

retails. with good profit, ai Soc.

MORE attention is being païd ta,

M children's fancy statiancry than

usual. with tht resuit that a numbra

attractive and. I understand, quick-selling

lincs can be abtained. Nearly ail af tbem

arc decorated in the corners af the sheets

with colared pictures cf brawnies. animais,

flewers. etc. Tht stationer is ruled. a

desirable feature lin childrens notepaper.

and tht envclopes are about baîf the site

af the ardinary. These gaads are likely

ta self weil for the Christmas trade.

ABOUTI the hest baxed wrlting station-
try an Uic market is given no name

but what the picturcs an the covers suggest.

The principal sites are elephant quatao and

octave. Tht boxes are flat, and the cavers

arc beatitiful art phatogravures fromn life.

Twa af thcm, 14Tht Honeymaon I and

-Tbe Fairy Tale." are in immense de-

mand, but tht other pictures, IlThe

Chair," -The Blind Flower Girl," etc.,

make aise very handsome cavers. For the

Christnias trade. these will selu wcii amang

the best buyers, for they are rather ex-

pensive gaods. $2.5o being. 1 beieve, tht

retail price. That is. hawever, giving a

goad big profit ta, the retaller. But there is

a great deai cf statioey in them in twa or

thiree tints. and they arc worth the price.

They make a splendid exhibit in a store

and will seli themselves. The statianery is

ni tht highest class.

B LUE. white, cicam and ight grey are

the seliinR shades. Tht last unakes

an uncommonly handsame writing paper

and is likely ta bc even more popialar than

at present. A fauit faund with many af tht

dark blue shades is that whcn tht wtt ink

15 blotted tht impression leit is very faint

and it is sametimes hard ta sead. This cani-

nat be said af tht grcy paper, which pro-

vides a background for the ink that shows

it up as weil as white or cream. Some cf

the darker greys are used te a limited

extent instead af tht biack.bordcrcd maurn-

ing statianery. Pink is flot as goad as it

bas beeni, thaugh ht stili soUls pretty weil.

ANEWV fountain pen wiil be put on th-!
miarket a couple of days after ibis

iSsue af BOOKSELLHR ANI) STAIONELR àl

ia tht bands af its readers. Tbis pen wiiI

bc miade in severai grades, ta, retail framn

$i up. Tht firmn who arc handling It state

that it is ade on tht fines of anather pen

which made its designers famous in tht

trade. The patent, howcver, expired, and

this new pen, though altcred ln sorte re-

spects, stili ernbodies thi chief points of

that patent. The feeder' is the samne.

though the pen nib is sornewbat smatler.

No better feeding device than this bas ever

been discovered, and as the pen is put down

at a very reasanable price it will iikely be

a great success. There is more profit in it

for the retailer, tao.

A N dd device for allowing the and to

move more freely when writing bas

been patentcd in the United States. A

ring is worn on the littie finger cf Uic pen

hand, and a steel bal. attached to it just

where il touches the paper. revoives in any

direction. This rais over the paper, doing

away with any friction caused by rubbizxg

the finger over the paper when writing.

A NEWV ting in inkstands is rade with

a revolving glass top with a bole in

it for the insertion cf the pen. The bottom

cf the well 15 made li the forai af steps,

so that as thc lnk i5 gradually used up ane

after anather cf these steps became bare

until the last anc -a narraw anc -is

reached and the ink is ail contained ia ibis.

The haie for the pen lin the Caver i5 moved

aver whichevcr step has the dcsired depth

cf ink. This weli allows thc ink to be

practicaiiy aIl used up, sa that an entirely

fresh supply may bc put in.

A TE English novelty is a cambincd
pen. pencil and caiendar. In anc

end af thc holder is a siot, in which a

caiendar sheet is wrapped araund a roller.

The sheet is gummed anid transvcrsely per-

forated, thc abject bcing ta divide it inta

spaces indicating the 12 xnanths. On cach

of these spaccs are the name of the montb.

days af the week. and the numerais cor-

rcsponding ta tht days of thec week and

nianth.

NW stries cf tobacco jars reproËcesA japanes:e ad::and faces. The:eyc.

braws, osah n aracra ar

The faces have différent expressions, but

all are flerce enough ta satisfy anyoae who

want bload curdling sensations. Tbey wiii

hoid a pound or more af tobacco and thc

finish is supetior, rcpraducing the naturai


