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Dr. Gustav Mayr, of Vienna, in a letter just received, states that D4;.
Adler, of Sclileswig, lias ýthis' year publishied an " epochi-narking » paper,
uipon tie subjeet of aganious reproduction arnong the Cynipid-,e.-l

Dr. Adler finds tliat wl'hat hiave been described as fourteen distinct
species of Cynipida3--belonging to six distinct genera-are really but
seven species.

Four species of -Neurokroors are found to be the agamous formrs of
as nxany species of Sptea/r

Îwo species of ApiZothrix are .tie agamous forrns of two species of
Andr-icus, and a species of Dryoplianta is the aganîous formn of a
Trigonaspis.

Dr. Mayr lîjuiseif wvas at work upon, tlîis probleî., but lîad flot suc-
ceeded, as hiis efforts to grow oçtk trees in lus garden hiad failed. He had
flot given up tlie attenipt, but lîad ordered more trees to plant this spring.

Neitiier Dr. Mayr nor Dr. Adler seenu to lhave seen nîy article. 1
-communicated thie substance of it in a letter to Prof. Albert iMiller, then
in London. Thîis wvas read before the London Entonuological Society at
the nmeetinxg of April 7 th, 1873, but I notice tlîat English Entomologis
continue to talk about Hartig's experinients, and agarnous reproduction
throughi an infinity of generations, and of a hypothetical nmale gali fiy that
must appear now and thien, always just in timie to save the race from
extinction.

Dr.- Adler's paper wvill no doubt receive the attention it justly deserves
and it is to be hioped that tlîe success that lias followed luis experinuents
may lead othiers to aid in developing tlie hîistory of tlîis singular family
of insects.

It is flot safe to assumie tluat tlîe lîistory of one species ivili be the-
history ôf ail, but thie idea tlîat these insects are perpetuated through
nîany generations by uninîpregnated females nmust be abandoned.

*Since the above wvas writtcn 1 hanve received a copy of Dr. AdIèr's paper; also a

letter ini which lie kindly consents to thc publicationof ail or a part of the paper. 1
propose shortly to prepare for publication in the ENTrooiNoLG1sT a summliary of his
rciarkiable discoverics.
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