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is not now so different as it was from that current in
England. But he seces there is yet 2 margin and, |

prosperity all classes of an overcrowded population,
and so it has done and is still doing in Ireland ; but

indeed, until all our vast domain is fairly settled, | Irish landlords of Lisgar’s stamp, accustomed to look
there must always be; and he gives statements of the | closely to present needs, cannot see beyond them.
relative advantages as to wages and cost of living of | Mr. Brassey does. Throughout his book, indeed,
many of the American fields for labour, the Plate, the | there runs a delightful vein of real human sympathy
Argentine Republic, as well asthe United Statesand ! with his fellow-men of every nation, creed and class.
Canada. Nor does he omit mention of the influence | He recommends courts of conciliation, to re-unite
of emigration on the home countries. He shews | the temporarily widened gap between employer and
tha4, so great has been the exodus of railway labour- | employed ; piece work, as a means of raising the
ers from Ireland, that it is, at the present time, diffi- | earnings of the men without detriment to the master;
cult to procure the necessary supply to complete the | the eventual shortening of hoursto prevent the over-

Fermoy and Liswore Railway ; but he does not re-
gret Irish emigration, on the contrary, he admits
that the Iabourerin Ireland is still comparatively poor,
and, surely, he adds, a destitute, and *‘because des-
titute, 2 disaffected population is a discredit and a
weakness, and not an honour or a strength to a
nation.” ¢ Isit not immeasurably better,” he adds,
““that a man should prosper in a foreign country,

tasking of the energies, in these days when the close
attendance upon machinery taxes brain and muscle
alike, and makes labour more severe than formerly ;
co-operative societies, in shapes shewn to work ad-
vantageously, as means for the settlement of disputes
as to wages. He is 1 man of progress, not in the
sense of feverish, restless excitement; but in the
broad philanthropic sense, which looks to the eleva-
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than struggle miserably .or existence in his native | tion of the conditions of all classes, physically and
land ?"  Here speaks the man of large heart and ' morally : not a man whose piety begins and ends in
broad principles, and we cannot but contrast his | his own money bags. And to Lord Lisgar and to
language with that of Lord Lisgar, u.. yesterday  the public generally, we commend the extract with
our Governor-General, now living on his Irish farms, ' which we close :—

where long may he remain, who, at a recent meeting . *“ The importance of sociz] reforms, and of secur-
of Irish landlords, tried, by false representations, | ing the material well-being of the masses of our
and' for selfish purposes, to prevent cmigration to | population, is now universally recognised. I con-
this country, to which, for his peerage and his | fess my doubts as to the efficacy of legislationin such
savings, he should be for ever grateful. Mr. | matters. It must be remembered that all national
Brassey beautifully proves, in several chapters, | expenditure for the benefit of the working classes
that where the labourer is poorly paid, he is hardly , which is not reproductive must be defrayed by addi-
worked, and destitute of the comforts of life. He | tional taxes. Let the transfer of land be by all
gives a sorrowful picture of the condition of the pea- | means facilitated, let railway communication be-
santry of Russia, where the women give birth to , tween the centre of a great city and its suburbs be

children in barns and stables, and, in three days at :
the utmost, are again employed in hard field labour
—where, in some Provinces, the average limit of life
is but 15 years, and rarely exceeds 27, so that there
are, in the whole Empire, but 265 persons alive be-
tween 15 and 60 years of age, out of 1,000 bom,
while in Great Britain there are 548. He traces up
the relations between low wages and physical degra-
dation and misery in many countries, under many
suns, and the conclusion is irresistible, that it is well
for the labouring man to live where wages are high:
There were people like Lord Lisgarin the Hebrides,
in the time of Johnson’s tour, who wished to dis-
suade the inhabitants from taking ship for America ;
but, if we compare the present position of the Ieb-
ridians with what Johnson describes, e find that even
they are better off, while the sons of those who left
are now among the rulers of the States and Pro-
vinces on this side of the Atlantic. Has the wealth
of the landlords of the Hebrides decreased? Far
from it. Emigration has raised to the average of

made as cheap as poss‘ble, let emigration be assisted

i by loans, if security can be taken for the repayment

of such advances ; but, granted that something may
be done by these various means, I hesitate to admit
that the State can be the chief instrument for eleva-
ting still higher the moral condition of the people.
The work is too vast for any Government to under-
take. It can only be accomplished by the self-help
and self-sacrifice of the whole nation. And when
all shall have done their duty in their several stations,
the pressure of unforeseen calamity upon some un-
happy individuals and the incapacity of others will
leave a mass of suffering to ~ur compassionate care,
which it will task our best energies to relieve. The
poor we shall always have with us; and the great
peers, the landowners, and the men who have be-
come rich in comrerce, must show themselvesactive
in their sympathies for all just demands, benevolent
and kindly in the presence of distress. The exercise
of these excellent virtues, while it is in the first place
a paramount duty, will undoubtedly bring with it to



