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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The Minister evidently mean to hurry
through the business of the country with as
little delay as possible. The Hon. Mr. Mac-
Kensie laid on the table the first dey of the

Session the Report of the Public Works De

artment, and on the following day the Pub.
ic Accounts, the Report of the Minister of
1nland Revenue and the Trade and Naviga-
tion returnswere also laid on the table. The
speech too was taken into consideration on
Friday and passed.

The British Parliament wasopened on the
5th., The Queen’s Speech alludes, among
other subjects, to the continuance of peace
in Europe, the Brussels and St. Petersburg
conferenca, the supression of the East Afri-
can slave trade, the prosperity of tha Colon-
ies, and the trade of the country. IHér
Majesty recommends the repeal of the sta-
tutes touching the peace of Ireland and the
enaotment of various laws relating to sani-
tary affairs. .

On Sunday the 31st ult, Stratford was
visited by one of the most destructive con-
flagrations that has ooccurred for some time
destroying property to the amount of $150,
000. *We regret to learn that our contem-
poraries the Statford Beacon and Hearld are
among the sufferers, but are glad to learn
that they will soon again make their appear-
ance, like our contemporary the Belleville
Intelligencer, clothed in a new suit, which
we hope they may be long spared to wear,

The provisions of the recent pestal con-
vention between Canada and the United
States, went into operation on the first of
the presegt month. Letters to and from
?v,nada and the United States, will, in

uture, pass ai the uniform rate of three
oents

It is now reported that not less than-
twelve patients were burned to death in the
.fire at the Beauport asylum.

Mr. Robertson, Provincial Treasurer, in
trodued his Budget in Quebec Legislative
Assembly on the 2nd, in the course of wnich

e announced that there was a surplus of
$325,000.

1t has been decided to build a deck capa-
ble of containing a full sized iron clad at Ls.
g‘;&;nwlt, in gritiah Columbia. The %riu.h

ernment has promised to pay $250,000
toward the cost of ita construction, and it
:; expected the Canadian Government will
~do the same,

Quiet is being restrored at Caraquet, N-B
'{he troops have been withdmw‘t and no
urther apprehension is felt. A battery of
'arulleg‘y stiil remains at the court house,
and will stay until after the trial of the pris

oners, which takes pi
‘ m‘:ih place at the end of the

An enterprising Canadian has created a

good deal of jealousy among American con-
tractors who are anxious to improve the
Sault Ste Marie Canal, by underbidding
them. The Oswego Times alludes the mat-
ter as follows : ¥ An interesting question has
been submitted to the Secretary of War,
There are twenty seven American bidd ers
for the stone contract for the improvement
of Sault Ste Marie Canal. The amouut of
the appropriation is $300,000. The Mable-
head quarry near Toledo is the lowest
American bidder, who has quarries near St.
Catharines, Ont. who has slightly underbid
all the American bidders. The point raised
is whether the Spcrataiy of War is to con-
strue the words of the lowest bidder to com*
prehend foreigners. It is claimed that the
law was designed toinclude only American
bidders, and that it is not the purpose of
Congress to compel American mianufaeturers
and Amerioan workingmen to compete
with Canadian and other foreigners for
the material or labour on Government

buildings. The Secretary of War has
decided, preliminarily, - that the term
¢lowest bidders’ includes foreigners.

It would be a joke if the contract should be
given to these foreigners, and the Secretary
of the Treasury should then ‘construe a
law’ 80 that the duties on the stone would
make it very discouraging.”

Asitis the habit in New York to deal
with everything as if it were a sensation, it
is not surprising to hear that bets are al-
ready baing made there as to the result of
the Tilton-Beecher trial. _

The American Secretary of State has fur-
nished to the House of Representativesg a
detailed statement of the eost of the Mo
doc War. The total amount expended was
a little over $411,000, That sum was ap
propriated for the tramsportation purposes,
the purchase ofzupplies, the equipment and
payment of the men eugaged in the cam-
paign.

The project for constructing & tunnel
across the English Channel is assuming &
practical shape. A Boulogne correspondent
says: ‘The Perfect of the Pas de Calais has
issued an arrete empowering M Michel
Chevalier, his colleaugues and agents, to
take possession of any lands in the com:
mune of Ferques and three adjoining com-
munes which they may require for carrying
out the works. The arrete further provides,
that any claims for indemnity which can’
not be amioably settled between the owners
of property and the company’'s agents
be referred to the Conseil de Perfecture for
arbitration.”

Sir Edward Creasey, the historian, is
about to resigrt the appointment of Chief
Justice of Ceylon, which he has beld for
more than fourteen years. It is said that
the precarious state of his health would
render a return to Ceylon, in all likelihood,
fatal, ‘ .

A regular monthly line of steamers is to
run henceforth from Liverpool to Port-au-
Prince, Jamaics, Vera Crus, and Brazos de
Santiago, The four steamers with which
the service will be conducted are new and
of full power.

The auxiliary forces in the British Army
ara rapidly giving up their gray uniforms
and adopting scarlet. When the volunteer
movement began this was prohibited, but
the War Office has since withdrawn the pro-
hibition.

The British Admiralty have purchased
for $90,000 the steam whaler Bloodhound,
with the view of sending her with tne Arctic
expedition. :

The British Government has ordered one
of the ships of the royal navy to re-survey
the Suez canal.

Throughout the past year, the French
troops have been largely exercised in night
marching. A battalion would march at dusk
to some distant point, and then, breaking
up, find its way back to barracks in separate
detachments, and by different routes.

The Czar has sent a note to the Prince of
Montenegro, congratulating him on the
amicable solution of the difficulty between
his government and Turkey.

The Empress of China is reported to have
committed suicide through grief at the
death of her husband. The new sovereign
is a child three years old.

There has been an intensely cold snap
in Kansas. Twenty men were frozen to
dentb, and it is feared that much suffering
will be caused shroughout the frontier coun-
ties of the State.

It would appear that there is some pros-
pect of & compromise of the Louisiana diffi
eulty, as the colored Lieutenant Governor,
Antoine, is said to have expressed his wil-
lingness to resign in favour of Penn, the
ehoice of the Conservatives. Kellog is to
remain Goveroor, and the State officors will
be divided among both parties.

The Spanish national troopa are reported
to have met with fresh successes, and the
Carlists are proportionately demoralized.

Diplomaoy is at work trying to discover
the views of the Austrian Government as to
the election of Cardinal Rauscher to the
Papacy. The Government has, however,
declined to inierfere, fearing that it would
be held responsible by Germany for the
polioy of the new Pope,



