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in whose bounds the rev. gentleman resided.
Tho Roport was approved of, but Mr, W,
Scott Moncricff and others oxpressed regret
that the application should be hung up for
a year, and the rev. gentleman's useful
ness interrupted for that period.

ConrespoNpENCE WITIt Fonreten Crunci-
ss.—DMr. Robertson, Greyfriars, presented
tho Report from this Committee, which gave
some interesting information in reference
partioularfy to the Protestant Central So-
ciety of France, one of the most zealous
agencies, the report stated, on the Continent,
for the evangelisation of the peoplo. It
was aleo mentioned that a great Protestant
Conference was expected to be held at Paris
in August, at which evangelical ministers
from all parts of the world would be pre-
sent, Reference was made to Italy, and to
the dissensions that had arisen in Novthern
Ttaly between the Protestant part of the
popuiation there. The Vaudois Church
was exonerated from the blameof these dis-
sengions, and 2 tribute paid to tho evangelic-
al principles which now. as formerly, cha-
racterised that Church,

M. Le Deune, from Belgium, addressed
the Assembly in French. He was under-
stood to give some particulars with reference
to what was doing among the Roman Catho-
Jic population of Belgium, and to ask the
assistance of the Assembly to the Christian
enterprises in which the Christian Church
in Belgium was now engaged.

Dr. Bisset, Mr. M'Lean (Glasgow}, and
Dr. Cook, (Haddington), having spoken in
favour of the objects contemplated by the
Protestant Church iz Belgium, tho Assem-
bly resolved to recommend them to the
favourable consideration of the Church.

Marnrage ArriNity Biit.—Principal
Lee thought that at that late hour (half-past
eleven o'clock), it was not possible to do
justice to a subject which was one of the
most interesting at present before tho coun-
try. Withregard to the names of minis-
ters which had been used by the sapporters
of the bill as favouring theic views on the
question, he remarked that he had inquired
into the cases of all clergymen that were
known to him, and ho found that most of
the statements were misrepresentations.

The rev. Principal concluded by propos-
ing that the Assembly petition Parliament
against the measure,

Professor Swinton scconded the motion,
which was briefly supported by Drs: Hill
and Grant, and unanimously agreed to.

PrePARING Atps To DEvoTioN. —The Com-
mittce on this subject havieg verbally re-
ported, through Dr. Robertson, that they
had not been able to come to any definite
#onclusion, the Assembly re-appointed the
Committee, Professor Campbell to be Con-
vener.

Exrension ov mie Scormisit Usiversi-
TiEs,~—A memorial from the Association for
this object, and signed by a considerable
number of iudividuals, was then taken up.

Dr. Cook, Haddigton, suzgested that 1fjwhere the range of selection for patrons is
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a Committee were uppointed, they should
bring up a Report to next General Assembly.

The suggestion of Dr. Cook was agreed
to, and a Comunitteo was appointed, with
instructions to report to next General Assem-
bly.

CovrLectioN ¥or Tuk Wives anNp Fasi-
LTES OF SOLDIERS AND Sa1Lors.—Dr. Robert-
son reported that the collection on behalf
of this object had amounted to £3313 17s
10d,, contributed by 629 churches and cha-
pels, which bad been appropriated betwden
the Central Association for the relief of
soldiers’ wives and familics, and the Naval
Association for the wives and families of
sailors and marines—£1,8000 having been
remitted to the former, and £350 to the
Iatter Association. In the avent of the com.
mittee being re-appointed, he hoped they
would receive powers to make another col-
lection through the Church, if it should be
found necessary,

St. Luxe's Cuurch, Eprixsurcir.—Dr,
Robertson, on the part of the Endowment
Comumiittce, reported the circumstances
under which this church is at present placed.
The Assembly remitted the matter back to
the committee, with powers.

After o variety of miscellancous business,
the Commission of Assembly was appointed,
with the addition of Principal Macfarlan,

Ture Moperator's Appress,—The Mode-
;:\tor then addressed the Assembly as fol-
ows i —

Right Reverend and Right Honourable,
—Our deliberations have been brought to a
close. The time is just at hand when the
present General Assembly is to cease to be,
and it only remains for me, ere I descend
from the chair, which I feel I have so inade-
quately filled, to address to you, as is usual
in such cases, a very few parting words.

TFathers and Brethren,—1I begiu with con-
gratulating you and felicitating myself on
the tone, spirit, and temper, with which our
proceediugs have been conducted. Among
80 many who think for themselves, it was
not to be expected that entire unanimity on
the various subjects brought before us would
be found to subsist; and, in regard to cer-
tain matters, diversitics of opinion have been
entertained and expressed. But, if there
has not been eatire unity of mind, there still
has been unity of object and unity of heart,
We have beeu knit together in the bonds of,
peace, and alike tolgrant in judgment and
gentle in speech,  Clamorous contention has
not prevailed, and we have exhibited the
pleasing spectacle of brethren dwelling to-
gether in unity.

‘athers and Brethren—With equal rea-
son and equal gratitude do I rejoice with
you in the nature of the business which in
this General Assembly we have had to trans-
act. With the cxception of oncecase, (which,
however, did not come on.the werits before
us), we have not bad to entertain & charge
of immorality against. any of our ministers:
Neither have we, excopt in a solitary casé
too, (and that from a part of the kingdon

very Jimited), been called on to adjudicate
on any disputed settlement ; and this espe.
cially when we consider the many cases of
both kinds which came before us in recent
Assemblies, cannot but be to us, on both
personal and public grounds, a source alike
of joy and thankfuloeas to the Great Head
of the Church—to Him whose house holi
ness becomneth for ever, and who sces of the
travail of His sowl when an offectionate ro.
lation is formed between His undershepherd,
and their respective flocks. Instead of dis.
cussions on matters of a naturc g0 barassin
to the soul possessed of piety and imby
with a peaceful spirit, we have bad the pri
vilege of devoting much, nay, most of th
time allotted to us, to the consideration ¢f
those schemes of Christian benevoleng,
which, to her honour, the Church of on
fathers has cstablished— the origin, the ob
ject, and the progress of which it is sode
lightful to him who loves God and man fo
God’s sake to meditate and discourse op,
and the interchange of sentiments upe
which, between soul and soul, through wors
proceeding from affectionate lips, is o emi
nently well caleulated to perfect the life o,
God in the soul’ of the believer. DBlesxd
be the name of the Lord who bas given
the privilege of engaging in such employ
ments, and of such employments may w
feel the sc~etifying influsnce many dip
hence,

Right Reverend and Right Honourab:
—Let us now leok jforward together. W
cannot conceal it from ourselves that ex
sky—and ?4at, whether we regard ourselrs
as a Church of Christ along with oty
Christian Churches in our land, or inw
special character as the Church of Scotld
—Dhas a somewhat lowering aspect. W
have to contend with Popery—with its tx;
brother, Puseyism—and with tho nasw
or fully devcloped poison of Germanism-L
and, with what in tho present times wea
very apt (our minds being occupied wd
other dangers of a more special and peeulir
and, apparently, a more imminent characte
to overlook, a growing spirit, if not of e
tive and direct infidelity, yet of carelesss
or indifference about religion, This cw
a cloud over our prospects as we look f2
ward, and can scarcely fail to excite ape
hension in our rinds, when we regard
selves simply n our capucity of a Churdsl
Christ, whose duty it must be to conle!
carnestly for the fuith that was once delive
ed 10 the saints. But, apart from thisn
cannot shut our eyes to the fact that, asik
Established Church of Scotland, we s
placed in circumstances of a very omiv
complexion. There is diffused over the
a thirst for change. Theold maxims, “sit
super antiquas vias,” and * let well alon
are to a great extent repudiated, as co
into antagonisw with what i called prog
—(progress-towards what, I would ask’
of the spirit of tho age. By thisspint
legislatute is in no'small measure influese
and against 41l our institutions jsit ¥
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greater or less extent directed.



