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doubtless flic mest ancient, wvns the pillar of
.Absaloîn, the construction otf which is Mntionî-
cd 23 Sain. xviii, 18. No doubt is entertained,
sa far as [ know, tlîat is tha monument there
describeti. Its architecture is diflhrcnt froîn
any thing whiich ilhi bet'ore r'ee. The bottoni
is eut firomn the soid rocà. This panrt is lier-
Iîaps fit'teen lc2et inii lit, and is surinouîîted
by an antique cornice. Tite second story, as 1
mnay cai it, is soincevhat, less iii hoight, built or'
heavy blockcs uof liard Iiînestono, and stirinounited
by alloter cornice. Above this is stiti anothier
story, consisting of a single blocic of' liiiiestunie
in the shape of an incurvated cone, the upper
part et' %viichi is quite sleuder. Tite0 whole is
attogethier unique, and even w'ithout the nid or
tradition, gives one impressions of a ver>' rcmnoto
nntiqnity. Thîis is just opposite Mott Moritah,
on wvhoso level sumnmit the temple anciently
stooti. Leavingr this monument, wvo ascended
the âMount, of Olives, andi directeti Our course
toward Bel liany. Just berore rcachingr the top,
we turneti round and obtaineti a viewvC of Jerui-
salem, perhaps the finest, andi in or.e respect
certainly tho most interestinfg, %vhich %va got
froin any direction. Immiediatety betow us wvas
the deep ravine ort' ei Kedron, wvhiclî our Sa-
viour se often crossed to seek the retirenient etr
Gethsemnano; and the nearest abject on the
otîter side %vas tlîe grand plattorni on wvhicli
once stood the temple of* Sotomon, but zîow tho
niiosque or QOmar. Beonti tlîis lies tîte city,
spread out upen, the sumits eof motints Mo-
rkth, Zion, auîd Acra, alnost as liigh as the
Mounit of Olives itself, andi sufficientty incline(]
touvard the east to grive, froin that direction,
the Most complote view of its entire exte-nt.
But the %vitole scene mnust be regarded by tlîe
Clîristain %vith ten-folti interest, wlien hoe re-
members that it %vas just hiera that our Lord,
near the close of his eartlîly ministry, behielt
the city and.- wept ever it, anxd said, Il O that
dieu hadst kcninwn, aven thou, at toast in this
tlîy day, the things that belong te thy pence;
but now thiey are hitiden t'rom, tlîine cyca." Tlîe
position of' the hli is sucli as leaves noe rooin te
doîîbt tlîat liere is tlîe sconcof et i transaction
récorded, Luka xix,ý 37-44. Alas! that the
present inhiabitants of .Trusatem, have as tittie
idea etf the titinls that belong te their pence,
as tliose had wvhomn our blesseti Savieur longed
te gather "4as a lien gathertl lier brood under
her wvings,"l but they "4 vouId net." Afcer pro-
ceeding a short distance on the Iiti], %ve get a
splendid viewv tewards tue east and south. Be-
fýoe us wvas the Dead Sea (distinctly visible and
appearingr net more than hall as far from us as
it TealIy %vas) %vith a part eof the plains of Jor-
dan andi the mounitains et' Moab stretching bo-
yond; andi on our right wvere the hlis anti val-
Ieys of Jutiea.

la passing over this part et' our ivay wvcwere
mnet by nuînbers eof pensants, geing %vith '.he pro-
duce eof thîeir, fields te the.city; andiIw~as struck
wvt the sâlÛtation W~hich.they ail; without hesi-

*tatien, addressed te us, viz., SaZumi aleyclinq
"1 Pence bu te yeul;" te îvîîiclî ive respendeti,
A/lyouz,î salant, 'I'o yent bc penLce." This
aticient, andi beautilXît salutation is iio'v getneraily.
con fineti te àussulmans. In the villagres et'
Plaestinîe, lîowvvere andi ii'n Meunt Lebanlion it
is useti ty native Chiristians, andi atidresseti
t'reeiy te floreigners

Voproceedta te ceasterni extreinity et'
thc Moulît eof Olives, alld there came sluddecnly
îîîmon a little villaige about Live milles 11roiiî Jeru-
salein. Thiis wvas Betlîany. It is nov calîcti
Lazwaria, freni Lazarus, iviioni Our Lerd liera
calleti eut etr lits grave. 1 do net khue wv~hat
evi ,dence tiiere is that the temb, whlich tliey lnew
bihow is as tlîat ot' Lazarts, wvas reaity tic place
et' ls seputture. No (leubt can exist, lovevcr,
tiîat tilis is Bethany, tile place w vhere hoe iveti
anti dicti nnd %vas raiseti te lire by that vaice
whicli wili ene day wvake ait wvo sleep in tlic
dust et'the carth, somne te everlustingr le, anti
sonie, te shniù and everlastiing conitenipt.
llere ouir Lord ot'teîî came; anti particularly
wvhite itttesidinig the festival turing wvhich. luis
apprehiension andi cruicifixioni occurreti, wve are
ilfilourmed tlîat lie wus iii thc li;ubit et' lodging at
Bcthany, andi et' ge;ng early cvery înernîng inte,
the City, te ho presenitt nt thîe m1Orning service e
the temple; anti it wvas in coing froîn Botlîany
te Jerusutem that, lie rode ulboil a yoting ass,
und %vas greeted with "IIesaîna, te thc Son or1
Davidi." Exe tiiî td eep andt narrow caverti
now calleti the toînb of' Lazarus, wvhicli ive on-
tereti by the lighîit et' enîtites breughit witl uis
flor the plîrpose, thore wvas notlig et' uxtercat
to be scen nt flotlany. Se wve turned aui faâces
iiîinetiiatcly tawvard Jcrtisalem, talzing a path
whiiclî %votind first aroundt the northiern dcclivity
et' the Mounit et' Olives, and thon led us ta its
sumniit, very necar the city, wvlience it is said
thiat Uic Saviaur ascended te ieaivon. XVe
%vonit into thc cliapel et' the ascension, built ovor
the suipposeti spot wlîcnce thc Savieur let't the
%verldj anti wero sliovn, ii a rock, near the
centlre eof the cliaîel, soinetluing like., tIc print
et' a foot, îvhich tlîe pilgriis are tauglît te bc-
Hoie was mliraculeuisly produceti by thc foot ofÈ
aur Lord wvhîeî± ho ascended. The spet is kcept
covered, anti is kissed witlî great veuicratien by
the pilgrims.. Froîîî the ctosing verses eft' Le.
gospel acrding te Lukie, it woulti seeni pro-.
bable thnt the actual place et' our Saviour's as-
cension wvas on soîno part et' the Meunt o±È
Olives iîear te 3otîamiy; but liowever that may
bo, allai hîewever )lensant, it inighrlt ho te X'nioiv.
tie exact spot, wvo have reason te bless Goïd,
tInt neither aur acceptance witli himi nor Ouri.
sanctification depentis upon any sudh kneiv-
ictigo; but tint ivo live uîîder a dispcnsntioni
whvlîi ciejoins true andi spirituial %vorslîip et'
Goti, without regard te the place wliere it is,
ofl'ereti.

Frei the Mouiît or' Olives -%ve desceuîded td
thi garden et' Getîsemano, the lecatioti e1

ivhich is identified %vitil tolerable certaiiy àhl


