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Development inNorthwest Ontario.

¢ Messre. Arthur B, Leo aud Hugh Bliin
havo just returned trom a two weeks’ trip in
tho iron region round about Port Arthur,”
says the Toronto Empire of Sept. 10th. ¢The
special objoct. of their journey was to attend
the annual mcoting of the Port Avthur, Duluth
& Western Railway Company, in which they
and other gentlemen arn largely interested.
Advantage was taken of the occasion to makea
personal inspection of the road and the country
through which it runs, so as to obtain au idea
of the resources of the localities tributary to
the road, aud the probable revenue of the com-
pany. From theso gentlemen it is ascertained
that their road is now finished for about 80 miles,
and will be completed to the Canadian boundary
line at the Narrows, between Gun Flint Lake
and Maguoetic lake, about the end of this
nonth, A short line is aleo being built by “he
same parties on the United States side, run-
niny into extensive iron mines. They paid a
visit to the property of the Gua Flint Iron
Company in the State of Minnesota, about four
miles from the end of the Cunadian line of the
Port Arthur, Duluth & Western. This is said
tc be the finest iron mine in the state, not even
excepting the celebrated iron mines of Tower
and Ely or the much talked of Massaba mincs.
There are out.croppings of the finest ore cover.
ing a stretch of over three miles uud beyond
doubt containing millions of tons of the highest
grade of magnetic iron ore. This company
recently made a contract with the Yort Arthur,
Duluth & Western railway to furnish at least
one hundred tons of iron ore annually for 10
years for shipment in bond over the company’s
road to Fort Wi'llis.m or Port Arthur, thence
to bo forwarded by water to the castern States,
and the opinion is freely expressed that the
actual shipments will far exceed the quantity
contracted for. It would seem iwmpossible to
place a limit to the iron industry in this
locality on either side of the boundary. There
arc excellent indications on the Canadian
side, and the only thing vequired is capital
for their speedy dovelopment, Specimens of
ore bave been shown us from a location near
Whitefish Lake, close to tho track, iree from
sulphur, with only the slightest trace of phos.
hphorus, and which shows 65per cent. of mung-
aneso this ore is said to be worth §1.50 per ton
more than any in the United States. Excite-
ment is running high all through this region,
and if only a small percentage of the expecta.
tion of those intercsted be realized the peoplo
of Canada will be astonished at the result.
The prospects of this pioneer Canadian mineral
road are practically unbounded. In uddition
to theiron traffic there will be an immense
lumber trade, aud the company has already
semo large contcacts for hauling logs. Train
loads are now coming dowa the road daily.
Besides this there is a splendid farmiog coun-
try for settlement along the Whitefish valley,
-and there will also be considerable trafiic from
the scores of silver mines along the line of the
railway. The Empirc is glad to hear such re.

ports from these gentlomon. In the language
of ono of them : ‘Mining in this section muat
ussumo prodigioua proportions, and no railway
in Canada has ever commenced operations with
anything like as favorable prospeots as the
Port Arthur, Duluth & Western.”
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Fort William Water Works.

Fort William like many auvother rising town
is bothored with » question of water supply.
While it is situated within a few bhuadred
yards of Lake Superior and has flowing past is
the great Kaministiqua river, anabundant and
convenient supply of water fit for all domestic
purposes i3 nevertheless not at preseat tc be
hud,  In view of the growing importance of the
place its inhabitants are casting about them
with the object of securing such a auppl, of
thisnccessary.

A number of plans have been suggested in-

volving more or less expcuse whereby this can

be accomplished. One is that a pumping station
be established » few miles up the river, and a
pipe line laid from that to the town. While
this plan would do were no better one available,
it is under Fort William’s circumstances not
the most desirable. The one which seems to be
the bestis tolay a pips line ucross the river
and up to Loch Lomond, which is situated oa
Mount McKay, This Inke or natural reservoir
contains the pure~t water in uolimited quantities
and could be made u never failing source of
supply. Moroe than encugh pressure would be
obiained by reasunof theheightofthe waterabove
the town. Such a system could aot be cstab-
lished though without an outlay which is almost
beyond Fort William’s means at present. The
inhabitants have the satisfaction of knowing,
however, that water is always there, and when
the time comes they will make the necessary
connections and secure one of the most peviect
water supplys in Canada.

Notes.

Fire visited Fort William on Friday, the 14th
ult., and partially coasumed three buildings.

Several parties have been coavicted of aelling
liquor to the Indians in Rat Portage district.

There is « prospect of a large steamer being
built during the coming wianter to ply between
Rat Portage and Fort Fraucis.

The Roman Catholic Church at Port Arthur
was seriously damaged by five on the evening
of Wednesday, September 21st.

From March Sth to August 31st the number
of fares collected on the Porc Arthur electric
street railway exceeded 62,000.

Port Arthur proposes to submit a by-law to
raise 840,000 for the oxtension of its electric
street ratlway to West Fort Willian.

A very heavy stormon Lako Erie in thelatter
patt of September nearly resulted in the
wrecking of somo of the large freight boats. .

The steamer Shamrock, left Rat Portago
Tucsday, September 20th for Rainy River with
a cargo of 1,000 sacks of flour and SO tous of
freight.

The Port Arthur Jlerald is respon§ible for the
statement thata Duluth capitalist contemplates

oatablishing a $30,000 iron foundry at Fort
William.

An Athletic Building Association, Ltd., has
beon organized and incorporation applied for
among the citizons of Rat Portage with the ob-
ject of orectivg and maintaining a building to
bo used in winter as a curling rink and in sum.
mer for a boas club house, public meetings, &ec.
The company expect to have their building
completed by the winter.

The Rat Portage papers are rvoasting the
managemont and everything connected with
the lute veduction works, From what we can

‘gather from these we should say that the enter-

prise has proved a veritable reduction works—
for reducing cash the pileofitsowners. Instead
of extracting gold from ore it has bzon extract.
ing it from suckers.

The Port Arthur, Daluth & Western railway
is fast approaching completion. It is now at
the boundary live of Minnosota, and is being
run into the iron mines in that state. A con.
tract has been made with a company in Duluth
and Mipnesota to carry one million tons of ivon
ore from Mibnesota to Port Arthur within the
next ten years, which is equivalent to 100,000
tons per annum for that period.

Lort Avthur Sentinel :  “Eighty miles of the
P. A. D. & W. nailway from Pozt Arthur have
been railed and the remaining six milesare being
graded to the Minaesota boundary line and
will be completed before the snow falls, The
rock cuts which were encountered and made
recently, have cngaged a considerable amount
of labor, but Mesers. Middleton and Conmee,
the experienced contractors have surmounted
every difficulty.”

A Toronto despatch to Winnipeg of a recent
dute gave the followiny information: “The
provincial mining convention, to be held at the
S0, will discuss a proposition to grant 12,500
acres of land per mile to colonization railways
in Algoma and the creation of Algoma into a
province. It is pointed out that Algoma with
its 54,000 population and its 27,500 square miles
with rich deposits of gold, silver, copper, iron,
petroleum, nickel and unlimited fisheries has
as good a right to bé made a province as the
territories with 70,000 population aad 293,900
sqaare miles which had to be divided into seve.
ral provinces, A proposition will also be made
for reciprocity between Canadn and the States
in all minerals and manufactured products there-
of, and have all lands six montbs in arrear of
taxes opon to the actual explorer and settlers.”
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