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would require far greater space than
could possibly be. plade.d at our dis-
posal. Our readers nust, thereforé, be
content with a few raudom, imperfect
notices and condensed cextracts, of the
principal important parts ; and these we
shall endeavour, without,reference to
dates, to confine to the geographical
characteristics of the valley of the
St. Lawrence on the one hand, and
the north shores and islands of Lake Hu-
ron on the other, -- the investigatiois
setting at rest the supposed existence of
coal,-the more promising examination
of the " Canadian Gold Region" of the
Chaudièr,-the analyses of various
minerals and mineral springs, &c.;
and though last, not of Icast importance
to an agricultural people, 'the analy'es
of various soils from different parts of
both sections of the Province.

Giving precedence to the geographi-
cal characteristics of the valley of the
St. Lawrence, we proc.eed to stale iii
the words of the Report,*;

Between Montreal and Quebec the
valley of the St. Lawrence has a gene-
ral north-cast course, and presents a flat
surface on eaci bank of the river.' On
ihe north-we.st side tlis sirface extends
in .breadth a 'ditan'ce 'vaïying from
tielv to twenty miles,'to the liani of

vde-spread, hilly, butlnotvery ele-
yated 'country, occupied *by syenitic
gneiss, interstratified with crystallitie
]inestones, being a continuation:f the
metarnorphic formation existing on the
Ottawa. On the south-east sidé the plains
exhibit :a widlh of thirty t6 forty niles,
and,' with the intervention of à fiew
moderate undulations in' one 'or two
pinces, reach the ,foot cf a range :of
.mounilaiis whieh.stand on a breadth of
t«enty-five to thirty-iniles. This range
is the continuation of th 'Green Moiin-
tains of Vermont, wvhich, after entering
Canada, lose much of the bold cha-ra-
ter they possess .fàrther soith, thoigh
they still. offer, in'the district under. des-
criptio, two or three isolated peaks.at-
taining; the height of about 4000 feet

*s5e Ieport for 1847-8, p i6' et eg. '.

aboye the level of the sea. The oppp-
site *id's ofilie imäuùairï blt "'i'very
niarlypaiallel to "oné aiiothfé; ha -a
valley, or '.oritinuous linè 'Of va'lleys,
bounds it on the south-aèst side, witi
geil'y-rollig~ -surfàce, by no'nieins'so
even as'the'plains on the önrth-'ies1,
but prèsenting few éxtraôrdidaig slls
or abrupt piomuberiinces: Thëé'bleidtli
of this valley n'ay be -from fiftéeùi"fo
twenty Miles ; andto ihe s'outheéàst tfie
lhiîd gridnal]y ;ihesint6 a 'mor& iif'o1in-
tainous tract, extènding to flié Pivince
liñé, which ruas 'upòn it rfdge'f-oriie
sources of 'the 'Connécticat Rirér"to
thioseof the Cliaibdièr. '

'These ranges of 1çuntain and yalley
are pàrallei to 'one.other anftóll$t.
Lawrence,aiidthd"wliole CoinËißdWith
the trike of hJ Yrnations: con"titniing
the districr' The Jtreámás coyeying
the' 'watis"of the'ari. to tiiè yèetver,
arefirsithe eichelieu and hé,aiiaslg,
the0 inain franks of vhieh run~in^a diret
continution f ' the vajl ' e
Champlamii;.........
and next the St. Francis . añd
thé Chaudiòid, about e'dihiy* rniles
asunder, th'e ove 'pait of.éach of Which
nakes i stiaight sectiori'cross ihn mea-
sures, inceluding the 6cóks c9nstitiiiiìg
the mòuntaii range, vhile "their- u9er
parts' drain the iheibf valfe'ys»béyod.
Thé upper part of flié Sf.3Franisfàfd
its tribûtài-y, tlie IMáss ippifoi' g
in -iþposite directiöns aTong the t.föbf of
tlie rinonfainà'r'aig'é,6oeïpy abuf 'gihty
rñiles öf ihé lirie-iii tlie"genrafitriël-of
the¯formations, -and join.at .Lèiiäú lie,
after bein sÙppliéd'by~s'ÝôiaTfrýis-
ve-se ti.btiaries, which "téeëzéir
sources 'in the southerii mù'ixtainri--
The Chaudière, springingin'gise
-mountains, overlaps the upperpfart-of
the St: Fraisi, flowing in'aniops'ste
courseaïni moré'southern but par1el
liie for sorir diitai'è belôó ÈàiJe
Megantic.- It thesnt'urns iîp irthWàid,
an d is joined' by the-Rivièr'éëi-L*'p,
which flows acros ithe n'asuies tlie
same directiori¯he lòïvr rfihe
Chaudièré, "and-furlier on it mièéis an-
ot lier tribitàig.càhed.tlié nliê?This
'tributary is-in the .sa'ne îelatin t& t'e
rocks of th&'èountryas thé .ipjer part
of the St.'Fiutcis anil tie Massa'wippi.
F]owing in the stiilke,:it takes it's source
to the eastWaid, in'a leéel.tract, liIch
is also the source of tthé Vit4yws ion
and« cdistitutes irt of the 6f ihe


