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co-.irnttcs, or ottierwise as I>resbytcrics miay decm
adv:sablc.

7. Tiiat tilt- Assemibty appoint for thc tlirec Synods of
Mont~mrent and Ottawa, Toronto and Kingston, and Mlamil-
ton and London, a V'acancy Suppty Çointrittee, to wlion
ail] licentistes dcsiring sculement, amid nhinistcrs withott
charge shail bc reportcd by Prcsbyteries, and thraugh whoni
thcy shall receive lîcarings mni vacancics, during the propor-
tion of trne that may bc determinied upon by the Prcsby-

! ries.
S. 'Ubat Prcsbyterics lie erjoined ta secure that nt Icast

a third of thc supply of cvery vacanc) be leit in the hands
of this Vacancy Stippty Cannimitîcc.

A Clerical Incident
lIV REV. 1) Il. MACI.EOI>, ilAkIME.

For thse Reiec.

Some sixteen years ago, tic congregations of A. and B.
wverc without a pastor, according to, thc usuai custoni, thic,
hleard a nuniber of candidates for the position. The
iiiiniistcrs who preached were quîte sincere mn) sccking to win
the approval of the pcople. But tic office bearers of thiese
congregations were not smncere iii inviting theni to preach.
'IThey meant ro kecp the church vacant lor a tinie, until
they accumulated saie %nancy iii the treasury. 'i'e
ininisters who prcaclied wcrc bcing dcliberateiy deceivcd.
1E-acb ane went away Sander the impression that lie îimigit,
soomi receive a cati, and tie eiders and managers tiiouglit
that ttiey weý-e doing a very ciever thîng. 'lhle 1rcsbytery
knew what was gaing on, but ignored IL. A I>resbytcry is
like a jury. If cotiîîpo:ed of intelligent, just, and God
(earinig filet, it cati lic of inucli service ta tic clitircli, everi
as a jury or sucti mci womild be a blcssing and a safe-guard
ta society. But if a l>resbytcry lie camiposed of fier. tnt of
tiiat character, i: cari be used as an instrumient af î>crsecu-
tion ta indivîduais, and of injury ta religion. Thec tinie
came wlien the vacancy c:uld flot deccntty bie allowed ta,
continue any longer. A pastor was doty catted, and scttied
iii the cumbroos and intercsting nhanncr with wtîmcti we are
farniliar.

Th'Ie settienient was of a rnigtîty II praiîising character,
tue ncwspapers said, and Mr. D. tîirseli, t.he pastar, toak
a vcry hopefol view of the situation. 'l'tie new pastor
dcvoted Iimseif to his %work. lile vîsited, studied, and
preactied as one whiose hîcart was mnl it. l le giCw (rani year
ta, year iii efficicmîcy. Ile did flot look tu any oter con-
gregatiomi for a cati. lic liad flot the talent af advcrtisimîg
himnscîf wtmiciî is given ta saine nci. Nor dmd lie emîdeavor
ta swelt the nomubcrs af lus comîgregatimi by emîîptoying
cccntric nietiiods, or niniistries. And )et, notwithstanding

ail dts, alter a few years lie becamie cansciaus of ttîc
presence ot a spirit af discomtent in the ctiomcti. The.
attendance, ebpecîally iii ane afi lis charges, btegant ta fait
away in a mnamumer hie cauld fin, accaurît for. l'. stmpcnd
fell inta arrears. À IeeImîy nrdc r. D's. awn
statement. 'I caîîsultcd wittî my office biu-arers ami the
situation. lhuey semcd ta sympattuize wmth nie, anîd ta,
deptore the lack of success iii keeping up ttic attendance.
'l'lie proposai on mîîy part ta, rinit SSo of arrears due Lu nie.
placatcd iliern, and drew forth warrn sentimeînts ai appre-
ciation. 'l'lic dmscontcmît was aliaycd and the work %vent on
as before. 1 tabored liarder if possible titan I tîad clone
hitiierto. Wlien 1 was miot on the road niaking in>, way
tlîrouglî the iiud, or snaw, (roni flouse ta tlouse, anîd station
ta stationi, I was iii iiy study or at a mieeting ai sine kind.
1 meglccted mîîy own thomeî and fainily marc than I ouglut,
aîîd mievcr put tue chrmrch ta expemîse for suppiy, eittier on
accoimit ai absence or mil lîeatth, in short dmd mîîy work as
iaithfulty as I could. I sul)scribcd tiberally ta, the sciiemes.
Ici tact a large part of the niîancy returned for these was
frcmn iiiy fanmly. Ve't thougli 1 strove thus ta do nîy wark
as faittiiotiy as possible, 1 round thiat arrears ai stipcmîd
zgaitu begau ta, accmmiumate. Attendamîce at cliurchi began
to fait away. %Vltten the arrcars rcachcd the surn of $300.
I tiiougiit It advisable ta bring tue matter belorc tic
l>resbytery. I dîd miat kiaî%v timem, wtiaz 1 kncw aircrwards,
that santie ai the office bearers wîstied ta get rid of mne and
that thcy actualty cmicoraged a nunber ai farnilies ta
absent ttîemrsetvcs frai tue cliurcli, amîd )ccep blick ttîeir
sobscrmptmans, mil order ta appcar that 1 was flot succeeding
iii my work. mrie Prtesbytery, liowever, dmd natîimîg ta
reil v. fie. 'Ttiey, the miemibe(s, kmîew tliat I was bcmrmg

umîjtstly anîd cruetty trentud. iiey were farced ta îchat
conclusioni om inivestigationi. Ttîiey kmiew that Ille nfiie'
tiearers wcrc flot doiîg, their tut>'. »'liuey kîîew ttîat 1 lîad
beemi a faittîlol pistorn Vet tlîey atiawed Ile *a i>e roiubed
ai the nîamîcy due miu, aftoed tilese ollice tieirers to
reiain iii affice, amîd trelted ttîemî as if Ilicy were Cliristiati
gemîtememi, and nie as if 1 %vis te demmîqriemt. 'ITicy
advised, amîd îtiiem acceptcd mîy rcsigîatmon. A'ndl ici daimîg
sa, adoptcd a rcsoiuttarm, wtimcl presemîted mie liefore the
Ctiurcli, as bath mmi wark and abmtmty, far abave tlîc average
mnîistcr. At tic saine tîîîîe, I was driveu out frain umy
thome, pcmimiiess, at tue age ai licarly sixty years \'on
cati umîderstamîd wtîat nîy chances werc, in tiiese circuni-
stanices, of securimug amuottuer congregîmami. I expuriecicd
lîow iiclpless a ininister iii sucti circunstamîces is, amnd tie
îîced tiiere ms af sanie just amîd adequate miatiner of deaing
wmtiî sucli cases 1 was, af caurse, succecded t y a youmig
iuamî. A brother miinister samd vi humi, that 6 wtiile tavmig
sortie giits, lie gave very tîttie tLmne ta study.' 'l'le people
said ' lie was a very frmcmidty riami.' Ile rustied about alter
service ami ýunday, stiakmg liands Witt] the People as they
climîîcd into tlîemr vetîmcles, <lcsirimig, in doubt ve.ry tîonîcstty,
ta cornîiemd tiiseli iii ttîs way ta, tue peoppte. 1law far
lic wiii do sa by sîich niethods time wiii tel]. 1 amn giad
ttîat there is amie cailege iii aur cliurctî aIL tast, whicli
successfulti teaciies lier studemîts ta act in thîcîr miimistry
witlî dmgiiîîî anîd decrii, wimt encourages ttiemîî ta win
t'ie esteeîîî ai tue people by coiducilig thienîscives at aIt
turnes as Chîristian genteiemu, amîd by a faittifut dmsctiargc ai
tîteir (loties amîd flot by vuigar -arts."

Sucu is miy fricnds statemient iL. s'ubstance. It wvitt
rcadity bie believed, tlîat tiiese c.rngregations did not
cantribute nîucl ta ttîc Foreign Mission Fund, or tue
Agcd and Inlirm Mîruisters' Fonid. IL iiglit Lie tlmouglit
tiîat the pastor wvto %vas treated as above described,
hîad santie defects in cîaricter or abitity wvticli lcd saine
of lus peaple ta %vishi for lis reinoval. But a gentleman

vhio nov occupies a tîmgh position mn out Cliurctî and
vhîo, sat under lus muiîîîstry lias imiiormed me, tlîat lie

ivas a devated and aie manc, and thuat there wvas noth-
ing in lus mninistry or habits wtîich gave the stigiîîest
ground for thie opposition wtiit lie met witlî. Tlîat
apposition wvas unreasonabe, and wvas exiîibited ini an
tunkind maniner. l'le incident iltustrates a phase ai
clerical experiemîce. Aiso, it seerris ta me, ta empla-
size thc neccssity for a means ai support being pravided
by the Church for ministers wlio arc fiable ta suclu
treatnemt as ttîis bratiier was subjected ta. lit is rather
liard on ttîc part ai the people, ta refuse ta ailow minis.
ters ta devote timeir tinie to niaking nîaney wviiclu wauld
support tiieni min tlîemr aid age, ta toma tliti adrift lapon
tue worid in tîteir' dectining years, wvittiout ttie stigtîtest
scruple, and tImon ta refuse ta support a fond from
wliict ttîey miglît drawv a meagre maintenance for the
vcry few years, whlicti, aiter tfie treatnient thiey liave
been subjected ta, ttîey arc iikety ta tive. *rIiîre is,
mmi nîy jodgnient, nottîing wiiih marks so ptainty an un-
Ctiristiike spirit in the Ciiorc>, as the iact, tirat sa large
a portion ai it, and su uiany weaitty people, grudge ta
a venerabin anid feeble mnister af Liod, the enjoymiîent
of a few niuuttîs ai coifortabte rest, aiter a litetimie
spent in lt--e service ai !iis clturctî.

Na zeal for Foreign Missions, or any aLlier missions,
witt atonie in the siglit ai ttîc justice ai lîcaven for a
wvrong sa flagrant.

Thec Lord's Day Ini the Chur-ch
of' the F'ilst Threc Celltie-S.

i5*b %. Sb. i.Ti il .. i'TCE .

For tMe Revew.

i. 'rite. first wrmter we uuîmet viît nîak-imig explicît reicrence
ta th.e L.ord's day is Ignatius, bmsiiop ai Antiocu, tue discmp'.e
of John. 1mi [lis e)itile ta tne Magmiesiamis lit draws a can-
trast bctween Judnisin and Chimtiamity, and exenipithes 1)y
referring ta tîmase wtîa obscrved thie Sabbaîth, tiiat is tue
J ewistî sabbath, lin appstion ta choase Whio lived according
ta tlîe tfie of oui Lord. Ilis words are IIIf ive lîve accord-
ing ta J udaisni, wc conicss that we have muot reccived grace"
Ilc ttîem speaks af those wlma had arraved at a liewiless ni
titile, fia longer abservmig; thue S ubb.itlî, bot livinug accordmng
ta, tie Lard's Ie. liere tit:e distinctiomi iS c'car l)ctweer
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