
On Baavtisrn.

Suoli,' thon'aye te invaluable trtithsi eil sgnifled I in the baptisrk of
infantsé Theydie the mbstlimportant in the Word où' Gd, *

The;dcrineO5 syrbolized. iii baptisai are those on wvhich thte ?*fenbership
of 1 hew Chuitcl of Christ is fotinded4 Hlewho believes that ail mn!a arô
spirituilly dead, and: vhcy has hope of -the forgiihes of sins thItough. thé
atonement; of C hrist, and eho by bis life, gives evidence thtît he believés
them, lias those qualifications which, entitie him te Le recé'ive?, niember
of the visible church. An association which is not founded on, these
great princîples does net deserve the name of a Christian Church. -

Mhen a person wouId enter the church lie must enter by- the gate of
baptism -: The chutai signifying-by this ordinance, that ail who-are within
believe that ail men arc by nature sinners, and that salvation is only by
the blood of atonement. He *hd enters without believing these commits
an act mar1ked either by superstition or impiety or both,-

As baptism is the symbol of the Church's faith, and of the ground of
the Church's fellowship, and as the administration of it constitutes either
à declaration of membership, or is the act by which admission is given,
It must certainly Le a church ordinance, and as such, ought to be adminis-
tered ini the presence of the chureh. If there bc any services which more
properly are churcli services than others. the sacraments pre these
services.

Bosides, the.sacraments are iriend-e te edify the chure1i, and thereforer
toi administer either of them, in private is te deprive the churci of oee
of' the means-appointed for ber profiting.

Lect ùs suppose that the churci understands the nieaning ôf the ordinance
of baptism, aund regards it with that reverance ta %ybich Gofi'* institutionu'
sreentilled; then, what msore natural fora church member -when,ÈtchiliÉ
is baptized than te say, That reminds me of «my# state by natuire., i- -wn
eonceived in sin and brought forth ini iniquity. But Cod, iii the
aboundige of bis grace, lias Lad. mercy upon mue. By hitai 1 hxa'te
b-een- brought out of a state of sin sud .misery and adrnitted. inte hie~
i'ami]y. 1 whor was heipless as a little child have been delivered frein
th-.wrath te tomne ana nôw «,ave- good hope througli graceý Suchare
thre thouglits which will arise in the mind of an intelligent -cliristian on
viitnessing the administrationof -baptism. And thes thonghts-constituter,
tihe. rmaterial efwhich the christian life is .composed;-humility, arising
.froiua eonsciousuess of Lis gtliity enigin snd sinfai living, and gratitude,
for having -received a froc, sa1'tationt 'I'hu oe.e being thre -sentiment eitif
,hich lie oughit ýtoeregard hinrseIf,~ and -the other,- the sentiment witb'
whieh hie ouglit te regard God. A Christian is a -comrpound of thesér
sentimnent% Every thing -about him when ho nets-as a clinistian, is influ-
enced l'y botr..- The. greatest, service thon that eau .be doue te tr'
Ohucch, is te press on their attention miotives-to these indispensibler.
qualities; and as baptism is eminently fitted for this purpose, the»chureb
Musat Le irjured when dcprived of an opportunity of wituessivig -it.


