from ten A.M, to five P.M. At the last
one about seventy people came to the
house, and I kept passing wafers and
tea in tiny Japanese cups until dinner.
‘The house was bright with flowers ; the
chrysanthemhums and roses were from
our own en. Illustrated books and
photographs were on the tables, with
ma) fresh Japanese newspapers,

wers enjoyed until dinner time.
Ataboutnoon we went to our school next
door, which is arranged in eight class-
rooms, with muvable partitions, Japan-
ese fashion ; the partitions were re-
moved and left a long room, where the
little dinner~?ytsthwere sctTguz wi%
everything on but the sou e gues
were mﬁgd in a row a£und th%uwan
and in a double row, back to back, in
the centre, so that the rows faced each
other. It would never do to put them
in two rows all arouond the room, for
one would besitting in front of the other.
¢ A regular Japanese meal was served
—s0up, fish and vegetables, rice, cold
stew (of potatoes, meat, chestouts and
carrots, cut up in_mouthfuls), raw
fish sliced thin, with Japanese furnips
and radishes shaved into small strings,
and boiled yellow chrysanthemums—
these last thres were eaten with soy
saneo;rand ‘were what we liked the bestof
all. They were laid on a long strip of
pine, asthinas paper and doubled over ;
the soy was in a tiny cup in the centre,
and the other things in bowls. Wafers
and some sliced orange (sliced skin and
all), and slabs of sweet bean paste (very
good if well made), and boiled lotus-root
cut in strips were on pieces of paper laid
on the mats in front of the trays.

“ When all were seated, tome of the
school girls brought in the little covered
Jacquered bowls of hot soup. Whea
all ‘were served, Mr. Curtis asked the
pastor to pray, and afterward, bowing

to the guests, said, ‘ This is exception-
ally food ; bu:‘ﬂene to eat,” All,
bowing fn return, , ‘It is an honor-

able feast.” We then all removed the
covers from the soup and took up our
chop-sticks and fell to. The rice is
boiled very dry, and is so sticky that
one can soon learn to pick up little or
much and carry it to the mouth. The
fish soup was very nice, and must be
caten with the chop-sticks. Three girls
were kneeling on each side, hol
trays and ’mitingl to refill the emptl
rice bowls, which they did repeatedly.
After all were satisfed with rice, the
tea cups were refilled time and agein.
‘When eating the raw fish, one takesa
nioe thin plece between the chop-sticks
(which are both held in one hand), takes
a little of the turnip radish with it,
ns them into the little cups of soy
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sauce, puts it on the rice, and takesup
a mouthful of the rice, fish, etc., all to.
gether. The rice bowl is held in the
hand aud brought even with the lips,
while the rice is pushed into the mouth
by the cht?f»sﬁcks, which can be doge
very daintily. Soup and all liquids are
sipped from the bowls with a sound like
drawing the breath through the teeth,
This sound is much heard ; in sippi
tea, and even in making polite obserss.
tions or returning thaunks, it is usual and
polite.

‘““ After dinner, most of the people
wrapped up the bean paste and lotusip
the paper on which they were laid and
put them in their flowing sleeves, as i
customary. (Always take home vy
you can’t or don’t eat, for it would be
rude to leave it.) ‘The guests then scy|.
tered about and took part in gumesin.
doors and out; there was singing in
Japanese and Euglish, after which s
;éathered together for games with for.

eits, as they alwaysdo, with greatmer.
riment. The pastor, for his forfeit, hed
to sing and dance a sword dance witha
ruler for & sword. It is a stately sffai,
and he did it well ; heused to bea war.
rior in the time of the revolution. Al
gve o'clock they all disperscd to their

omes.”

Educational work is one of the mest
successful and interesting departments
of missions in Japan. Doshishs Uni
versity, at Kioto, founded by Josph
Hardy Neesima, has now graduae
nearly 300 young men, among when
are many pastors and Christian work-
ers, 130 being from the theologicalde
partment. Over 2000 bhave attendd
without graduation ; and last yearthe
were in attendance 556 men and womer
The education of women is rapidly be
coming a recognized feature in aif
schools, and the governmental Minister
of Education has recommended higher
cducation of women in all departments.
A “ragged school’” has been started by
the Friends this year at Sapporo. “It
i8 attended twice a week by from 3%
70 boys and girls renging from sixt
sixtecn years old. Many come rem
larly, rain or snow, when the red e
tern hangs at the door.  They makeer:
cellent progress in their studiesandis
their habits, and were it not for lackof
funds to keep the school openregulatly,
much more might be accomplished.”




