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circles of the metropolis; and well do I remember the powar and the pnn.
gency of his heart stirring appeals. Moreover, in private intercourse, he was
easy and affable, with a good deal cf mother-w it, and inoffeiseive good hu.
mior; ever ready to communicate what mnight be usefil, as well as to obtain'
from others valuable supplementary information. He was of easy accessf
kind and condescending in his manner, with no airs, and utterly devoid of
affectation. His seven year's ministry in Edinburgh forms a bright period 411
its religious history.

Dr. Macdonald from being a younger minister than the others, and more of
our own age and standing, took a deep interest in the students attending
the Divinity Hall at Edinburgh. He liked much to bave some of them, per-
haps four or six at a time, to a cup of tea in his bouse, and there after he
treated them to a conversation on the subjects of their studies. We viewed
himin somewhat of the light of an unrobed Professor or academie tutor,
when on the table of bis study he spread open before him some good sized
octavo, just " put out " by some learned English or American divine, ana-
lysed the chapters or the sections he had perused; presented before ns the
pros and the cons of a deep argument, looked into our faces as we sat ronnd
the table, and respectfully, though sometimes quizzically, asked us, as thp ven-
erable Nestor was once asked, "componere lites." As the time was toô
precious, crabbed Latin and mythical ecclesiastical Greek had n'o special
charms for ns; but Dr. Edward Williams on " Equity and Sovereignty,'.aúd
Jonathan Edwards on the I Freedom of the Will," and the metaphysical
system of Dr. Samuel Hopkins, of Rhode Island, stood forth to our view ùs
giants whose magnitude was perhaps increaEed by the very mists wbich some.
times gathered around them, never of course supposed by us to originate in
the vast profundity oi the teeming thoughts of such men, but always fronm oar
own shallowness of apprehension. Dr. M. was a ripe scholar, an adept in
the exact sciences, and an acute theologian. The " Doctors of' Aberdeen"
bad been bis instructors, and a Brown and a Kidd, a Gerard and a Beattie,
he held in high esteemi; not indeed as Calvinistic theologians, for while one
of these had rather too much of what the wags of the "new school" eome.
times termed I cayenne pepper," the rest bad by far too little of that exciting
commodity.

At these interesting conversaziones we once or twice had the agreeable pre-
sence of an "American student " of Yale college, Dr. John Codman, after.
wards of Dorchester, Mass.., wbo died so recently as 1848, a man of family
and means, respectable for talents, eminent for piety, and a gentleman.
The " Yale theology" was as yet young and comparatively innocent. Its
claws were just beginnin, to show themselves. We pared them, with the
help of Dr. M 's pruning knife. Dr. Codman was, I rather think, well ples-
Cd, for ho remained all bis days a firm adherent to the Westminster standards.

A littlo incident about an English divine of greater note than Dr. C. I may
here bring in. Dr. M., when resitient in Edinburgh, had occasionally a con-
gregational student or two, from Hoxton or Homer1on, as boarders in bis
hose. One of the most marked of these was a yonng man of 17 or 18 years
of age, of great acuteness, a most ready speaker on all subjects, inÉtinct with
life, and not overburdened with Dutch or even German theology In out-
meetings for tilting, we talked much about universal redemptioa and freedoni
of azency. The young Englishman was well read, an acute controversial.
ist, not over fond either of the Highlands or of the Lowlancs of Scotland, and
we looked upon him, taken as a whole, as our "semiArminian brother."
These meetings did us perhaps more good than ordinary debating clubs, for
we had a courteous and loving chairman who ever kept things right, and '4
old Mr. l'ntgue, a wealthy Christian layman in the city, who sometiùieslsò1ô


