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Great is the misery, even
in this prerent world, which
is occagioned by the stipifying,
selfish, sin of diinking to ex-
cess.

Strong drink destroys thought
am! reagon, makes a man for-
get what he owes to his wife,
to his children, to his friends,
and even to hiz Maker. Hard
drinking cannot do good to a
man in health, nor make a
weak man strong, but it makes
a strong man weak, and tuins
the heart that was kind and
friendly to hardness aud buttec-
Bess.

Beware of the public honse—
Bcw?lre of the Beer-shop ; the
outside is generally the safest
side of (hegalchous{, door. The === |
company and the drink met
with at such places are the
likely means to lead you to
1, if you indulge in them.

Look at yonder old man staggering out of th~ leer-
shop, his face bloated and red, and his legs swolien and
bandaged. Listen not to hys wouds, for they proceed from a
wicked heart, and his very breath is tanted with the poison~
ous llgu.or he has_just been taking. No friendly # good
r:nghl is offered him 35 he passes the neighbors® open doors :
Re has no friend amongst them, Sec ! he hag managed to find
!xgs home ; l!ul will he find a2 welcome? Ah!wno. ile has
.illed his wife—she died of a hroken heart. His daughters
wou.ld be glad to help him, but his hehaviour i5 50 abusive
and indecent, that they cannot live unde: his roof. Poor gitls!
they diead to think of his situation! they have tried to
warn him of his dany.r, but he will not lislen, and his oaths
and curses only make thom feel still more bitterly the hope-
lessness of his case. ‘I'o health and happiness he is a perfect
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commandments, and if ever he isable to think at all, his
feelings of remorse are so terrible, that rather than suffer
tbem, he would pawn his last blanket, and drink till he once
more forgo.l hlm.self. Bat he must die ; and thea,oh, then !
what awaits him 7 The flames of hell, the blackness of
darkness. Who tiren shall give him one drop of water to
cool his tongue ?

Young man, beiiald this picture. Ido you sk wheoca it
was taken7 Alas! you need not go far to find such an ohject ;
for alinost every place has e drunkards. Wil you be one
of them 7 You shudder at the thonght. ‘F'hen come not in-
to their friendship ; and if you wish not to die a drunkard,
beware that you sit not down in a public honce with a tippler,
and the first ime you are tempted to drink for pleasure, re-
member the. drunkard’s pictute,

Did you ever see & man driving & wedge into a log of
weod to spiit ll?_ He firsts gets the small edge into thecrack,
and thereby driving it a F'le way ata time, he gets it
forced in till the thickest past is deep sunk in the wood 5 and
what was at first only aiittle crack, becomes a deep broad
apening, which soon vuns right across the timber and splitsit.

Just so does the enemy of our soul’s happiness con-
trive Lo get his temptations into our hearts. When he wants
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stranger; he is in the constant practice of Lreaking God’s,
:hecause you are cold or wet, or for any such reason,
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he hegins with some little sin, and then, when a person has
done that, he i3 ready with a greater one, and so ontill he has
got them to commit the greatest crimes ; such as at first
they would have trembled to think of. ‘Thercfore, beware
of his fittle temptations,

If you wish to keep him from getting in the large enil
of the wedge, take care that you do not let him put in
the little end. Beware and do uot play on the edge of the
pit of destructio.., when you ought to be walking siraighton
towards heaven.

You would shrink with horror, at the thought of ever be-
coming a murderer; then beware of passion.fg ans

Yon think it impossible you should ever become a drunk-
ard 5 then let nothing induce you tolake 2z litlle & lirils
ost

drunkards have begun by taking a very little.

Be not persuaded t, Jepart from this rule becauso you are
weary, better take a bit of bread and cheese with aLille
water, it will in the end be likely to prove far better tov
you.

You have, pe~haps, heard of people in fevers beingso strong
that it took three or four people to hold them ; but when
the fever went away theyjwero as weakias a child, and in-
deed they very often sink away and die, 2
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And it is just so with persons who take spinits,  They feel
a littla beller fou it at first ; they think themselves stronget
and more fit for their work ; but look at them in a few hours,
and all their strength is gone ; they waunt another dram,
and so they go on till theyfhecome downright tipplers, and
often cither die in a fit, or by some inward complaint their
drinking has brought oa them.

Therefore keep out thellittle end of the wedge,—the lit-
tle sip of spirits and water., »

Think how much happier, how much more useful and
betier in this wosld the sober young man is than the drunk-
ard ; yet remember, that good as moraliy is for man, there

to make people thieves, or drunkards, or lars, ar murderers,is « wider, more accurate, and lasting divisicon'made by
he does not atonce tempt them to do ‘a great wickedness, for | Faity into the two classes of believ rs and unbelievers be-
he knows they would be afraid and ashamed to do it ; but | fore God.




