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and indirect support for Britain'sî ene-
mies evcrywhere-against a puace-
a ble an d u nprepared pe ople possessed
of the bravcry which looks at size,
and objects to taking any advantage
of even the most determined and
ignorant foe. Much hiad been sub-
mitted to at the hands of the Boers.
Insult, iil-trcatment of natives and
inissionaries, hostility in trade, ag-
gressive efforts at extension of terri-
tory, incessant pin-pricks of interfer-
ence at the Cape, obvions conspiracy
to seduce the Dutch of the Colonies
from their loyalty of sentiment if flot
froin their absoiute allegiance. But
the final strain came wvhcn a corrupt
oligarchy refused to restore to Brit-
ish subjects the righits given themn by
treaty, accorded to Dutchmen in the
Colonies, and freeiy granted by ail
civiiized nations to foreigners in their
midst. Even then the actuai war
ivas not commenced by Great BriLain
anu xvas not entered into until the
Empire's territory was actually and
wantonly invaded by this proud and
confident and ignorant cnemy.

The shock of this invasion wili
probabiy Le summcd up by history
as the pivotai point in the strikings
development of sentiment wvîich
followed throughiout the world-wide
reaims of Britain. The ioss of South
Africa or the failure to assert British
supremacy whien the issue ivas thus
forced mu'ant much to the sons of the
Empire everywhere. It woffld not
only have humiliated Great J3rit,,ini
in-the cyes of rival nations and pre-
cipitated peril îvherever al.,si
foreign ambition couid find a dsihe
openîng, but it would have l%,st lier
the respe- --. the admiration, or the
ioyalty, of rising B3ritish nations in
Australia and Canada; of lesser Col-
onies ail over the Nvorid ; of swarming
millions of uncivilizcd races in Hindo-
stan, China, and Northiern Africa. Its
influence would have been a slhock
to the commercial and fin-zncial
nerves of the worXlJ; a blov -.o the
independence an±d liberties of ail the

"clîttie peoples " who now rest secu-
rely under the reai or nominal guar-
antce of British powver. In the
Persiaii Gulf and on the borders of
Afgh inistan, upon the frontiurs of
Siain anid the shores of the Bosphiorus,
in the waters of Australasia and on
the coasts of Newfounidland,,, upon
the banl<F of the mighty Nile and
along the borders of Canada, flic
resuit would have comne as tHe inost
mcnacingr storrn-cloud of inoderri
history. The powe-r of a great race
to continue its mission of colonization,
civilization, and construction, ivas ini-
volved; and %vould bu again iîîvolved
if any future arnd serious Buropeani
intervention were threatened.

What im;mediateiy ensucd upon the
throîving downi of the challenge will
be one of the most important episodes3
in thc annais of our Irnperial evolu-
tion. The despatch of different con-
tingents of nearly thrce thonsand
mcii from the vast territories of
Canada amid scenes of uneq!ïtalied
enthusiasm- ; the gathcring togretiier
upon the continental shorcs of Aus-
tralia and in the ports of beatitifuil littie
New Zeala-nd of body after body of
troops tintil the loyal Soutliern Colon-
ies assumcd the appearaîîcc of an -arni-
cd camp and over cigflît tlîousand men
liad sailcd for the seat of w~;the
motto proposed by the Hon. G. WV.
Ross, Premier of Ontario, uipon an
imîportant public occasion and the
principle ofwluicli is strongly imipress-
cd upon tlic hcart and mind of the
Canadlian people: "'Canadla anid tlic
Empire, onc and insepiarable, now
and forever" flic statement of Uic
M cîIebon riie A>)-euç that the Emipire
hats now deci(lci to standl or fali
to-:tiîcr and that " the Colonies h-v
shia!-iîîg the perils wvill eariî J.he riglît
also to sliarc the triumplis of thc:(-
fiag"; the (icclaration c-f the Premier
of Nci- Zeaiand that cecry nble-
boçlicd mian in the two Isiandcs t,.as
ready to go to flic fr-ont iH rcquirrd,
and that thei Colonies s;hzrcd the
privilegcs of the Empire and ouglît to


