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Education Offlice, Toronto, of several blue books. The
postage was also paid, some seven or eight shillings, we
preaume at the expense of the people of Canada. We
had alvays supposed the blue books of Dr. Meilleur to
be the greatest bore in the province, until we laid hold
of those of Dr. Ryerson. It will be a long time before
any one will make us believe that the compulsory system
of Frussia and the German powers is suited to a British
peGple."*

Nor have mattersstopped here, for,-to return to Upper
Canada,-we find more than one municipal council
gravely stu!tifying themselves by prying for either the
total repeal or entire modification of the present system,
on account of the expensiveness and useiessness of its
superintendency, and its inapplicability to the circunm-
stances of the country ; and in one instance recon-
mending, as an improvement! the engaging as teachers of
men whose " physical inabilities," and " decaying cier-
gies," render teaching a suitable occupation for them ;
and furtherthat emig'ants may he enploved until 4 their
character and abilities are hetter known, and cai be
turned to better account '!" t

Now, while entering our protect against such sweeping,
objections as these, and more particularly against the in-,
justice of at once visiting the defects of a systeni so rc-
cently sanctioned by the Legislature, and therefore still
new and untried, upon the heads of the practical
superintendents of the day, ve are free to admit that
there is stili room for considerable improvement in the pre-
sentschool bill; but far fron regarding the superintendents,
whether provincial or districtal, as either expensive or
useless, we look upon them as indispensable, and, in fact,
the very life and soul of the system ; and even go furtler,
(following the example of more than one enlightened
European statesman) in considering national education a
niatter of such pararnount importance, that we conceive
that far iom the chief superintendence, resting, ex-of icio,
on an already over-burthened provincial secretary, as
with us, it should be vested in an ofiicer haviî.g no other
duties to perform, and who should be recognized as a
" responsible," though, for obvious reasons, unpolitical
member of the government.‡

Lest, after aIl, the foregoing observations should not
prove sufficiently convincing or explanatory, we further
beg to refer our readers to the following unobjectionable
qtotations froin Dr. ityerson's special Report of the nea-
Fares adopted for the establishment of the Provincial
Normal Sohool, (which has since so auspiciously taken
place'at Toronto) as- well as for carrying into effect
generally, the commor school system,-intended, as it
evidently-was, in reply te a few of the objections vhich

* The above was no doubt iriduced by the sud evidence at the
time affrcded of the unsatisfactory working of the lest Lpwer
Cariadà Schol Bill, of which w'v shall herc:nfter have oéasion to
»s'ay fewï vords ; but tlat, surcly, could not justify a gratuitouà
vi;lation of- courtesy towards cither Dr. Ryerson or Dr. Meilleur,
and farless towards these gentlemen conjointly.

Instance the alleged memiorial of the Gore District Council,
and the*clichlar letter of 'the warden of that of the Neivcastle

Ibtrict.
lu more athân one of the European governments this is the

case ;_and in France tis important officer is styled the " Minister
of nitrutikni," and has a council acting with hin.

had been so unsparingly raised agannst the system placed
under his Fuperintendence.

It is not possible to paEs a law against which objections would
not ie made froi some quarters, and the introduction of lthe best
Law is necessarilv attended with some inconvenience. Wlen
the Conmmon Sehool Act of 1843 supersedcd that of 1841. su se.
rious was the derangement of the whole sehool systein of Upper
Canada, that nany of the provisions of tie Act ofi1843, could not
be carricd into efect during the first ) car of its existence; Trius..
tees, in many instances. could ont be clected as required by the
Act, hie Chief Superintendent. of Schools, by order of the cover.
nor in Conncil, found it neccssary to exercise an arbitrary discre.
tion in disposing of many cases brought before hlim, without re-
gard to the requirementls of the Act ; nu School [eports for 1843
vere presented to the Education Office, in consequence of the

passing of that Aci, and consequently the data contemplated by
the act for apportioning nnd distributing, and paying the Legisla.
tive School grants for 1814, were wantmg. Under such circui-
stances, there was mucli enbarrassment and confusion, and in
some cases, serious loss to individuals.

.It w ouhld not 'iave been surprising. then, if some confusion hîad
attendedtlhe transition from the late to the present School Act.
But I ani not aware that such lias bccn ic case. 'T'lie machinîerv
Of the nev Act. lias gone into operation without occasioning any
derangement of our School afnuirs.

When lcthe School Law in the neighb:ouîring State of New York
was first establisled, many School distrirts, and even counties,:e.
fused to act under it; but i know of no example of the kind in
Upper Canada, notwitlhstandinr the eff'orts of a section of the pub.
lic press to create such opposition at the time the Act was about
to cone int operation.

Tl'lie di.ssatisfaction crcated et the ti e was not agatinst thc pro.
visions of tie School Act. but against what certain partiss repre.
sented to be its provisions, bcfore its general distribution; not
egainst its <perations, but against wlat certain parties represented
wonld be its operations, Ilowever, the circulation of the Act
itself, and its actual operations, have corrected nost of the false
irnnressions which had been produced by misrepresentations.

It has been fonnd, that se far fromn the Trustees having nu
power to cmploy a Teacher without the permission of the Chiief
Superintendent, they have more power than lad becn conferred
upon Sciool Trustees by the former Act, and can employ whom
they please, and in what manner and for what time thcy please;
tlat su fer from the Board of Educahltm înterfering in matters of
conscience between parents and children. and comipelling parents
to forego chcap, and buv dear school books, the Board lia ne au.
thority of the kind, and lias employed its best exertioins to bring
within the reach of ail parents cheai as well as good books; that
Po fer froin the Chief Superintendent of Sehools having authority
tu introduce what books lie pleases into Schools, he has no authiv.
rity whatever in respect to introducingr books, and so far fromt
having power to employ and disniiss Sclool Teachersat his plea.
sure, he lias no power to employ a Sehool Tcacher at ail, or even
to give hin a legal certificate of qualification ; that lie has nc
powcr to interfere in the affairs of any School Section, unless up.
pealed to by some party conccrrned ; that his decisiois have in no
case the nuthority of a Court of Law ; thiat .oth his pover and
his duty relate to seeing the conditions imposed by the Legisila.
ture, fulfilled inthe expenditure of the Legislative Sclhool Grant;
thathis power is much less than is given to a sidilar ollicer im
the neighbouring State of New York, and is an accumulation of
labour, and not an exercise of any arbitrairy authority ; that every
act of the Chief Superintendent of Schools is subject to lie autho.
rity of a GCovernment responsible to the Legislature of the coun.
try. But while the constitution of the, Board of Education has
been'ostensibly objected to, I believe the real objection is -rathier,
against that with whiclh.the Board lias bîeen idcntified, iamely, tie
proibition of United States School Books in our Commrîton Schools
It seems to be supposed thiat if there were no Board of Educatioin
to-recommend books to.be used in Schools, theîe would e o e x-
clusion of American Books from the Schools,.

The fact, however, is, thiat American School Bookr, unless .
permitied by the Board, are excluded by the 30th section of the,
Statute; whereas the Board of Education is constituted by the
3rd Section.

In regard to the exèlusion of American Books from our Schous,
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