
4 ADDRESS TO TRE UNION.

boing constrained by the yearnings of thicir christian nature to throw ou( some or the,
test-questions of thoir sevoral commiunions, making thin matters of mutualforbearante,
in order to enlar-ge the bounds of thoir christian fellowship. Sticcess to their mnove-
monts I Wlion tliey shal' have brou-lit this grace of forbearanco into botter Nvorking
order, thîoy ivill find that they can trust to it ivitli grenter confidence.

In bold contradistinction from this theory of cliturch fellowship, we belicre, not
in the (ongrcgational ChurTch, but in Ilthe lioy C'«thoiic C'/wrc/t ;" and refuse to,

ut frth any synbol of fith, or order of discipline, as our party standard. Ive
Iift Up our voice aga.inst this "lhast of unif'ortmity ;" this paqssion for orgnnic

unty; this rage for governing consciences, or nt Ienst dictating the church'sý
professions and moides of proceduire, in the observance of religious ordinances,
Ilalter the commandmcnts and doctrines of inon." We proclaim, in opposition
to, ail theso systoms of uniformity, Ilthe unity of the spirit in the bond of peace,"
as co-existing with that Il liberty with whvlieli Christ lias made us froc."' W~e
totally dcny the riglit of more human authority, 'whlethier of the Pope or of an
iTteomonical Council even of ail christendom, to, lay any restrictions on thec mdi-
vidual disciple, or on thc local churcli, in niatters of religions faith and practice.
This, lîowever,. is only one h.a'f of our tcstiînony ; the iîcgatwe fori ofCoge-
tional liberty. Vie other half, being the a//imalive, embodies the major truthi,
whichi *-, assertcd in our Lord's own word.-Mýatt. xxiii. S. Il or one is yuur-
Master, even Ohrisi; and ail ye are birctltrcn." While frec froui ail other auithority,
we are under liw t C'hrist. WVe are w-cil aware that thc sacred Scriptures are
not siu//icieiit as a rnIs of faith ard practice, if uniiforimity constitutes a necessary
oloînent of the Churoli's oneness. But this is not essential to our thcory of Uhc
Millenial Chiurchi, which wilI undoubtcdly answer to the prayer Il Titat they ait'
miay lie one."

On this p oint lot us hear Archbishop Whatelcy:
"lNo such~ thingý is to be found in our Scripzures as a catechism, or regulatr elemnen-

tary introduction. to the Chiristian religion : nor do they furnish) us with any thinig of
the nature of a systeniatic crood, sot of articles, or confession of faitli. Nom- do they
supply us witji a liturgy for ordinary public worship, or with forais f'or adniinistem-ing
the Sacramients: nor do they even give any procise directions ns to tliese and other
ecclesiastical niatters-any thing ilhat at all corresponds to a rubrie, or set of canons.
We niay plainly infer fi-oui this circunistance, the design of the 11013' Spirit that these
details, concorning which no preciso directions arc to be found in Scriptum-c, were
moant to be left to the reguhation of cachi Churchi), iii cacli age and country."

If the Archhishop wvould only adhiere to the aefinition of the terni IlChnrch,>'
given ini the 19th Article of his own communion, vi-s., "a congrcgation oJJiilidi
lieil, in which the pure word of God is preachcd, c."we could not desire a more
explicit testimony than ho lias given for Church, unity without uniforiiity.

TVhe recent developuients of' the Spirit's presenee have furnished a glorious
illustration and confirmation of this principle. IlWhere the Spirit of thie Lord
is, there is liberty." In thiose Union Prziyer Meetings of the pnst six Months,
svherever the Spirit's influences w-ere mc,s-t apparent, the utmost liberty W-ns found
to, co-exist with the most hearty fellowship of spirit and christian propricty.
Where the figmient of outwvard uniforLnity W-as allowcd to restrain and govcrn
these services, thcy compnratively failed. 1 fear this w-i be found Lo have too
generally clîaracterized the Union efforts thronghout this Province, where thie
- Uniformity Theor 'y" of the Chiurdli so gencrally predominates. To the Eastern
and WVestern States, where the New Testnment principles of christian fcllholvbip
and liberty have taken deep hold of Uhc masses, and liave sensibly liborated in some
mensure even thc bonda.en of uniformity, wo niust look, for the fnllest counter-
part of Pentecostal triumplis. For the time bing, ail sects .and parties were Iost
broui vieiw. The saints met toget hcr, from. day to dayý, in one or more places,
according to convenience, without respect to denouminational grotinds, and -vere
of one heart; and of one nmmd inacnts of wors-laip and in efforts to save sinners.
This is thc truc fellowshiip of saints. We cal-e not what thoso assoniblies wvere
callcd. 'Vhey were in fact, for the tune beinir, Congregationol Churches, i.e., self-
controlled religious assemblies, statedly meeting for the worship) of God.

Ouly one other principle, held hy us, need hie here mentioned, viz., the basis of


