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But perhaps you say " Ail that, i'ns near-
]y a litindreci yuars agt,. IWe have groîvu
,%viser sinco." I wish I could think su.
Perhaps 1i migbit if it wctro nut thazt r have
acen some thiings Nvitl niy ovvn ues.
TIîirty*niine years ago it was îuy fortuno tu
bue a witnless (Jf thu Re6vohîtion of 1848.
I stood i front of the TIVilories an hour
after Louis Philippe had fled, anîd saxv it
sacked by the populace. The da3s that
followed were the carnival of Liberty.
W~e thouglît that the politicai end social
inillennini lhad corne. 'fTie ivalls of Paris
wvere placarded wvith "thieso grand w'ords!":
Liberty, Fquality, Frateriîity. But ive
soun fouind*lili nituch, or ratherhow hittle,
virtue there ivas in utere ivords: that the
''Libeî-ty" (if a people xvi th no0 moral or te-
ligieous restraint wvas but nubridlud liceine;
that "E Fquality" wvas the upturning of
society, so that its basest elenients Novere
on tho top, and its best underneath; and
that '"Fretternit3'" was the uniloosing of alI
tho pent-up hatred (if clasmes, tbat 0burst
forth in a rage for ituntual destruction.
Four months passed, and "Paris %vas iii a
atate of sieg,,e, and soidiers and p)eople
ucere ffighting iii the streets-one mobre
pruof that there is no Frothierhood of M1an
without the Fatherheod of Goci.

Since then I have believcdl in a <lxo-era-
mient of law, 1îè1d together by ail the sanc-
tions xvhichi can bu given te it, liuan
and diVineo. Society ivill neot construtie
itself hy aiy interniai law of growth like
that in the nattural wor]d. Hwviani nature
is wayward and iinruly, and lias te ho
curbed and disuiplined. It is in seciety as
it is in nature-tîab is accoutited the niost
perfect which is iaost highly organized.
Civilization ie on]y another naine for or-
ganization, and that seciety whicli is inost
l)erfectl3' organized is nîest higlily civiliyed.
I ato that; organizationi must enter rnany
elements. Notonlyl is ociety te be governied
by Jawv, but it is buttresscd round by great
instithtions, -%ichl are the siow grewth of
centuries; it is subject toeau unwriitten law,
forined in mailners and customs,u-hich de-
fine -the relations of men toe ' cjb other; it
is raised ini tonte by the influences ef learn-
ing and liter'ature, science and firt; and,
alieve ail, it is established on the strolig
feundatien«of reiigious beliof. Thus se-
ciety is the raost elaborate frawework ever
constructedby nian-delicate ium nany of
its parts, with au aeria] lightncss like thsat
of certain fwns -ofoarhitcture, % hich soar
upward se gracefully because they reat

securely on the fQundations belovi. Froni
ail this social architecture yenl tuk-e
atvay the chief stuppoit whlî yen destroy
Rneligion. You kilock out the under-
pînuing froin the delicate yet nmighty fabric
w% hidli had becn thu creation of ccnturics,
aad think it iil stand in the air. 1 thik

TUE EXPEIMMENT TnILD.

0f course 4>hIiloSophcrls, ivith whoin
skcepticisin la ' nuiarly a bahbit of immid, do>
not coniteiplate sucli practical results:
they -de îît consider that to destroy re-
ligion wotid be to destroy socicty. .lit-
decd t ley stouttly inaintitin that -sui
wvould îîot lie the resuilt. But has'not tho
exI)erinient been tried? The Freucli Rev'-
olution i'ns especially dirc(tcd agninst,
Religion. It weut totL'o farthiest extreinio
in tearin, clown chutrc- and altars, and
boldly pr0oclaizaed its b. -d of Atliei.-i
Thun at last taiat was fr e:his Letters wvere
brukemi; his linibs Nwere ail unbouiid. Bul
stood oi'cct, xith nîo ("(id al.oie 1dmi tu
overawve bis free spirit. What fôllowedl!
Iii place of fini ivlie had beun iverdiil)lcd
at OChristian altars, a, wunian Nvas set up ini
the pauîthieon as the Ocddess of Rezusoni -a-
guddess who hiad fit worslippers iii apeoplu
that pliungod into suuli excesses a niever
before, Unbounded license pruduced its
naturai effeet in the general. corrupjtion of
niciais. Wl'hun they liad exhnusted thoeir
rage against religion, tihey turned against
each otiier, and them Ago of ]Reitson ended
itu the Reign of Terr>r; and so the bi illiant
theories cf French.- phlilosophîera wero
drowned in blood.

This is net encouragimg te those w lio are
looking fer a social nîillennium. But they
will nuL admit that wbot bas happened ini
France ay halipen in A'nierica. " Our
people are not excitable au the Frenchi."
But liow long is it since dynanîiters in
Chicago threvw bornbs inito a crowd cf mon,
womnen, end chilciren, iii the uame of Lib-
.erty, Equal ity, and Frûte-nity? Rurnan
nature is tbe samie tverywhere, iind uzîder
tbe sanie conditions ive niust expect tho
sanie resuits. If there be anything proved
by history, itis that Atheisi cannot bold
socioty together: its, tendency is to disin-
tegratien. If a niai bas »0> God, hie xviii
inake a god of himsLlf. When mea stand
apart, they soon cerne te hate eaeh putbeî',
and thiut mutuai hatred will, seener or later
explode iii war andrevolution, till society
and civilization are ready *te peri8h. If
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