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‘YUR NATIONAL POLICY.
BY 0. T. D, IR

Conadn n fow years ngo a widorness
sparsely soltled in but fow localitios, hins
sinco gono through several stagosof national
growth; first as a crown colony, and then
with a cortain amount of solf-rulo under a
rosponsiblo govarnment in dotached pro-
vinces.

Four yoars ago, howovor, these provinoos
were uuitod ir. a Confedoration. Wo then
toolk our first step on the Indder of national
progression,  Duties not formerly thought
of were thrown upon us and responsibilitios
hithorto unknown becamo of pressing im.
portanco. Our statesmen ahould boar this
in mind and should not forget the rapidity
with which in modern times ovent follows
evont; moro than over is it nocessary that
thoy should look far into the futuro and pre-
pare for whatovor it may bring forth. Poli-
ticians who aro guidod more by presont
party exigoncies than by tho desire of lay
ing the foundalions of power for future
gonerations aro more than ever dangerous
to tho woll-being of a State.

A young country most requires far-secing
Statesmen for it is in the youth of & people
that tho ground work of fuluro greatness
is establishied ; as in the man the vigour of
the systemn is tho result of the strongth im.
bibed into the constitution during the po.
riod of youth. Canadaduringthe nexttwenty
years is t.hout to pass through the most im-
portant phase of its 2xistence, During that
time showill eitbce bo gaining the vigour
and national spirit that will carry her trium-
phantly threagh the trials that may come
upon her, 2r sho will have implanted in her
system those seeds of weakness which will
cause her premature decay and rapid do-
cline.

This generation has, therefore, a grave
duty Lo perform. Tt will bave to lay the
foundation of a new nationality and it must
do so on a suro and lasting basis if the struc-
turo is to endure, Discussions on this point
are, thorefore, at the present moment not
only appropriale but necessary.

In considering this question we may
therefrre justly contemplato our present
position and draw attention to the advan.
tages the country poseesses in commencing
to build up s great nationality, No country
cver set out on its career undersuch favora.
blo auspices or had fewer drawbacks or
difficulties to cncounter. Canada is one of
the most extonsivo territories in the world,
compact, flnuked on cither side by two
great oceans and safely backed by the
frozen regions of the north. It isa fertile
country, rich in agricultural products. It
has mines, fisheries, -water powers, ¢ 'd great
stretcbes of inland navigation, and what is
more fo bo prized than all, a vast territory
where & waggon can be driven for iwelve
hundred miles acrogs o boundless pratrie
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opon for soltloment whoro lhcro are 10 old
world customs to respaoct, no traditions of a
dend past to clog the wheel of modern pro-
gress and advancemaont, no vested rights to
interfore with tho onward march of our race,
but all clear and open and freo whore our
Statesmon, drawing eoxperienco from the
paat, can build solidly and surely the foun-
dations upon which tho great futuro of our
country shall bo firmly catablished.

Canadian Statesmen have another advan.
tago not posressed by tho founders of any
other nationality in tho world's history ; side
by sido with us, on tho same continentunder
somewhat asimilar climate, a great nation
sprung from the samo race, peopled from
like sources 'and speaking a common lan-
guago have cstnb‘xshcd themselves.  The
United States have beon experimenting o
frontof us. It will be our own faule if the
manifest lessons taught by their experiences
should fall doad upon our cars, or if wo
should shut our eyes to tho warning convey-
ed by their fuilurcs.

They have shown us, and our peoplo np-
preciato the fact, that although in theory
the Republican form of government may
scem a good one, thero are, ncvertheless,
gravo ditlicultics in the practical working of
tho idea which the United States havo
clearly been unablo to overcomo. They
havo shown us that excess of liberty menus
license. They have taught us that the truo
secret of government is to draw the line
whero liberty ends and hcenso begins.
They havo cxperimented in the elective
system to tho fullest extent. They have
olective shorifls, distriet attornies, and aven
judges; and they have adopted the system
of changing all office-bearers on  every
change of government, The practical re
sults of all theso experiments are such as
aro not likely to induce us to imitate

them.
While wo find much to avoid in their in

stitutions, there are someo points upon
whiclh we can follow their cxample trith
great advantage. aud on no cue point n:ore
than in tho encouragment of a nttional sen.
timent. ‘The founders of the neighloring
Republic knew the necessity of inculeating
in tho citizen not only a love of country, but
a confidence in it, in themselves, and in
sach other. ‘They wiscly commencad at the
right place in the education of the children.
Every effort was made, every messuro
taken {o encourage a nationul feeling. Thetr
school geographies conveyed the idea 20 the
chilidren that tho world consisted mainly of
tho United States and Territorics ; the other
countries being referred to 50 as to sel off,
as rauch as possible, the existence, grandeur
and importance of the great Republic. Their
hstory were equally marked by this spirit.
Histories with them virtually commerced
with Pocahontassaving Captain John Smiithy’s
life, and culminated in the Declaration of
Independence, and {ho battles of Trenton,
Princeton, and Yorkiown The war of
1812 was chronicled in order to placo cn
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| record sovernl nnvnl duols (gcnemlly xllua

trated) in which British ships were captured,
and to mark tho victory of Now Orlenns,
Modorn history was practically summed
up in glowing anccounts of tho Mexican
War,

‘Thero is no doubt thoy earried this prine
plo to oxcoss. An instance worth montion
ing lately camo under tho writor's ob.
servation which shows tho absurd lengths
to which tho Ynnkees will go in pundering
to their vanity. A panorama for tho cuter-
tainment of children has been latoly exhib
ited in which, among other scenes there 1s
a reprosentation of doses and the childron
of Israa) orossing thie Rod Sea with the stors
and stripes waving boldly at tho head of tho

column,
Theo citizen of tho United States pariakes

a good deal of the Chinesa idea that his own
couniry comprises nll the world or nearly all
of it and could caeily whipit. Wo may laugh
at ol this, we may 1idiculo their school
books and thelr ideas of their slrength, but,
nevertheless, their success in the late civil
wats can  ba allributed mainly to this un
bounded confidencein themsclves. No de-
feat hiowever completo evor seemed toshako
their confidence for nn instant, ond they
continunlly hammered awny until they

succeeded.
In the Pogram Defianco which *defied

the world in general fo compete with our
country upon any hook and developed our
internal 1esonrees for making war upon the
universu! ohith., Charles Dickens merely
satitizo] tho general sentiment of tho
masses in tho States, a sentiment the result
of the schiool books and school education.

Until lntely Cannda has been acting in the
very opposite extreme, and blameably so.
For years in the public schuols Yankeo
bouks were used teaching the children his-
tory so-called in masquerade, in which abuse
of Englund was unstinted and nothing but
her failures and defeats chronicled. ‘Fho
geographies were quite as bad.

Itis gratifying to know that although wo
have not gone quite 8o fur as our neighbours,
yet n fow years ago the educntional Depart-
ment followed their example to a certain
extent ; and now all the common schools aroe
supplied with geographies, histories, and
roaders compiled from o Canadian paint of
view. ‘The new books are alrendy begin-
ning to impart a tono to the public senti-
ment of the people. Tho late Fersian Raids
and tho different murchings (o the {rontier
of our volunteers, the recent insurrection at
Bod River and the expedition to put itdown
have given.a great impetus to Canadian
nationat feeling. ‘This is a matter to which
every attention should be poid, overy en-
couragement given, for upon the training of
tho youth tho spirit of the nation will de-
pend in the future.

In this country the Stato educates the
children at the public expense, ana the chil-
dren owe something in return o the State.
It would be a_zeasonable and feasible idea



