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THE CENTEXNNIAL OF GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY.

The centenary celebration of the foundig of Georgetown
Umiversity’ was remarkable in wmore ways than one. It is the
oldest and most celebrated Catholie stitution of learmng
i the Umted States ;b was founded by Avchinkhop Carroll,
the fanther of the Ameriean Hierarehy 5 and the one hundredth
annnersary of its celebration drew together one of the most
distimgeushed agsewblies of prelates, pricsts aud lnyien n
the annals of the Churelr on this contiment. It was remark-
able also, ng 0 spontancous testimony from men eminent in
every walk of hite, to the beneficence and distinetion of the
Soeety of Jeans, under whose eare the University Yas been
from the begmunmg; a fuet which <hould not be without in-
struction to a certam element here in Canada at the prescut
time.  From persanages so opposite ax Cardinal Gibhons nad
Pres.dent Cleveland, who, if any, are entitied to speah for the
democraey of Ameriea, cane words of the highest praise of
the scholustic attanunents and epinent virtues of the Jesuit
Fathers,  The latter m the course of a v8ry mteresting wnd
practical address, sund :

“ Another thought, born, 1 suppose, of the solemn trust
which [ have held for the Ameriean people. prompts me to
gay i word concermng the relation which sueh nu mstitution
as this should bear to Amersean eitizenship. Men of learn-
ing we at all mes need 3 but we also need good citizenship.
There should not be that selfishness in eduention whieh leads
itz possessor to ive witlan himself, apd to hug his treasure
with sordid satisfuction.  The least an educated man should
do is to make humself a good, trae American citizen 3 and he
fails to do his entre duty if he dovs not also mprove the
citizenship of others. s love of country should be great,
his wterest in pubhic affurs shonld at ol tmes be aetive, and
s diseharge of the duties of etizenship should be guided by
all the inteligence he poxsesses, and atided by all the learming
he has acquired.

 Georgetown College shonld be proud of the nnpress she
has made upon thoe citizenship of om country.  On her roll
of graduntes are found the names of many who have per-
formed public duty better for bers teaching, while her almnni
have swollen the ranks of those who in private stations have
done thewr duty as Awmerican atizens intelligentdy and well,
1 eannot express my fricndship for your college better than
to wish for hey i the futnre, as she has had in the past, an
army of alumni, learned, patviotie, and useful, cherishing the
good of thewr country as an objees of loftiest effort, and deeme
iy thelr contributions to good eitizenship a supremely
worthy use of the education they have acquired within these
walls,™

It is quite evident that President Cleveland, the chosen
ruler of sinty nnlhons of people, bas ne sympathy with that
spinat, un-Chiristian ax a1 s imtolerant, which would brand the
Jesuits as the encines of free instmtions and good eitizenship,
The testimony of such a man 15 worth more than countless
volumes of abuse from morant fanaties, whose highest pur-
pose at all tines 15 to foment discord and strife between man
and man.

Another enlogy. from i man of very different stamp to the
President”is zlso worth rvecording.  Mgr. Preston. of Now
York, one of the ablest and best known of the American
clergy, zaid :

* It hiad been his privilege to sit at their (the Jesuits, feet
during all his Cathohe life. indeed during all his intellectual
life, for they had been Ins magters i Jearning before he had
the happiess of entermg the houschold of the faith.  They
are the vanguard of the Church, the right arm of the body of
Christ, their blows are ever aimed at error with certainty and
fearlessnes<, and their voiees scem inspired by the One Whase
cliuldren they are.  Digmity creates responsibility, and those
who have been so highly hanonred by theiwr alma mater are
vound 1o labour hevenfter for the glory of God and in the
cause of truth,  They have taken anew their oath of humble
obedience to the Churcl of God and to the Viear of Christ,
the successor of Peter, the rock upon which the Church was
built.  They are soldiers engaged to battle under the grent
Captain of salvation in the warfare of trath against error.”™

The entire celebration wax, in faet, what President Cleve-
"l termed a ccuniversal testimony of fove and affection

sd towards Georgetawa from the outside world.™

One event of the Centenary was tho conferring of degrees
upon graduntes and u few distimguished ontsuders.  I'he
degrees in theology were conferred by Cardinul Gibbons ; the
honorary degrees by President Cleveland,  Among those who
received the Intter wero Hon. Honore Mercier. Premier of
the Provinee of Quebee, who was made o Doctor of Lawa, as
a token; no donbt, of gratitude for his services to the Society
of Jesus. Another event was the striking of three  gold
medals i honour of the centenninl of the University, wlhich
were awarded as follows :

One to Dr. Johu Gilmary Shea, the bistoriun of the
Catholie Church e Amenien, for his work, ** The fate and
Times of Archbisbop Carroll 5 o gold medal, strach by the
Alumni Assoemtion, presented to Cardinal Gibbons, and a
gold medal hke the preceding to President Clevelanl.

Among those from Canada who took part in the proeced-
ings of the celebration may be mentioned, Rev. George Kenny,
S.b. of St. Mary's College, Montreal, and Rev. W. .
Doherty, S8.J3.. Rector of the Chureh of Qur Lady, Guelph.

The celebration will rank not only as a1 great laudmark m
the history of the University of Georgetown, but in that of the
American commonwealth ulso.
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REMARKS.

1 sec’that Dr. Potts has been down to Ottawn and  that
Sir John confided a geod story to his inner car.  The pon-
derous doctor likes good stories and is in need of them to
begnile the wealthy Metlodists towards subseribing for the
new Victorin College in the Queen’s Park. The London
Tones, when it was more hunmorous and less out of joint than
it is at present, used to eadl O'Connell the * Big Beggarman,”
but if Dr. Potts has half @ million dollays by the first of May
he might clung that distinetion and the charter of Victovia
might be mmended to confer the degree of BB, on him,
There would be no ditliculty in the Methodists getting that
privilege from the Ontario Government - -especially  when
they are to get a big grant of land in the choivest part of the
Park for a college site.

When the Baptists took their glice of land in the Park and
entered into some unknown relations with the University it
was heheved they would remain part of the confederation of
colleges ; but after building MeMaster Hall they applied to
the Govermment and got a charter of their own with mde-
pendent university powers. It does not secem 1o me that
paying rent for their site will re-instate them in < quity, or be
a fair return for what many congider a breach of faith.  'he
Methodists have had all along University powers and the
proposal is that these be held in abeyance so loug as con-
federation will be a suecess.  Keeping in mind the present
violent opposition to Dr. Potts’ scheme one might prophecy
that after Victorin HM is buiit -confederation will wot be a
SHecess,

Wyekliffe Hall was another slice of University grounds and
that mstitution—erected to be a reproach to Trinity College
—is likely to o to pieces. The Wycklifiites have clung as a
burr to Toronto Umiversity for many reasons—a minor one
being that Trinity College and the Toronto University are
always supposed to be in battle array against each other.
When the Anglican Chureh could not mamain Kings College
as a Divinity school for themselves they shook the dust off
their feet and went up Queen street ; and Kings College then
became the University of Toronto, with no divinity tanght
therein.

. The Preshyterians have made the best use of the Provincial
University, and Dr. Caven of Knox College is careful and
canny. The next denomination to ask for a slice of the Park
will probably be the Congregationalists, wha may be induced
to 1cmove tneir college from Montreal.  And so all the Pro-
testauts will e settled comfortably on the public property—
because the University of Toronto is a state Institution now-—
and indeed efforts have been mude in and out of reason, to
induce nll sorts of ereeds and all sorts of professions to enter
into the Provincial round-house.
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