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For* the Sabbath Sohool.
International S. S. Lesson.

LESSON V.-FIIRUARY 4.-GBN, XlII 1-9.

(Deginiting of thse Hebreta Nation.)

GOLDEN Taxcr.-"l I will bless thce, and make thec
great;- and thou shaît be a blessirg.-Gen., xii, 2.

The section ci lristory belongiiig ta this lesson iu.
Judos Chapters xi. and xii.

Tus Cavatsz OF 141SsTOY. -Adam, 4,004; jared and
label, etc., 3.500;, Euch, 3,000; Noah (Ark begun)
2,500 ; Abraham bora 1996, half way bctwecn Adam and
Christ, 2,000; Moses, Exodus, z,5oe.

INTERVENING EVENrs.-r. Re-pepulation cf the
eaith in the three liues, Shem, Ham and japheth, te
which the races of mien and their languages are still
traced. 2. The tewer cf Babel, thjp formation of differ-
eut languages, and the dispersion. 3. Tire genealogy
cf Adani.

Tras.-Abraham eutercd thé Prýmised Land, ne.c.
1921 ; 427 years after the flood, and 470 years before his
descendants teck possession, cf it.

CIIRO%.4LOG.--Abraham was borai Ilc. z9g6; i. e.,
A. Il. 2003, almost exactly half vay betwveen Adamn and

eChrist. Noah died two years before bis birtb. Abraham
' cft Ur about u.c. 1926, aged scveuty years. He loft
Haran and entered Canaan n.c. 1921, aged sevexrty-five.
Frein this date is usually couuted the 430 years to the
Exodus. He lived in Canaan aud v;ciuity about one
huudrcd years B.c. 1921-1822.

Px.Acs.-Ur iu *Chaldea, on the Iower -part of hli
Euphrates.* Haran, iu Mesopotamia, or a branch, cf
the Euphratea, and 'varions parts cf Paléstine, -then
caiied Canaan.

UROF THE CHALDERS.-The ruins of this city, called
Mugheir, are six miles west cf the Euphrates, near
wliere it is connected %vith the Tigris, about 125 miles
above its entrance, iuta the Persian Gulf. Here there
hiave lately been discavcred bricks bearing the mark of
an ancient king, Urukh.

Tiis DEvntELOPIEN OF -=Z WOIRLD AFTBtR Noair.-
-The uow race started on a much higher plane than the
fermer one. They had lcarucd many lessons from zhe
old worid. They had scen the effects cf si. They-hid
records cf God's deaiings in the past. 1rh~ey- stood on
tire plane cf civilization and invention attained before
the flood, but with better purposes and uses. Themxost
notable story cf this iutervexring turne is that -of thre cau-
fusion cf tangues at the tower cf Babel, near the present
site of Babylon. Languages; There are uow about
3,000 lauguages and branches, besides lesser dialects.
But tire leading languages are less than 3o0. The Bible
is new translated inte over 300 différent languages, juta
ail the principal oues. The object was (z) ta linit the
spread cf evil, to fonce off the differeut nations-[Irom oe
another, and limit the poiver cf violence (2) It gave
tire opportunity for mauy différent develop-ients cf civi-
lization ànd language, se that finaily* there will corne oe
language 'which shall include the best thiugs in ail. (3)
It mÏade, as it were, a fonce and dcfencearound Abraham
and the DCw religious developinent The gift of Pente.

cost wvas the reverse-of Babel,.cc symbol ofa- better 'day
,vliren ail men shall be brotÈer9 again, and-as thoý wofld
growvs botter the unity becornes more possible. See the
progress.by comnpariiqgpen. i , Acts 2, and. Rev. 7: 9,
10. Writing was known. in Abraham's time. There
are, in vailous museurns, inscribed bricks and cylinders
of bis age. lu the sprinig of 1883 there were discovercc'.
at Tel-eI-Amarna, one hundrcd miles south of Caira,- h
Egypt, several huudred cuneiformn tables, which art
letters sent ta Egypt frein Babylonia and Palestine, the
ruost intcresting orles ta us being froin the governor of

Jeruale, fot far from the time cfJ.braham. There
are uasengravd bricks and cylinders froin the ruins of
Ur, taken from the stone library of the early king Ligç.
Bagas, ivhom. Prof. Saycc Puts ait 3,000 u.c I "Tis
ancrent race were beyond most others given to reading
and wvriting," so'that it inay %véli be truc, in the' words,
of R. Payne Smith, that «"very pebably Abraham carried
witlr him bricks and cylinders inscribed with- these-
ancieut records." Sec Library Reerences.

Tira FIRsT CALL dit ABRAHAM- .- 31. ADRAHAt.
(z) Nanme. Originally Abram <hi gh or exalted father);
changed afterivards ta Abraham (father of a multitude).
ý 2) -ParetItagt. *He was the son of Terah, of the line cf

hem. (3) Bfrth. He was barr at Ur of the Chaldees, ~
B.c. 1996, two years after.the dcath of Noah, through'.
ivhom lus father could easily have gaiined a knowledge
cf the true God. IlWith hilm begins a new'chapter in
the history of the race. His .surtoudngs at Ur. lu
Abraharn's Urne the city cf Ur, though fro% over oee
iiundred miles from thc sea, wvas on the shores cf the
Persian Gulf. -Abraham, ne dcubt, cften 'valked upon
the sands o! ihe scashore, te whiéh the nuraber of bis
descendants -%as compared.

'Tzus CALL.-Ten gencrations and mare than four
-hundred years have passcd.since the flood: Agaùi Inan
goes astray, and fill inta idalatry and ivickedncss.
There is danger tbat the truth %vilI again be lest freni
thc earth, and the race ruin itself through sin. Another'
method cf redeeming muan, fram that -of our iast lesson,
is now undertaken, whosc beginnings are rc.porded in
to.day's lesson.-

Tira MfTHOD OF THE CALL. (i) Stephen says tha2
<' the God of glory " appeated te him. (2) Whether
audibly, as man spealks ta man; or by spiritual revela-
tien ne likencss; seen, ne audible voice heard, substan-
tiaII the resufts would be tRe saine.

'Tis 'DEPARTURE PROII Ut.--Abrahan- -was called
because lie .waà a fitting. instrument for God's purpose,
and was wiiling ta listen te, the voice cf God. Part cf
Abraham's family went with him<-and a large cempany
of servants with flocks and herds. Thcy moved north-
ward along the Euphrates tih they caruti. ta, Haran in tIre
Modern Aleppe district. Here his fatirer Terah died.

THs SECO4D CALL--V..I. Fer semc unknown reason
Abrahamn and bis company remained at Haran for a
number cf ycars iustead cf geing onl te Canaan. But
Abrahamn did netknouw thlat he -wis going on to Canaan
(Acts 7:-3; Heb. -i : -8).

Tus Fias? PILGRIM FATHER.-V.S. .4-g. Se Abrarm
departed, as the Lord hadspolren untohim. Thisisthe
record cf Abram's overcoming faith. The comimand of
God entaiicd ne littie cost and self.denial.
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1894 BIBLE LESSON PROVE THAT CO3MMIT TO MEMORY -:
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