
THE ACADIA ATIIEArIEUM.

N OT ail custonis t1iah tare aIICcint cati bo lionored.For instance, the bloody rites of humait. sacrifice
and the wild revotry of bacchannlian orgies have
grown, into disreputo %vithî the advancenient of civil-
ization and moral refineinet. Ujacer this saine
category of condeinned practices shoul bo written
in, a bold hiand the word Il Iazing." A few instances
of this shoulcl-be-forsaken custoîn having cornte under
our notice, cail for sone conmment. Apart front the
special injustice in those particular cases, thero tire
genieral and valid objections te tho custoin as a îvhole.
lut the first place, noe student or nuniber of students
have te moral riglht te inflict such discipline uipon
another. Tlîouglh a body of students inay constitute
a distinct ni peculiar society by thenisclves, thcy
canniot clain to bo exempt froiti those gencral iawvs
wvhich arc fundantental iii ail social o'aiain
These (leny the privilege of priî ate vengeanèlice, and
delegato tho arbitration of disputes anid the a(liniis-
tration of justice to the properiy appointed authorities
of the wvhole body pouLtie. llazing is thus placcd
undcr ban. At hast it cia oiily dlaim to adinîiiister
justice iii tîmat tvild, primitive, suminary nantier char-
acterizcd by the terni IlLynch law." lit citmer case
the innocent aril about as apt t, suifer as tho guilty,
white the truc cuiprit stands back and hounds ou the
persecuters. lit the second place, w/here action is so
hcated and hasty, the causes %vhich scout te cail! for it
arc as eftcn iw.aginiary as ruai. But little tinio is
takon, for consideration as te tho real muerits of the
case, anti hience miscîievous and untruthfui represenl-
tations, conceived in sorne ovil, treacherous brain,

1and disseminated by sianderous tonques, are often
iiistaken for suflicient reasons for heapin- indignities
upon seine unoifending person. Evidence of thlis is
found in the frequent necknowledIgmnits of mnisled but
fair-minded students. Iii the third place, wlet te
motives governling such action are analyzed, iL appears
very of ton that the ostensible end of correcting fault.
is really subservient te a stron- desire for the picasur-
able stimulation of exciting scelles, but littie account
being taken of the pain and disadvantage inflictcd
upon Mie victito. Stili it nîay hc urgcd timat under
corne circurntances rzash a course is absolutely noces-
cary. We mnay again. be allo'ived te question if it is
ever nocossary to adopt irreg,,ular courses of procedure
in Qrder te correct irregularitics.-to descend from

M«entloînaniily coud uct iiu order te force others te ii.
WVe hearfily coticur with our Presidetit ia condemning
such practices, and ini conccivin- that thiere is la more
excellent wvay."

T E RSE vr:ting-, is the donmand of the tige. Tite
authors .vite wvill be read by futmreo gener-tiuns

arie those whoso motte is nllieni in ))arno. Thie
shorticess of life, ani the niuch that nmust bo crovdedl
inte every useful life, niakes this donîand iinperativ.
Superflueus iverds and clauses mnust give place te
thoughit. Terse îvriting- is net tMe preduet of uncon-
scieus cerebration, ner the cpoutameity of any inan's
brain ; bu this result ever e good, pLttient timouglit
would have miade ait inmprovemient. Soute niay pride
thonselves on being able te ivrite witmout muca fore.
thouglit ; but such writing laeks the Il Allic sai," and
wvill soon ho troenoî under foot. Thiere is a stt-ikitbg
ceniparison betweeni the verbosity of Josephius and the
tcrsencess -%vithi îhich Julitis Caisar decriljed ellu of
blis greatest victories :-Veini; vidi; -uici. Close
wvriting suggests liard work, while ver1 .ssiity impremsso
olle iii the opposite direction ; the inan o! carmest pur-
pose ivili seize the former and rejeet the latter.
Terseness, however, shouid itever bo sou-lit at the
sacrifice of clearnes; we înust net give Charybdis
such a wide bemth as te land us inm the arins o! Scylla.
But it is evident, that for the lack of terscness many
goûti ani wholesonie %vorks must find a place in the
dusty archives of forgotteni ]ore. The ivriters andI
speakers who arce heard and rendl by Llinking amen are
net tîmese whim pack thoir sentences îvit filue rhetori-
cal figures, but îvith close and. iol! defliied theught,
baced up by an ciraest purpoce. Shoulciwe compare
the oraterical speeches o! the cloquent Pitt, with the
modern practical torseiicss of Gladstoe, ve ivili sc
that tho spirit of the age tends te close îvriting ani
concise spcaking.

W E tvoui( cal) attention te the article in our
present issue upon IlCollego Conifederation."

It is au able criticisin of Lthe suborne, and coniprehon.-
sive statement of the principal objections te it. Tie
arguments are Nivell worthy of the consideration of AI
cducationists, wliatover Lthe complexion of their viows
urmoi this subject.


