
78 STATE 0F RELIGION IN CANADA.

the style -f worship there was considerable freedom, which those who dwelt li
the old cu antry vould be slow te change to. For instance, in his own church,
surumer and wipiter they would always find a vaue of flowers to decorate the churcli
of God. It vas thought that flowers were the sweetest a~nd most beautiful things,
and it was only out of a feeling of regard and honour to *God and His house *that
some of the sweetest and beat creations were brought to adoru the sanotuary, and
wjthout any superatitious feeling about it. Great attention vas paid te the ser-
vice of song, and the organe in some of the churches were very elaborate. The
music wau executed with the best teste that it~ vas possible to secure. There vas
a difference in the ohXirches of Canada as compared with those in the United
States in this respect. In moat churches in the United States the service of song
vas conducted ini a uxanner which, always distressed his feelings--namely, four
persons sitting li the gallery forxned a quartette. Ho waa very glad to say, how-
ever, that in the United States there vas rising up a feeling of antagouism to
that sort of thing. A few leaders had set their faces against it, and that distin-
gulshed man, Benxy Ward Beecher, of New York, set a noble example to bis
brethren lu that particular. He has in his church a choir of 100 persons with
an organ that wouldl comxmand attention anywhere, and the service of song con-
ducted by that choir wus only lu such a way as to be a help to the people in that
vast congregation nurabering many thousands ; and eue vas almoat overpovered
by the volume of sound from the thousanda of voices that filled the place. Hoe
had neyer anyvhore heard sueh wonderful congregational, singing as in that
church. It vould be, of course, imprudent for hlm te say much about the preach-
mng, and hoe would not criticise Mse brethren on the other side of the Atlantic.
The atmosphore was such that one felt he could altnost go or. preaching for
over. Consequently, there might be a little.iixore vivacity and liveliness-charac-
terizing those who lived on the 'other side of the Atlantic; but ho did not, nean
in the sense cf triviainessa; he meaut in the quickness of thought, and readinesa
of expression. The preaching is very practical; lu the United States foruxerly it
used to be exceedingly doctrinal, but nov the general current had changed. It
vas liko the people, who are very practical indeed lu their habits of life. If one
thought of doing something, the questions vere asked, 1"Well, what viii ho do?
Boy much ca-n he accomplish by itV" It .vas not whethor this speculàtion vas
right but IlWhat will be the issueV" The Sunday-schoo]s in BritiàhliNorth
Ainerica and lu the United StateF3 dlffered greatly froni those prevaillngiii this
country. They wore for all you4g people, -irrespective of age and irrespective of
social status. They had in his own Stinday-school at Mentreal, alI grades of
society-people who drove in their carrnages to school and those *who walked a
mile from their cottage dwefling. The teachers, of course, included"ý aIluses,
anxd they paid great attention te the study cf the leasons, and held many conven-
tions and discussions as to the beat means vhereby teaching might ho promoted
and nmade effective. They had a Sunday-school Union especially for the Sunday-
schools in Quebec. The central committee vas at Montreal, and hie happened te
bo the corresponding secretary. They kept ene agent,. and sometimestwo, whobe
duty it vas to viait amail towus and villages, encouraging the sehools and supply-
ing thein vith books, and visiting those places remote from towns and villages
vhere immigrants had settled te establish there if possible Sabbath-schools. lIn
that way during the past tventy years 1,300 achools had been organized, and -hoe
believed more than 3,000 children brought under religieus instruction on the
Lord's day. Tie system cf education lu the day-schools lu relation te religion
differed in different parts cf the Dominion, and those differences arose from the
religious opinions cf the people. [n the Province of Ontario they had a PRrotes-
tant population almost entirely, and in the Province cf Quebec they hadl three-
fourtha cf the people French-Canadian Roman Catholica. In the Province of
Ontario, the public sohools were very niuch after the model cf those cf the United
States, supported by public taxation, and every one who feit inclined te go te

the reevd religious teaching. The Bible vas used, and a great deal ir-it read
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