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or more, and that a freshly extracted tooth would
grow fast in an entirely foreign tissue such as a
cock's comb, why would it not grow fast in an
artificial socket made in the maxillary bone of a
human being? Certainly the soil ought to be
better suited to it than a cock's comb. After
considerable reflection upon the subject he con-
cluded.to try it. This he did, I believe, first some
three or four years ago, since which time he has
donc the operation soine forty or fifty times
(perhaps more), and, I believe, in the majority of
cases, with marked success.

The operation is performed in the following
manner: A tooth for the place is first selected,
the pulp-chamber opened, and the pulp froin that
and the canal as perfectly removed as practicable,
and the canal and drillhole are filled: it is then
placed into an antiseptic solution (bichloridè of
mercury, 1 to 2,ooo). A cross is then cut through
the gurm to the boue, at the point w'here the socket
is to be made to receive the tooth. The corners
of the gum thus made are slightly dissected from
the bone, and a trephine the size required is then
inserted througn the opening in the gum, and dri-
ven with the dental engine to within about a fourth
of-an inch of the depth desired ; the remainder'of
the socket, owing to its tapering shape, is finished
with different-sized and shaped burrs and reamers.
When 'in the judgment of the operator, the socket
is abuut the size and depth to receive the tooth,
he tries it in ; if the tooth fits as desired the ope-
ration is proceeded with, if not, the tooth is
reinoved and the socket enlarged in this manner,
cutting and fitting until the tooth stands in the
soéket in a correct position. The - tooth, is then
removed and again placed into the antiseptic.

;Tic socket is now washed out thoroughly with
the antiseptic, and the tooth placed in position.
In soie cases it is necessary to ligate it to adjoin-
ing-teeth for a time, in others it is held as firmly
as required by the inipinging walls of the new
socket. 'Plie gum over the tooth is then painted
with equal parts of the saturated tincture of aco-
ite root and the tincture of iodine. The pain

attending the operation is caused chiefly by cut-
ting through and dissecting up the gum, and the

:trygin in of the tooth. This may readily be con-
trolled by the application of a small quantity of
muriate of cocaine crystals to the parts for a few

Linutes, before the cutting is donc.
I nay add that different kinds of instruments

areused by different persons for making the socket,
such as'drills, spear-shaped burrs, etc., but those
described are the kind Dr. Younger uses, and pre-
férs to any others.

The question which more particularly interests
,us all, in connection with the operation of implan-
tation of teeth, is, does a union of the-bune and the
periosteui upon the root of the tooth take place ?
Sfar it has been impossible to satisfactorily settle

this question, as no one who has undergone the
>Operation lias felt disposed, after the lapse of suffi-

Cent;Lnue for the union 'to have: taken -place (if

such be the case), to have the tooth renoved even
for scientific investigation. I have known of two,
however, which have been taken out, one after
thrce days and the other after five days from the
time they were inserted, and it was thought in
each case that a partial union had taken place.

Fro*m the fact that many of the apparcntly suc-
cessful cases of Dr. Younger and others have been
donc with teeth which have been out of the mouth
three, four, six, and in one of Dr. Younger's thirteen
months, it would scern that it cannot be that any
growing together of these tissues really occurs, but
rather that the tooth is meclianically held in its
new socket. I will now ask you, gentlemen, to ex-
amine a case which I have here, and as far as pos-
sible satisfy yourselves upon this point. The case
is in the mouth of a colored man, Calvan Brooks ;
lie resides in this city, is a hard-working, industri-
ous man, but takes not the best care of his teeth.

Some four and a half years since, he lad the right
central incisorof the upper jaw extracted. After
going without a tooth for some time lie lad a plate
inserted with a tooth upon it (this, I believe, was
renewed subsequently), which he wore, with more
or less discomfort, until October 5, 1886, when at
a clinic, a patient was wanted for Dr. Younger to
operate upon. This man was requested to submit
to it, which he did, and the operation was donc as
before described.

No tooth suitable for the place being. at hand,
one was obtained from the Colton DentalAssocia-
tion. . When presented for insertion it was dry,

i so much so, that the enamel was as white as clalk,
and the periosteum upon tle root was apparently
as lifeless as a bit of parchment. As near as
could be ascertained, it had been extracted some
three or four months previously.

In exaniiing the case it will be observed tlat
the tooth is even more firnly fixed in its nev
socket than the adjoining teeth, that the gum
upon the labial surface and between the teeth pre-
sents a norially healthy appearance, while 'upon
the palatal surface, on account of the removal of
the aniount of bone necessary for the reception of
of so large a root, it lias slightly receded. Its
irritated appearance at that point is in a mea-
sure due to a slight deposit of tartar upon the
neck of the tooth. It will also be observed that a
thickening of the anterior plate of bone over- the
tooth lias taken place, an apparent reformation of
the alveolar process.

This tooth ivas not ligated to aljoining teeth,
but ivas placed in position and allowed to take
care of itself.

The instruments I have here are Youiger's,
wlith an improvement by Dr. W. W., Walker, of
this city, who kindly loaned them to nie to exhibit
this evening. The improvement .consists~ in -a
slight tapering«of the trephine upon the outside.
This prevents binding of the instru1ment·while it is
being driven into the bone. The burrs àncl rea-
mers I have been unable to-obtain: ln summig
up-theçubject, it would sent. that ther -are b W


