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concentrates attention, while the quality of the plat-
formn speakin,, deteriorates every now and then. The
convention needs, more than anything else, nmen like
Professor Drummond, who take a broader outlook,
and have grasped the essence of a simple anid genu-
mne Christianity. There is too much laboured expo-
sition of Scripture, and interpretation that is either too
literai or too fanciful, although it should be said that
pre-millennialismn was not made unduly prominent
this year. If some of our leading pastors anid teach-
ers, or representatives of other educational centres,
could brang to bear an influence whicb wvoulc1 lift the
meetings from the ruts into wbich they occasionally
fali, Mr. Moody's conventions could be macle reser-
voirs of much greater spiritual power.

THE Cauiada Presbyterian is responsible for the
followi, g, we sharing responsibility by reproducing
it. 0( cours.e our contemporary, with ourselves,
gladly recognizes exceptions from the stricture
here implied but imitations multiply and are poor
t hings ; at any rate there is room, for thought.

Chat-away Assemblies, Whimnsby Camps, Paradise
Parks and such like are very nice and enjoyable
places to visit. It is quite possible to bave a very
good time at any of these deligbtful retreats, but it is
possible also that these summer religio-educational
fairs may be considerably overdone, just as was the
old-tine soiree which has now alniost gone out of
commission. It is a grand thing to meet with old
friends and make new ones, amid the fluctuating as-
sociations of the camp grounds ; it is deligbtÇul to,
hear the lions, ecclesiastical, scientific and educational,
do some mild roaring. These modemn institutions
have their use no douht. Those who like to, bave
their read ing and thinking clone for tbemn by proxy
will find tbat those midsumnmer dissipations f111 the
proverbial long-felt want, wbile those who, tbrough
the year endeavour togive their intellectual nature any.
thing like justice, vill flnd their moral and spiritual
being braced *and strengthened by calm- and silent
converse with nature. But then it bas to be remem-
cered that these gregarious sumnmer pasturages are
paying concerns.

OuR contemporary, the Christian .ifirror, Port-
land, tells us that Congregationalismn is* growing ini
Pennsylvania. It bas 'now ninety-fiXe churches in-
that State, and has mide a net gain~ of eighty per
cent. in cburch membersbip since i88o.

SUMME9 holidays aud summer retreats are be-
coningý mnore and more necessities of our social
city life. Houses are closed because the family is
away rusticating. It is a serious question how this
summer abandon inay be indulged without denmori-
lization, for in too -many instances the strolling
player, the saloon-keeper and gambler follow the
jileasure-seeking crowd. We t1herefore welcome

ail endeavours to provide places of summer resort
free from such dernoralizing influences. Of the
Toronto'endeavours we feel justifled in Inention-
ing Long Branch, a place of seventy acres, fast he-
coming a scene of comforb and of b eauty. We
mention it because its manager, Mr. T. J. Wilkie,
bas been long known as a Christian worker, having
been the active secretary for many years- of the
Toronto Y. M. C. A., then of Brooklyn, besides
being an active member of one of our city churches.
There are niany lines of' Christian work, and this,
though business, may be made Christian also in
influence and in power. The ruies of the ground,
rigidly enforced, forbid ail alcoholic liquor and un-
seemily conversation.

ACCOMPANVINO the Press Association party on
ianinual excursion brought before us more of

these endeavours to provide summer rest and re-
creation. Near Barrie is a pleasant Tesort on Lake
Simcoe, and at the other end an island on which a
pleasant evening and night were spent. Orillia,
on Lake Couchiching, is prettily situated, and the
entire scenery of the lakes in that ré~gion' delight-
fui. Shaded islands, charming bays, glistening:
wavelets; with clear skies, combine to impress a Ca-
nadian with the fact that for beauty of prospect
and clearness of air there is no need of seeking
other climes or foreign shores.

OUR, brief stay in Barrie enabled us just to cai

upon our friend, Mr. J. R. Black, and ïo meet one
or two of our fiiends there. We found Mr. Black
cheery 'and hopeful, and the friends we met spoke
highly of bis woik and powver. The town of Orillia
was visited, and under the town authorities we
drove around it. We shall fot dwell on the bor-
rors of the idiot asylQmn tbere- further than t7b say
that the kindly care exercised over these horrible
forms of humanity is a standing testimony to the
power of Christian disinterestedness and charity.
As we were driven around the growing town we
were impressed W'ith the fact-no Congregationai
Cburch here. There is roomn and work.

1T has been our practice to give our readers the
benefit of ail adverse, criticisms of ourselves the.
could well be published. Is it too much to pub-
lish the following per contra, and -to - hank 'our
friend for bis encouraging-words? We do get en-
couregemnent. betiiues.


