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first statesman to nttcmopt to put it in practice; but it was not tili a liter
period in the history of the nation that responsible governuient becarne in
understood and settled thinag.

Charles had engîîged England in a war with the Puteh, but the Englishi
fleet had been beaten shiamefully. A plague came upon London, carrying
away in sis: inonths one hundred thousand human heings, and scarcely any
ministers remiained te administer consolation to the dying but the nonconfor-
Mists, and those ivho had been educated by them. Then camne a great fire
on the city of' London, laying it aliuost ia ashes. Everything seems to bave
g"One %Vroagr with the nation. 'Macaulay says that if there had been an
election the Roundheads would have been restored to power. Persecution
-%vent forivard with great energy, and some of the brightest ernaments of the
churchi languishe d ia prison or found their way to the settiements ia the new
world, in spite of a cruel law that forbade nonconforinists to sail for colonies
wvhere they would have sympathisers. Engliand's Sun set in dishonor, and
Macaulay tells us that o11 the very day that the Dnteh fleet burnt Uic British
W.ir vessels in the Tharnes, the Kin- arnuscd himself romping with some of
the abandoned women about the court. Theu it was that Englishmen
reealled the days of Cromiwell and Blake, to whose memory and remains
they had done such great, dishonor.

While the agitation weat forward in favor of the Exclusion Bill every
effort was tuade by the court party to crash the Whig leaders, and at leagthi
the opportunity offercd itself. The Duke of Monmouth (the worthless son
of Charles the Second and Lucy Walters), called by the lower classes Ilthe
Protestant Duke," planncd a rebellion, and on its diseovery warrants were
issued for the arrest of' Monmouth, Shaftesbury, Russell and Sydney,
although the three latter werc innocent of' ail conneetion with iL. The king
pardoned Montuouth, and sent hlmn into exile; Uic grand jury cf London
threw out thc bill against Shaftesbury, who then fled te Holland, and plotted
with tic Prince of Orange, whomn le had fornierly wroaged; but Russell and
Sydney wvere sent te tie scaffold, where, says ïMacaulay, Il Russell died ivitb
thc fortitude of a Christian, Algernon Sydney with the fortitude of a stole."
Frorn that time forwaffi the Whigs werc in disgrace at court, and to be a
Whig was to suifer every sort cf iadignity. Thousands of innocent persons
sufféed on supposition cf favoring the IDuke of Monmouth, and soine of
Engyland's best miea made their way te Ainerica, where thcy swellcd the
ranks of thc settlers. In their triumph the court party mnade an onset upon
the city of' Lendon, and other towns that were representcd by Whig mcm-
bers, tning froin these towns their charters, and grantiag them new ones
tliat grave the ascendziney te the party of the court. And as if not satisfied
thcy turned their eyes te America, and threateaed the colonies with simailar
treatmcat.

Whil th Whis sruglcd in Parliament for the Exclusion B3ill, Charles
Lad sent James te Scotland. The Scots had considered the brutality of the
savage Lauderdale inhuman, but James surpassed hlm in cruelty. -Macaulay
says that James Ilnet only came te couneil when the torture was te bc in-
flicted, but watehed the agonies of thc suiferers with a sort of interest and
complacency." The sufferings of' English nenconforinists after the Restera-
tien %vere terrible te think eft; but the sufferings ef the Scots Presbyterians,
who liad iilways befricnded thc Stuarts, was beyend description. Thousands
fled the country te Ireland, Helland, and Arnerica, wherc thecir descendants
are stili aumnereus. On the disgrace cf the Whig, statesmen, iL was con-
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