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and the Lord has punished mo. He
hias given me a child, I ask once more
at your hands a boon. Will you take
this child of mine and bring it up as a
child of yours, or of mine, ought to beo
brought up 1"

The tears were rolling down _the
Senora Ortogna’s cheeke. The Lord
bad indeed punished hor in more ways
than Aungus Poail knew. Her child
lesaness, bitter as that had been, was
the least of them. Speechless, sho rose
and stretched out her arms for the
¢'ild. Ho placed it in them. Still
the'child slept on, undisturbed.

“T do not know if I will b permit-
tod,” she said falteringly ; “my hus-
band »

 Futher Salvierderra will command
it. I haveseen him,” roplied Angus.

‘The Senora's face brightened. *If
that be so, U hope it can be as you
wish,” she said. ‘Then a strange om-
harrassment came upon her, and look
ing down upon the infant, sho said in
quiriogly, * Dut the child’s mother?™

Angus's face turned swarthy red.
Perhaps, face to faco with this gentle
and still lovely woman he had ounce so
foved, he first realized to the full how
wickedly hohad thrown away his life.
With a quick wave of his band, which
spoke volumes, be said: * That is
pothing. She has ather children, of.
ber own blood. That is mine, my ouly
one, iny daughter. I wish her to be
yours ; otherwise, she will be taken by |
the Caurch.”

With each second tbat sho felt tho
little warm body's tender weight in her
arms, Ramona Ortegns’s heart had
more and more yearned toward the
infant. At these words she bent her
face down and kissed its cheek. *Oh
no' not to the Church! I will love
it as my owp,” she said.

Angus Phail's face quivered. Feoel-
ings long dead within him stirred 1n
their graves. 1le gazed at the sad and
altered face, once so beautitul, so dear.
¢ ghould hardly have known you,
Senora ! burst from himinvoluntmﬂ{.

She smiled piteously, with no resent-
ment. * That is not strange. I bardly
know myself,” she whispered. * Lifo
bas deait very hardly with meo. I
should not have known you cither—
Angus” She pronounced his name
hesitatingly, holf appeslingly. At the
sound of tho familiar syllables, so long
unhecard, the man’s heart broke down.
Ile buricd his face in his bands, and
sobhed out: ¢ Oh, Rawmona, forgive
mei 1 brought the child here, not
wholly in love; partly in vengeance.
But I am melted now. Are you sure
you wish to keep her{ I will take her
away if you are not.”

« Never,.so long as Ilive, Angus,”
replied Senera Ortegna.  *¢ Already I
feel that she is a mercy from the Lord.
If my husband sces no offence in her
presence sho will be a joy in wy life.
Has she becn christened1”

Angus cast his eyes down. A sud-
den fcar smote him. * Before I had
thought of bringing her to you,” he
stammered, “at first I bad only the
thought of giviog her to the Church. 1
had had her christened by —the
words refused to leave his lips—* the
name—— Can you not guess, Scn-
ora, what name she bears1”

Tho Scnora knew. “My own?i”®
sho said. .

Aungus bowed his head.  **Tho only
woman’s name that my lips ever gpoka
with love,” heo said, reassuringly, ** was
the name my daughter should bear.”

«Jt is well,” voplied the Senora
Then a great silence fell between them,
Esach studied the otber's face, tenderly,
bowilderedly. Then, by a simultancons
jmpulso they drow nesrer.  Angus
strotched out both his arms with a
gesture of iofivite love and despair,
bent down aund kissed the hands which
lovingly held bis slecping child.

* God bless you, Ramonal TFare
welll You will never seo mo more,”
ho cried, and was gone.

In a moment more he reappoared on

the threshold of the door, but only ‘o

say in a low tono, * Thero is no noed
to be alarmed if tho child does not wake
fur somo hours yet. She has had a safe
sleeping potion given her. It will not
harm her.”

Oue more long lingering look into the
other's faces, and the two lovers, so
strangely parted, still more strangely
wet, bad parted again for ever. ‘The
quarter of a century which had lain
between them had Leen Lridged in both
their hearts as if it were but a day, In
the heart of tho mau it was tho old
passionate love reawakening ; & resur-
rection of the buricd dead to full lifo,
with lincaments unchanged. In the
woman it wag not that; there waa no
buried love to come to such resurrec-
tion in her beart, for sho bad never
loved Angus Phail  But, long ualoved,
ill-treated, heart-Lroken, sho woke at
that moment to the realization of what
manner of love it had been which she

had thrown away in her youth; her |

whole Liing yeurued for it now, and
Angus was avevged.

When Francis Ortegua, late that |

night, reeled half tipay into bis wife's
room, he was suddenly sobered by the
sight which met his eyes—his wife
kneeling by the side of a cradle, in
which lay, smiling in its sleep,.a Leauti-
ful infant.

¢ Whaut in the devil's name,” ho be-
gan ; then recollecting, he muttered .
“ Ob, the Indian brat! Iscel I wish
you joy, Senora Ortegna, of your first
child!” and with a8 mock bow and
cruel sucer be staggered by, giving the
cradle an apgry thrust with his foot as
he passed. -

Tbe brutaltaunt did not much wound
the Senora. The time has long since
passed when unkind words from her
husband could give her keen pain, But
it wasa warning not lost upon her new-
bora wother imstinct, and from that
day the little Ramona was carefully
kept and tended in apartments where
there was no danger of her being seen
by the man to whom the sight of her
baby face was only a signal for anger
and indecency.

Hitherto Ramona Ortegna had, so
far as was possible, carefully concealed
from her family the unhappiness of her
murried life. Ortegoa’s character was
indeed well known ; his neglect of his
wife, his shameful dissipations of all
sorts, were notorious in every port in
the country. But from the wife her-
self no ono had ever heard co much as
a syllable of compluint. She was a
Gonzags, and sho knew how to suffer
in sileoce. But now she saw a reason
for takiog her sister into her confidence.
It was plain to ber that she had not
many years to live; and what then
would become of the child? Left to
the teoder mercies of Ortegoa, it was
only ton certain what would become of
her. Long sad hours of perplexity tho
louly woman passed, with tho little
laughing babe in her arms, vainly co-
deuvouring to forecast her fature. The
near chance of her own death had not
occurred to her mind whon she accepted
the trust.

Before the littlo Ramona wasa year
old, Angus Phail died. An Indian
wmessenger from San Gabriel brought
the news to Senora Ortegna. He
brought her also a box and =z letter,
given to him by Angus the day before
his deatb. The box contained jowels
of valuc, of fashions a quarter of a
century old. They were the jowels
which Angus had bought for his bride.
These alono remained of all his fortune.
Even in tho lowest depths of hisdegra-
dation a certain sentiment had restrain.
ed him from parting with them, The
lotter contained only theso words:
“I send you all I have to leave my
drughter. I meant to bring thom wmy-
gelf this year. 1 wished to kiss vour
hands and hers once more. But I am
dying. Farowell.”

{TO BE CONTINGED.)
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