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The Indians to whom Brainerd ministered were exceedingly igno-
rant ; their social and moral condition was of the lowest order. They
were simply savages.  And yet the gospel, as preached and expounded
to them by this single young isolated missionary, whose heart was all
aflame with the love of God, and who spent hours every day on his knees
in prayer, was made mighty through faith in God for their salvation,
The grace of God achieved in four short years among that degraded
race as signal and as glorious a triumph as it achieved under Whitefield
and Edwards among the civilized and educated whites. No one can
trace the history of (od’s converting and transforming grace at Kaunau-
meek and Crossweeksung—note the operation of gospel truth and of
the Ioly Spirit’s influence on these ignorant and degraded sinners,
and especially such manifestations of power and grace as are recorded
in Chapter X. of Brainerd’s memoirs—and doubt for one moment the
sufficiency of the gospel in the hands of the Spirit of God, when wisely
and faithfully preached in faith and with importunate prayer, to
transform and elevate any people, however depraved and degraded. O
for the simplicity, the faith, the whole-heartedness, the re’iance on the
teachings of Christ and “the witness of the Spirit,” which character-
ized the carly Christians, and which characterized the life of Brainerd!
The church must yet come fo Lhis, or the ¢ millennial ” age, for which she
has prayed and waited so long, will prove only a pleasing dream.  May
renewed study of the life and example and achievements of this illus{ri-
ous missionary help to bring it about !

A second remark. Brainerd and his co-workers on the same field—
Eliot, Iorton, Sergeant and Edwards—really solved fur us tn theory the
Indian Problem, and we have been almost a century and a half in finding
it out ! Ilad the work which they began among and in behalf of the
aboriginal tribes of North America been continued and prosecuted to
its legitimate end ; had the policy which they clearly marked out and
inaugurated in their treatment of the Indian race—viz., honest deal-
ing, cvangelization, education, teaching the industrial arts—had this
Christian policy been recognized and pursued by the United States
Government and people in their subsequent dealings with them, what
untold millions of treasure had been saved the nation ! what bloudy
wars and frightful massacres had been averted ! The long dark record
of injustice, cruelty, perfidy, treaty-breaking—the strong oppressing the
weak, high-handed unrighteousness in the sight of Ileaven and the
civilized world—had not been wrilten.

At length, blessed be God, the truth which these missionary pioneer:
clearly perceived and exemplified in their teaching and lives begins to
dawn upon the American mind. The gospel of Jesus Christ, the church,
the ministry, the school, Christian society and civilization, are coming
at length to be recognized, by the Christian church at least, us the only




