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woe and all the misery of mankind, theu we will be convinced and
we will acknowledge that it is an evil and a bitter thing which God
and all the good hate with a perfect hatred. But the death of Chuist
is the concentration of iniquity. In it wo have the judgment of
God concerning sin. In it God has collected tho evil of sin and ex.
poses it as an object of abhorrence to all intelligences.  In it we be.
hold the incompatability of sin with the glory of God, with the sal.
vation of men.  From it proceeds our conviction of sin, our purga.
tion from it, and our resurrection to holiness and cternal life. We
should look on him who was wounded for our transgressions aud
bruigsed for our iniquities and by whose stripes we arc healed, and
we should “ mourn 48 one mourneth for an only son,and be in bit-
terness as one is in bitterness for a first-born.”

2. It implies & knowledge of the character of God and our con
nection with him. ¢ The fool hath said in his heart that there isno
God,” and therefore he makes no acknowledgment of God. Ie that
cometh unto God with the acknowledgment of sin, must believe that
God is. The existence of an cternal, intelligent and perfect being
lies at the foundation of all morality, and should be powerfully
present to our minds in all the excercises of religion. But we mus
not only know that theve is a God, wo must know also what God
is; because our acknowledgments of sin will only correspond with
the views we torm of the being to whom we make the acknov-
ledgment. All mankind transgress against the relations existing in
society. But the acknowledgments which superiors make to their
inferiors, parents to their chilaren, princes to their subjects, ave vast-
ly different from the acknowledgements which inferiors make to
their superiors, children to their parents and subjeets to their prin-
ces. So it is with regard to God and sinners. If we form just con-
ceptions of the divine character we will make an honest aclrow-
ledgement of sin ; but if unjust, unworthy views, our acknowledge
ment will eorrespond. When sinners who love sin think that God
is altogether such an onc as themselves, then they think also that
he will approve of their sin, and consequently that no acknowledge
ment of sin is necessary, or at any rate that merely a verbal ac
knowledgement would be sufficient, such an aclknowledgdment as
would please their fellow-men. We must know and believe the b
liness of God; that he eannot look upon sin. It is that abominable
thing which he hateth. We must know and believo the justiceof
God. That he is the determined enemy of sin; that it is imposh
ble for him to sin, that he will maintain an eternal opposition
to it ; that either sin or the sinner must be cternally destroyed;
that Christ was manifested to destroy the works of the devil that
he might save the sinner, These views of God will convince us of
the intrinsic evil of sin, the necessity of acknowledging and forsa{:-
ing it. We must know the wisdon: of God. His understanding i3
infinite. He could never be mistaken. Ho could not have preseat
ed any duty but what was reasonable and beneficial. He could nev
er have prohibited anything but what was abominable and pem¢
ious. This will show us the propriety of acknowledging our Sns
‘We must know the omniscience and omnipresenco of God. That he
searches the hearts and tries the reins of tho children of men; 33
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Thathe seethin



