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For' the Sabbath School.

International S, S. Lesson.

LBssoN V.—FBBRUARY 4.—GBN, X11¢ 1-9.
(Beginning of the Hebrew Nation.)

GoLpeN Text.—* I will bless thee, and make thee
great ; and thou shalt be a blessing."—Gen., xii, 2.

The section of history belongisig to this lesson in-
«Judes Chapters xi. and xii. .

Tug Course or HisTorv.~—Adam, 4.00?; Jared and
Jabel, etc., 3.500; Enoch, 3,000; Noah (Ark begun&
2,500 ; Abraham born 1996, half way between Adam an
Christ, 2,000 ; Moses, Exodus, 1,500, o

INTERVENING EvBNTS.—I. Re-population of the
carth in the three lines, Shem, Ham and Japheth, to
which the races of men and their languages are still
traced. 2. The tower of Babel, the formation of differ-
ent languages, and the dispersion. 3. The genealogy
of Adam. .

Time.—Abraham entered the Promised Land, s.c.
1921 ; 427 years after the flood, and 470 years before his
descendants took possession of it.

CuroNorLocy.—Abraham was born Bic. 1996} ¢. e,
A.M. 2008, almost exactly half way between Adam and

® Christ. Noah died two years before his birth. Abraham
left Ur about B.c. 1926, aged seventy years. He left
Haran and entered Canaan B.c. 1921, aged seventy-five.
From this date is usnally counted the 430 years to the
Exodus. He lived in Canaan and vicinity about one
hundred years B.c. 1921-1822. ]

Praces.—Ur in 'Chaldea, on the lower part of *he
Euphrates,® Haran, in Mesopotamia, or a branch. of
the Euphrates, and various parts of Paléstine, then
called Canaan. .

URr or THE CAALDERS.—The ruins of this city, called
Mugheir, are six miles west of the Euphrates, near
where it is connected with the Tigris, about 125 miles
above its entrance into the Persian Gulf. Here there
hiave lately been discovered bricks bearing the mark of
an ancient king, Urukh.

Tue DRVELOPMENT OF THE WORLD AFTER NoaH.—

. The new race started on a much higher plane than the
former one. They had learned many lessons from <he
old world. They had seen the effects ofsin, They had
records of God's dealings in the past. They stood on

the plane of civilization and invention attained before .

the flood, but with better purposes and uses, The most
notable story of this intervening time is that of the con-
fusion of tongues at the tower of Babel, nearthe present
site of Babylon. Languages: There are now about
3,000 languages and branches, besides lesser dialects,
But the leading languages are less than 300, The Bible
is now translated into over 300 different languages, into
all the principal ones, The object was (1) to limit the
spread of evil, to fence off the different nationsfrom one
another, and limit the power of violence, (2) It gave
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cost was the reverse.of Babel, o symbol of a- better ‘day

- when all men shall be brothers again, and-as the: world .

the opportunity for many different developinents of civi- -

lization and language, so that finally there wili come one
language which shall include the best things in all. (3)
It made, as it were, a fence and defence around Abraham
and the new religious development. The gift of Pente-

grows better the unity becomes more possible. Sce the

progress ‘by comparing Jren. 11, Acts 2, and.Rev. 7: 9,

1o. Writing was known in Abraham’s time. There

are, in vatious museums, inscribed bricks and cylinders

of his age. In the spring of 1883 there were discovered

at Tel-el-Amarna, one hundred miles south of Cairo,: it

Egypt, several hundred cunciform tablets, which are

letters sent to Egypt from Babylonia and Palestine, the

most interesting ones to us being from the governor of

Jerusalem, not far from the time of Abraham. There

are also engraved bricks and cylinders from the ruins of

Ur, taken from the stone library of the early king Lig-

Bagas, whom. Prof. Sayce puss at 3,000 p.c, " *This

ancient race were beyond most others given to reading

and writing,"” so that it may well be true, in the words .
of R. Payne Smith, that ‘“very probably Abraham carried

with him bricks and cylinders inscribed with- these:
ancient records,’ See Library References.

TaE First CALL OF ABRAHAM.—II: 3T. ADBRAHAM.
(1) Name. Originally Abram (high or exalted father);
changed afterwards to Abraham (father of a multitude). ~

2)- Parentage. " He was the son of Terah, of the line of

hem. (3) Birth. He was born at Urof the Chaldees, ~ )
B.C. 1996, two years after.the death of Noah, through , .
whom his father could easily have gaided a knowledge
of the true God. “ With him begins a new chapter in
the history of the race. His .surroundings at Ur. In
Abraham’s time the city of Ur, though how over one T
hundred miles from the sea, was on the shores of the )
.Persian Gulf. - Abraham, no doubt, often "walked upon
the sands of the seashiére, to which the number of his
descendants was compared. :

Tre CaLL.—Ten generations and more than four

-hundred years have passed:since the flood: Again man
goes astray, and falis into idolatry and wickedness.
There is danger that the truth will again be lost from
the earth, and the race ruin itself through sin. Another
method of redeeming man, from that of our last lesson,
is now undertaken, whose beginnings are regorded in
“to.day's lesson, - . ' : :

Txe MeTHoD oF THE CaLL. (1) Stephen says that
‘“the God of glory” appeated to him. (2) Whether
audibly, as man speaks to man; or by spiritual revela-
tion, no likeness seen, no audible voice heard, substan-

‘tially the results would be tHe same.

“Tug DEePARTURE FROM UR.—Abraham' was called -
because he was a fitting: instrument for God's purpose, :
and was willing to listen to the voice of God. Part of
Abraham's family went with him,and a large company
of servants with flocks and herds. They moved north-
ward along the Euphrates till they cama to Haranin the
Modern Aleppo district. Here his father Terah died.

. THE Sgconp CaLrL—V. 1. For some unknown reason
Abraham and his company remained at Haran for a
number of years instead cf going on to Canaan. But
Aoraham did not know that he was going on to Canaan .
(Acts 7: 3; Heb. a1: 8). ) a

Tug FIrsT PiLgriM FATHER.—Vs, 4-9. So Abram E
departed, as the Lord had spoken untohim. Thisisthe )
record of Abram'’s overcoming faitb. The command of
'God entailed no little cost and self-denial,
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