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darkaoons, that northern harbor hae vever onoe been without the
Hght of that emall oandlo. Iowever far tho flsherman might be
atandiog out al ses, ho had only to bear down atraight for that
lluhted window, and he was wuro of safe cntrance into the barbor.
And 10 lor all shoso Dfty yeara that tiny lighs, laming thus out of
devotion and sell-snoriffce, has helped and cheered and saved.,

Barely this was findiog chanos for servico in a homblo place ;
sarely this was lowlineas glorified by faithfulnoss; suroly the emilo
of tlio Lord Jesus must have followed alony the boama of that poor
candle, glimmoring from that humble window, as thoy wont
wandering forth to blesa cnd guide the fishermen tossing in their
little boats upon the sca.

A OITY PASTOR'S DREAM.

It camo after a busy day of visiting in ono of tho vewer
portions of our oity.

81, Poter atood at heaven’s porial. A company of self compla.
cent mon and women csmo smiling up to tho glistening gato.
** And who are you?! " eaid S%. Poter. ‘¢ Churob members, overy.
one of us,” replicl she spokesman of tho party. * Indeed 2"
' You, horo aro ovr lodters, Peler. We kept them stored away in
our trunke, and specislly requestod that thoy mighs bo placed
within our hands, when wo should lie in our caskots, We knew
yon would ba asking for them.” ** Let mo geo the dates,’ quoth
Poter. **1879—h'm, cighteen years ago. Here is another—1884
—1889--woll, that {s & trifle bettor. 1892—~Can it be that all these
yonrs you bave failed to identity yourselves with any church of
Jerus 2" ¢ Well, Potor, you sce wo wero ‘ moving ’ 80 often, when
we were down below, and then tho tiea to tho dear old home
church were 8o sacred. Wo did not wish to hurt the feelioge of
our old pastors, who baptized us and married as. 8o we havo
simply gono from ohurob to ohurch, bns; ob, Peter, we bave
becomo wonderful ¢ sermon-tastore *."

A quiot emile oreps over tha face of tho beavenly warder.
“ My childron, you may as well linger awhils outside the portal,
until the tics to thn ‘dear old homs church* are snapped. For
the sake of a seatiment, yon bave through these years been dis.
obeying Christ. I fear you would not be happy in the upper
termple.”

Iawoke. 13 was adream.—Tke Evangelist.

BE KIND TO THE AGED.

The loneliness of age! How few think of this and troat with
due conslderation those who havo outlived their generation, and
whoee early companions and friends have been taken from them.
Unable to engags in tho activitics of life, they are no longer brought
into contact and sympathy with those around them, and no tie of
common intcrest and mutua)l dependenco binds them together.
Their viows and tastes have naturally grown apart. Thoy share
but little in common with others. Tho future of thia life bas
nothing to inspire their ambition or eoxcite their hopes, What
calls forth the enorgies of others hins no inspiration for thom. They
nocessarily to a great extent live in a world of their own, with
which those around thewn are not familiar, Tho communion of
their hearta is with the scenes of the past, and tho companions of
other years who havoe long sgo pasted away. Loverand {riend havo
boen taken from them and their acquaintance laid in darknoss.
Tho forma they admired and loved are gone, and eyes that looked
into theirs with thie tendereat affections are sightless and the voices
that choered avd stirred their soult have long been silent. Their
oarly world of hope and joy haa bocome a desolation, and thoy in
silenco contemplating tho ruin that has been wrought. They have
but littloto 1nterost them in the world. They are

Oaly waiting till the shadows
Aro a littlo longer grown,

to pass on to tho reunion that awaits them, and tho glad greetings
of thosa they love. \Yho would not do what he can to cheer the
lonclinoas of ago to amooth their pathway and comfort them ia their
doclinivg years.

A PRACTIOCAL RELIGION.
Wo want a religion that softens tho stop and tunes the voice to

melody, aud chocka tho impatient exclamation and harah rebuke ;
a cehigon that is polite, deferential to auperiore, courteous to
inferions, and considerato to fricuds ; a religion that goca into the
family and keeps tho husband from boing cross when dinner is late,
and keepa tho wifo from fretting when tho husband tracks the newly
wastiod floor with his muddy boots, and rvakea the husband mindful
of tho scraper and tho doormat : keeps the mother patient when tho
baby is cross, and amusoes tho chilliren as well as instructy them;
oarea for the sorvants beatdes paying them promptly: projects the
honsymoon into the harvest mwon, and makes the happy home hke
the Lastern fig troe, bearing in ita Yboaown at onco the ,{m\uty of 1ta
teuder blossums and the glory of the ripened fruit. Weo want a
religion that shall interpose botweon the rutas and gullics and rocks
of u:eutnghwsy of life, and tho scasitive souls that aro tzavelling
over them,

PAUL'S DEFENSE BEFORE AGRIPPA.
(For Sept, sth.—Acts xxv. 13—xxvi. 32,°)
BY PHILIP A, NORDELL, D.D,

Paul's appeal to Crosar placed Featua in an embarrasaing position.
The case was now beyond his own jurlsdiction, and he had no
farther rosponeibility than to furnish the prisoner safe conduct to
Rome, But in forwarding him to tho aupremo court of the empire
ho was also compelled t- ‘ransmit with him a copy of the chargea
under which ho rested. .'wo of theso had broken down entiroly at
the firat heariog bofore Felix, and the third, a liflerence of opinion
touching matters of Jowish belicf, was one of which the Roman »
courts took no cognizance. TFestus felt keonly the absurdity of the
position in which lio was placed. He would gladly huave liberated
Paal, but the prisonor's appeal had taken oven this privilege out of
his hands,

THE VISIT OF AGRIPUA AND KKRNICK.

Just at this particular juncture an event occurred that held out
to Fostus a hopo of cacape from his embarrassment. A congratu.
latory visit from Agripps, who held tho rather ompty title of king
from tte Romans, was paid to Festus at Crosares. Agrippa was
accompanied by his «ister Bernice. Fastus, about tctally ignorant
of the beliefs and customs of the Jows whom he had been sent to
Govern, was glad to refer Paul's casze to Agrippa who was well
acquainted with Jewish affairs. Aw soon as Paul’s namo was men-
tioned both of tho royal visitors expressed tho strongest desire to
hear & man whoso name was a houschold word throughout the
Jewish world. In speaking of the roligion of King Agrippa Featus
didZoot use so offensivo » word as ‘‘ suporatition,” but one that
meant “ fear of divinity,” agnd that might be used in a good senae
as well as bad, He himself as a Roman had a nominal religion, but
it did not cpable him to underatand the rovelation which God had
made of His mercy and truth as otherwise than an uureal and
absurd thing. Ignorance and indifferencoe shut Fostus off from a
world of thought and feeliog, of solid truth aud high aspiration.
Uncorsciously to himself ho formulated in a few words the very
essonce of o religion that ie the power of God unto salvation for
individuals and for the world, \Vhen he spoke of *¢ one Jeaus, who
was dead whom Paul affirmed to be alive,” he expressed substan-
tially the samo thought as did the risen Lord who said of Himaself,
‘I am tho Liviog onc, and I was dead, and: behold I am alive for
evermoro.” But Festus was blind to the siguificance of the memor-
able words he uttered. :

TAUL'S DEFENSR DEFORE AGRIPPA.

Agrippn’s desire to hear Paul was quickly gratifled. The next
day, into au asscmbly that comprised all the pomp aud magnificence
that Cmaarea could muster, the prisoner, still wearing his chain,
was brought forth. After Fostus had opened the proccedings Paul
was permitted to make his own defense. As on many other ocea.
sions, he began by a narrative of his early religious life, well and
favorably kuown to all the Jews. Now be atood here a prisoner
accused of no other crime than a firm belief in the great national
hope of a Mez+lak, the sure hope that had been an inspiration and
comfort to tho lsrael of God for sges past. This hope involved a
belief in & Aessianio kingdom whose glories wore to be shared not
only by tho living, but by the pious dead. This, furthermore,
involved the nacessity of a resurrection. But a belief in a future
resurrection was rojected by the Sadducees, who had been his
bitterost encmies. He accordingly was the tiue Israelite, while
they wero apostates from tho national faith. Agrippa who pro-
feesed this faith ought not to doubt the possibulity of a resurrection.

The fact that such a resurrection had, at least in one instanco,
taken place Paul now proved by reciting again tho oft told story of
his conversion. He told bow ho, tho implacable persccutor of the
followers of Jeaus tho Nazarcne, had bsen 1aid hold of by this same
Jesus, now riacn from tho dead and exalted at tho right hand of the
hoavenly throne. He told h~w tho supernatural glory of that vision
had smittes him to the carth and blinded him, of the commission
ho had received to carry tho now Gospel of salvation into the
Gentilo world, and how ho had not becn disobedient to the celestial
vision. Bocause he thus belivved in the resurrection of Jeaus, and
had preached Him both to Jews and Gentiles as the promised
Mersiab, the Jews had seized hun and weuld havo killed him,

Such a nariwtive scomed to tho Roman governor too sbsurd for
apy maanin his scnses to bolieve. Unable to restrain himasclf ho
torminated the discourae with an oxclamation asserting that Paul
was o madman, 1f giving up every worldly advantago and comfort
for tho saka uf Ono alleged to bo rison from the dead was not a

*Ao Expouition of Lusadn 36 io Tkhe Didle Study Unton -unday -
School Lessons on * The Three Grest Apoaties. ”




