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tilus ignorance? Is thiere assignable or rcasonable excuse for our allowing
8ucli unwilling ignorance longer to, exist ? For a generation Jap-an, China,
India, Burmnali have been opened to Chîristian missions, and for fiftecn
ycars Africa bas invited the hieralds of the Cross. Modern progrcss is the
giant with seven-leagrue boots. it ahinost scens as tlîough tiiere were an
uneionscious propheocy hidden in tîxat inytli of yore. An ordinary stride
îîîay measure twelLLy-one inches, but lininani invention inakes and marks
at one stride seven leagues, or twenty-one luils-tlîat is to say, vo, can
nove three, thousand times as fast iii these days as mon could in the remnote
days of antiquity. Ahasulerus sent ont hlis entire proclamations throughiout
the entire, empire froin the Bosphorus te the Indus inside of seven nionths,
and lie did this three timies in succession, becatise lie eonsidered the iluatter
urgent ; but we, with ail the aids that, more thanl two, tbousand years have
brouglit us since AMîssuertis, have neyer yet overtaken m-rore thîiî one third
of the habitable earth with our proclamation of Gospel t*adingas. Thebre is
guilt on our garrnents, and there oughlt to be the bluili of shame on our
faces ana in our hearts, for such negleet of mani is both dishonor and dis-
obedience toward God.

Thîirdly, we, need the spirit of heroism in the prosecution of missions.
What is lieroîsrn but the ehiild of a holy enthnsiasn, and the parent of holy
self-sacrifice 1 Froude, tells us that, the ICnigbit Templars enlisted thrce
bundredl of the very flower of hurnan society in the vain attempt to, rescue
the sepuichre of Christ froin profanation, and these three lîundred mever
camle back frorn Palestine, but left their bones ia its sacred soil ; yet
nobody rslsed remonstrance against suchi wvaste of life, tlîough lifé were
wasted en -vanity. We mnust stop eounting lives and counting converts,
putting sovereigns over against souls, and estiniating thme benefits of i sions
on a financial basis. Wben Abraiarn Lincoln wvas condoled withi on an
apparent defeat in lus struegles in behiaîf of the înancipatioxi of American
slaves, the noble roply proznpted. by lus loyalty te truth ana to, political
duty was, " Defeat ! If it were not one, but a liundrcd defeats, I should.
stili pursue the saine unchanginc cotirse." Anai it wvas thiat saine hieroie
imian who, when somne timid visitor cxpressed bis hiope thiat luin hVar of the
Rebellion tho Lord might prove te bc on the side of the North, replied,
IlAbout that I arn not at ail concerncd, but oniy finit %ve should be on the
Lord's side."' \Vhat is hifo good for, and by whiat standards is it te be
csthnated? \%Vho lias the noblest soul but hoe vho is wedded to the noblest,
grcatest, ana inost unselfish purpose, and %vhio te wvork ont that purpose
wotild, like Jeroine of Prigue, offer up his moil i ffime; like Lutiior, face
devils, tliough they were as plentifutl as tules on the houses ; or, hike Ig,çnatius,
welcoine thie lion's teeth by whîicli as grain of God hie wvas crushed and
ground te, mnake bread for God's people.

Sncbi lîoroism transýforina duty into delighit, arîd a bcd of living coals.
inte a boa of roses. "'Tlîe Crois of Christ," says Samuiel Ruthierford,
tg s the swectest biirUon that ever 1 bore. It la sticb a burden as wing8


