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-world, for without it thc bcst coricerted
plans fail. In ail branches of industry, in
Literature, in Art and in Music, persever-
ance and patience are requisites to perfection.
How often have the inventive genius been
about to give up ini despair wvhcn the-execu-
tion of some pet scheme seems impossible,
but perseverance w~hispers " Onward " and
the resuit gives not only a world of satis-
faction to imiself, but is of unspeakable
benefit to bis fcllows. Through l persistent
and steady scientiflc researches the %vorld
lias been greatly benefittcd. The uses of
steam and electricity were not known and
understood in a day. Experiments wvere
niadc, sorne successful, some otherwise, and
by proflting by former failures and by
persistent cffort these motive powers have
reachcd their present pc-rfection. Man
wrould be but a poor spey:im-en, -. if indeed
hie could exist at ail-ivitiout perseverance,
for what is said to, require none or but
littie of this great virtue is not %vorth much,
and neyer gives great satisfaction.

1erseverance should. be one of the chief
charactcristics of a student. In acquiring
know'ledge one must be pcrsistent and
faithful. Some studies appear very difficuit
at first, and it secmns almost an ir-npossibility
to mnaster them, but if w'e carefully and
perseveringly try to understand them, wve
shall soon sec stray beamrs of light flashing-
over w~hat a short timne ago appeared to us
a dark page. Therefore, student, labor on,
and be comforted with the thoughit «"Rome
%v'as flot built in a day; " and if one wise
old saying is not enough remnember the
xvords, 1'If at flrst you don't succeed, tC3,,
try again."

The common endi of life is death, but
there are two roads to that ý'.naI home, the
path of succes and honor and the broad
avenue of misery and sliame. It is one
thing to select a.path in life, another to
pursue it. Decision and energy may
undertake what thecy neyer accoinplish;
it is absolutely necessary for perseverance
to, step in and complete what they begin.
The chîp is dashed from wave to w~ave,
carried froin sea to sea at the mercy of the
ocean currents, and they who do not pcî-
severe aire borne by the mercies of a wvide
streamn that must forever carry themn on.
But they who like the Oak defy the storm
win victory ere long. Perscverance in a

righit course is attended by rnany difficulties,
but success lies bcyond. Evcrywbere tliere
is a constant looking for some wvay out of
unpleasant circumnstances except by the
door of perseverance. A (lifficulty should

isumnmon our latent forces to action. The
truly resolute and pcrsevering seel.:er after

ffortune accepts this rLllc; the greater the
obstacle, the greater the effort requireci to
surm-ount it. Thus to those w~ho posscss
the elements of true greatness, obstacles
becomne incitements.

Perseverance crossed the Ocean barrier
iand saw the new~ land, destined to mature

the greatest nation on the globe. Colum bus
though rebuffed, rcjectcd, scorned and
sligbted, stili clung to his deterinined pro-
ject. The indomitable spirit of pcrscverance
in Martin Luther gave life to, the flaine of
reiigious liberty. Demnosthenes the great
Greek orator bad eariy in life an impedi-
ment in his speech that sceed an
insurmountable obstacle in the way of his
becomning a fluent speaker, but throughi
persistent practice he overcamne this and
gained control of his voice. When Carlyle
had comnpleted the first volume of bis
«'I-istory of the Frenchi Revolution," bis
servants by mistake used the sheets for
lighitirgç fires, when he becamne awvare of
thiis immediately hie set to work and repro-
duced the volume in its oresent formn.
Noah Webster spent thirtyjsix years on
'Sis dictionary. Gibbon %vas twenty years
in writing his " Decline and F-ýail of the
Roman E inpire," and B3ancroft spent twventy
six years in the preparation of bis "«-Iistory
of the United States."

I'erseverance in the right, mecans success>
honor, liappines e 1~ and usefulness-
Perseverance is the battic-cry of cvcry truc
one in the so-calicd littie things of life, as
well as in the grcat. Persevere, for thern-
a subiimity in conscious rectitude wvhicli no
other cause can give.

Let us;, thon, be up and doing,
With a heart for any fate;
Stili acbieving, still pursuing,I
Learn to labor and to Nv'ait.


