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miners, while resident at the gold fields, then, to such
ant extent the gold mines will sitnply have given Can-
ada whatever trade wus ereawed by the current ex-
penditures of those engaged in mining. An  \mer-
wan who goes to the Klondyke, or Kootenay,  ac-
quires there a quantity of gold, then returns Jaden
with it to his home in the States, will render very
trifling service to Canada in return for the weahh
<he has allowed him to acquire and carry anway
order to expend or invest it in a foregn country.,

As e productive power of our manufacturing u,
dustries is now largely in execss of the demand, with
a capacity for rapid eapansion in case of need, we
cannot regard it as even probable that the inereased
demand for goods created by mining operations will
cause an increase in prices.  The living expenditures
m the mining districts and the distribution of mowey
caused by new public works, with the outlys made
by he additional population we shall have by mmau-
gration to the gold ficlds, will eaclh and a1l contrilute
to the volume of business done by car merchant,
and manufacturers, We look hopefully to these as
having in them “the promise and the potency™ of
the clements helpful to the future prosperity of
Canada.

————— —
U. 8. HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS.

When our neighbors are competing with us for
trade, it is well to keep an eye upon the movements
they are making to secure the prize. Congress s
ahout being asked to appropriate about two millions
on works for improving ..a¢ harbour chanuel at New
York. About one million is also to spend in enlarging
the shipping accommodation at  Portland.  Phila-
delphia and New Orleans have extensive works in
progress for improving those ports,  Other places
bave had large sums spent in deepening their bar-
bours and eniarging the wharves. The New York
Jowrnal of Commerce, which discusses this marter fully
ia its issue of 22nd Nov., states that Savamah has
new 23 feet of water, an increase from 18 feet, and
Baltimore is working for 30 feet.  The increasmng size
of acean vessels with their deeper draughts is causing
a geacral movement to deepen the harhours, and their
approaches of the American ports on the Atante
reaboard.  Ovr contenporary gives a detailed list of
the ocean liners with their maximum draft, tonnage
and length,  The longest vessels are the following . —

Tonunage, Length. Maximam.

RrOSS. ft. in. draft. ft.in.

QCEANIC vevove soase cass 17,000 704.0 30.0
Kaiser Wilhelm. ... 000 14,200 625.0 28.3
TOCABIR savr cvrnne 2,052 6ot.o 29.2
Campania..... 12,950 601.0 .  29.0
TeULQUC.c ¢ vvee cosvness 9,500 s82.0 26.9
MATEHIC cocevsiere vernar  0.500 s82.0 26. 10
St TS . coveeiienn e 11,629 335.5 28,2
St. ml. 11,629 535.5 28.0

“In 1885 there were 8 steamers drawing 27 feet
and over that came into New York, and the greatest
draft was 27 feet 3 inches. In 1890 there were 2t
steamers with a maximum draft between 27 and <3
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feet, and 3 steamers with a maximum draft of 28
feet and over, while the greatest dratt was 28 feet 4
inches.  In 180 there were g3 steamers with @ max-
imum draft between 27 and 28 feet, 10 steamers with
a maximum drait between 28 and 28*eet and ¢ steam-
s with a maximum draft of 29 feet and “over, while
the greatest draft was 3o feet 6 inches and this year
tie maximum draft is 52 feet,”

From the above data a judgment can be formed as
towhat anada will have to do if she intends to have
hues of steamers running to this national port equal
to those which enter the harbour of New York.

Cr —————————
PUBLIC DEBT AND PUBLIC .JORKS.

By a mechanical accident in adjusting the type
ior printing, the following table had a somewhat dis-
juinted appearance in our last issue, we, therejore,
reprin it in its proper shape:--

. Torarn EXrENDITURYS oN Puntic Works,
including sums charged to Revenue sinoe Confe
deratton,

Rallways.eee oot coniin vocens coenns

ceeiseess! $121,056,804

L:nnals.... tere srecsaeesineriiies sieierecenaee] 48,854,771
Goverment Buildings, hight houses, navigations, 42,218,437

. 212,130,002
Prior to Confed. there was spenton Rys.and Canals| 52,944,175
Ou other public works.oosoiiiiiiieveseneianeaa] 10, 917
Yotal £a fenaiture on Camaddian Pudlic Works...... _};7-5 1765,094

Tha above table puts the whole case of the Dowmi-
pion Debt in a nutshell.  The Provincial Debts as-
sumed by the Dominion at Confederation amounted
s $77,500,000, and up to that time there had been
expended $63,635,092 on railways, canl* and other
public works.  Since Confederation, e Dominion
has assumed Provincial Debts for a further sum of
$30.930 148, making a total of $109,430,148 paid to
Provinces, which forms part of the Dominion Debt
of $259,2309,001.  So that there remains only $149,-
08,913 «f the net public Debt, which has been in-
curred for strictly Dominion purposes  since 1868,
Smce that time, the Dominion has expended $212,-
130,002 on railways, canals, buildings, harbours and
navigation.  That is, while there has been expended
on the public works of the Dominion, since 1868, no
less than $212,1 30,002, the Debt only represents $149,-
08,913 of dhat amount. It would be highly interest-
ing to have a valuation made of the whole of the
fublic works, which have been constructed, and are
now owned by the Dominion. Wholly apart from
the magnificent, the invaluable services those works
have already rendered to the country, we are satisfied
that the present value of these works as a Dominion
Asset would prove to be more than equal to the
Debt incurred by their construction.  The splendid
position now occupied by Canada is to a very large
extent the frait of her expenditares on transportation
facilities,




