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stripe of polities thought well to appoint a farmer, who possibly
finding polities more paying thaf®farming, became a member of
the Provinecial Parlisment and then procured for himself the
position of a County Court Clerk. Such instances might be
largely multiplied. As we have often said, if the profession
would stick together and insist, not merely their rights. but
upon what is really decent in the premises, such outrageous
appointments would not be made.

COMBATANTS AND NON-COMBATANTS.

As the eivil population. however, becomes more and more
imvolved in the direet conduct of the war, it seems much more
Jikely that the tendeney will be to confiscate private property
belonging to the enemy. Under the latest system, whereby pri-
vate individuals are detained and not permitted to leave the
country, even for neutral destinations, and under which the
reccipt of dividends by persons 1 enemy countries is firmly
vontrolled. we have something very like a temporary confisea-
tion of enemy property.  Aad ao war-contiseation can be other
than temporary: heeause permanent confiseations will always
form the subjeet of discussion when the terms of peace are
negotiated.

Both at sea and en land the dividing line between the com-
batant and the nen-combatant is hecoming blurred.  Every eiti-
zen s oan actual or a potential member of the Avmy Ordnanee
Corps. Every merchantman is an actual or potential seout or
vam. T!lv protection promised to the invaded populace, on con-
dition of their remaining quiet. has proved illusory. The peace-
ful dweller at the scaside finds the proximity of a signal sta-
tion or a railway line draws down on his villa a rain of naval
shells, 1t seems really probable that the theoretical immunity
of private property from confiseation. which in Napoleon's time
Lord Elleuborough thought so unassailable (in Wolff v. Ox
holmy, will not much longer be maintained,

But it is curious to refleet that, for all that, the nation in




