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identical bird, “which is able to truss2 aun elephant.”” Gareilasso
states that some of those killed by the Spaninrds measured tifteen or
sixteen feet {the vaguenessof the “ or’ in what professes to be actual
measurement 18 suspicious) frowm tip to tip of the extended wings, e
adds thut two will attack u bull and devour it, and that single indivi-
duals will slay boys of twelve yea:s old.

Desmarchnis iinproves upon thiss stretches the expansion of the
wings to cighteen feet: a width so enormous that, us he says, the bind
can never enter the forest; and he declares that u single one will
attack u man, and carry off & stag.

A modern traveller, however, soars far hevond these puny flights of
imagination, nnd gravely gives forty feet ns the mensurement, carelully
noted, ns he informs us, * with his own hand,” from the actual spect.
men. It is only chavitable to conclude that he really measured sixteen
Jeet, and that he cither wrote * spaces’” by mistake, or, which is most
likely, wrote sim[l)ly 0 16," translating it atterwards when he compared
his notes with what others hud said before him. Here, however, is
the veracious description, which the rcader will see does not Ilnck
romance in its embetlishinent,

¢ Jt was so satiated with jts repast on the carcass of & horse, as to
suffer me to approach within pistol-shot before it extended its enormous
wings to take flight, which was to me the signal to fire; and haviny
loaded with an ample charge of pellets, my nim proved effectuxd and
fatal. Whut a furinidable mouster did I behold, sereammeg and thap.
ping in the last convulsive struggle of life! 1t ma{ be ditlicult to believe
that the most gigantic animal which inhabus the carth or the ocean,
can be ¢ 1\\:\“03 1 size by a tenunt of the air; and those persons who
have never seen a larger hird than our mountain cagle, will probably
read with astonishment of a species of that same bird, n the southern
hemisphere, being so large and strong as to seize an ox wih s
talons, and to lift it into the air, whence it lets it fal to the ground,
in order to kill it and prey upun the carcass.  But this astonishment
must, in a great measure, subside when the dimensions ot the bird are
taken into consideration, and which, incredible as they may appear, 1
now insert from a note taken by my own hand. When the wings are
spread they measure sixteen spaces, forty feet in extent from point to
point. The feathers are eight spaces, twenty feet in length, and the
quill part, two palms, eight feet in circumference, It is said to have
strength enough to carry off a living rhinoceros.™

Humboldt dissipated these extravagances; though he confesses that
it appeared to himself of colossal size, and it was ouly the actual
admeasurement of a dead specimen that corrected the optical iHusion.
He met with no example that exceeded nine feet, and he was assured
by many of the inhabitants of Quito thut they had never shot any that
exceeded eleven.  This estimate, however, appears to be below the
reality ; for Tschudi, a most careful and relinble authority, and an
accomplished zoologist, assigns to this bird in one place an expanse
of  from twelve to thirteen feet,” while in another he says: ¢« ]
measured a very large male condor, and the width from the tip of one
wing to the tip of the other was fourteen English feet and two inches,
an enormous expanse of wing, not equailc(ﬁ)y any other bird except
the white albatross.”” So fur from his * trussing a rhinoceros,” or
esen an ox, he cannot, accoiding to Tschudi, raise even o sheep from
the ground. ¢ He cannot, when flyiny, carry a weizh. exceeding
cight or ten pounds.” The voracity of the obscene bird is very great.
The owner of’ some captive specimens assured the naturalist that he
hiad given to one, in the course of a single day, by way of experiment
cightcen pounds of meat, consisting of the ent:ails of oxen; that the
bird devoured the whole, and ate his allowance the next day with the
usual appetite.

We have all been accustomed from childhood to regard with awe
the enormous serpents of the hot damp intertropical forests; though
the specimens carried about in travelling menageries have but little
contributed to nurture the sentiment. A couple of coils of varicgated
mosaic, looking like a tesselated pavement, about asthick asalacjuey’s
calf, vrapped up in the folds of a blanket at the bottom of a deal box,
we had difficulty in accepling as the impersonation of the demon
which hung from the branches of an Indian tree, and, having piessed
the life out'of 2 buffalo in his mighty folds and broken his bones, swal-
lowed the body entire, all but the hores.  Here azain theie is incerti-
tude and disappointment;; and the colossal dragon, which looms so
large in the distance of time and space, grows * small by degrees and
beautifully less** in the ratio of its approach to our own times and our
own cyes. Yet enough of size and power remains, even when all
lezitimate deductions a:e wade, to invest the great boa with a romantic
interest, and to make the inquiry into its real dimensions woithy of
prosecution.

I may observe, that several species of these great sorpents exist in
the inteitropical regions of Ame:ica, Afriea, nud Asing but all these,
though assigned by zoologists to distinet genera (the American species
belonging to the genus Bog, and those of Africa aud Asia to Python)

lhave 8o wuch in comwon, in habits, structure, and size, that I shull
speak of them without distinguishing the species.

‘The old Romun historiuns report that the numy of Attilius Regulus,
while attacking Cntthase, was assuuited by su envimous se peut,
which was dest:oyed only by the nid of the militn y engines erusling
it with huge stones. The skin of this mouster, neusuring 120 feet i
lenggth, was sent 1o Rome, and preserved as o trophy an o temple ntl
the Numuntino war. Severnl writers mention the tuct, and Pliny
speaks of its existence s well known.

Diodorus Siculus mentions a serp ent which was captured, not with.
out loss of liuman life, in E sypt, aud which was tuken to Alexandvia;
it mensured thi.ty cubits, or abort fosty-five feet in lengih,

Suctonius 1ecotds that one was exhibited in frout ot the Comitium
ut Rome, which was fifty cubits, or seventy-five fect in length.

Tt is probable that these measuiements were all taken trum the skin
after huving been detached from the body. Ihave hud some expenence
in skinning serpents, and am therefore aware of the extent to which
the skin, when dragged off by foree, is capable of stretching: oue-
fowth of the eatire length may not unfuirly be deducted on this
accotnt.  But even with this allownnce, we must adint, unless we
reject the testimony of sober histor™ < who cowd ha.diy have been
mistuken so grossty as to wartaut such rejection, that serpents dud
exist in ancient times which far exceeded the limits that have falen
utder the obsorvation of modern natmalists,

There is a well-known picture by Daniell, represent’ng an enormovs
serpent attecking a boat's crew in one of the creeks ot the Ganges. It
is 2 graphic scene, said to have been commemontive ot a fuet. The
crew hud mooied their boat by the edre of the jungle, nud, leaving
one of the patty in charge, imj gone into the forest. e lay down
under the thwarts, and was soon asleep. During his uncunscinusness
an enormous python emerged from the jungle, coied its:if round the
sleeper, and was in the act of crushing him to death, when his cum-
rades returned.  They succeeded dun kiﬁing the mauster, * which was
found to measure sixty-two feet and some inches in length.””  This
scems precise enough; but we should like to know whether the
measurement was made by the Lascars themselves, or by any trust.
worthy Burapean.

A cortespondent of the Edinburqh Literary Gazetle has told, with

every appeuance of life-t-wth, a thrilling story of an encounter which
he had with an enormous boa on the banks of & river in Guiana,
Awaked, as he lay in his boat, by the cold touch of sumething at his
feet, he found that the serpent’s mouth was in contac. with the:m, pre-
aring, as he presumed, to swallow him feet foremost.  In an instant
Ixo drew himself up, and, grasping his gun, dischargzed it full at the
reptite’s head, which rea ed into the air with a honid hiss and terible
contortions, and then, with one stroke of his paddies, he shot up the
strenm beyond reach. On arriving at his fiiend’s house, it was de-
termined to seek the wounded serpent, and several armud negroes
were added to the paty.

They soon found the spot where the crushed and biloody reeds told
of the rccent adventure, and proceeded cautious'y to recomnnoitre.
Advancing thus about thirty ya:ds, ala.an was given that the monster
wus visible. ** We saw throuzh the reeds part of its body coi ed up,
and pait stretched out; but, fiom their deas ty, the head was invisible.
Disturbed, and appa ently irritated, by our approach, it apea ed, fiom
its movements, about to attack us. Just as we caught a ulimpse at
its head we fired, both of us almost at the same moment. Tt fell,
hissing and volling in a variety of contmtions.” Here onc of the
negroes, taking a circuit, succeeded in hitting the c.eature a violent
blow with a club, which stunued it, and a few mo.c strokes decided
the victory. % On 1neasuring it, we found it to be nearly forty feet
in leugth, and of propo: tional thickness.™

1 do not know how far th's story is to be relicd on; bt if it is siven
in good fuith, the serpent was the longest dependable example T kuow
of in modern times. Stitl, % nearly forty feet” is somewhat indefinite.

In Mr. Eiis's amusing account of h.s visit to Mani.la, he mentiors
speeimens of enormois size; but there does not seem to have been
any actual admeasurement.

“ On one occasion,” he says, ‘T was driven by an Indian, (coach-
man to the gentleman with whom I was stoj;ping,) in company wnh a
fiiend, to the house of a priest, who had some singularly large speci-
mens of the boa-constrictor (python); one, of two that were in a
wouden fen together, con d hardly bave been less than fifty fcet long,
and the stoutest part as thick rouud as a very fat man’s body.”

Boutics speaks of some which were upwa ds of thisty-six feet lonz;
doubtless Osiental pythons. An Ameican 1 oa is mentioned hy Pinzley,
of the same len sth, the skin of which was in the eabinet of the P ince
of O anze: and Shaw mentions n skin in the Beitish Musenm which
measuied 1hinty-five fect.  Probably in these last two cases we must
wilow something for stictchina,

In the Lombay Courier, of Auzust 31, 1794, a dreadful story is nar-



