
Ieligious Revival

abundantly proved by expe1rience.
How can wve account for the want of
such success on the part of the
Saviour, when, having preached the
gospel to many cities and villages, it
is said, Ilhle wondered at their tnbe-
lief ?'. How can we account for the
failure of stupendous miracles and
divine teaching, iii the cae of
Chorazin and Bethsaida ; or for what
the Saviour says of' thiern,-" Woe
unto thee, Chorazin ! woe unto thee,
Bettisaida! for if the mighty wvorks
had been done in Tyre and Sidon,
which have been done in you, they
%would have repented 1" We can
acrount for these thinge, not by
blaming the preacher or the chiurch,
but by ref'erring it to the excessive
obduracy of' those hearts, ivhich
could resist such appeals. But the
opposite bas been very generally
taught from our pulpits, and cherish-
ed by our churches ; and the conse-
quence is, sinners have been hardened
in their impenitence, whule good and
holy men, as well as true gospel
churches, have been perplexed, dis-
couraged, and weakent-d.

But to return from this digression,
we remark, that. a single church is
revived, when, after a season of dead-
ness and declension, Jehovali is
pleased to pour out his Spirit,-
Christians take a higher stand, in
point of faith, love, and obedience,-
and sinners àre converted from. the
error of their ways, and added to
the church. It is, however, flot ab-
solutely essential to a revival, that
there should be aceessions of con-
verts to the church ; although this
will be a very frequent result of sqeh
a revival. The main thing is, that
the church itself', or the individuals
composing that church, should be
aroused and sanctifled; that they
should become more holy, more
happy, more useful. This will gene-
rally produce its appropriate * effects
upon the unconverted. It wilI natu-
rally call their attention to the sub-

ject of religion, and may become the
means of their eventual salvation.

From. these remarks it will be
readily perceived, ivhat we under.
stand by a revival of' religion. It iî
not an excitement upon the subjeet
of religion, in which, there xnay be
miuch feeling, much bustle, much
talking, mueli preaehing, and many
prayer meetings, and during which,
wse inay add, there may be many
conversions and additions to the
church, but the results of which are-
flot permanently beneficial. lIn such
a sceiie, there may be much of %Yhat
is good ; the truth may be preached
and felt; Christians may be happy;
and some sinners may be converted
to God; but relaxation, exhaustion,
and inactivity are the resuit; and an
observant looker-on may be led ta
doubt whether the church je permian.
ently benefited.

It is not a state of outward reli.
gious prosperity, in which the preach.
ing is good, the hearers numerous
and attentive, and the people of God
confident as to final success; because
success may neyer cose ; and amaid
external prosperity and high hope,
piety and virtue may actually decay.

It is not a condition of progresive
iraprovement in the church, duxïng
which Christians are growing in
grace, and though liable to many
fluctuations of personai feeling and
experience, "Ito fears within and
fightings without," are, upon the
wvhole, advancing in faith and hope,
in meekness and obedience, and dur-
ing which there is also a gradua!
accession of converts from. the world.
This je note properly speaking, a
revival of religion, but it is a most
desirable and delightf'ul state of
things. In fact, though this je not a
revival, it is 4~y far the best state in
which a church. can be, and infinitely
te be pref'erred to a periodical and
occasionai. excitemaent, even of the
best kind.

A revival* of religion must take


