
NOTES ON 'IIE STUDY 0F? BOTANY. 5

handie to carry it by. %Vire presses and those of l.îîîice woodwork are
highly recommended by some, the advantages claimed being lightness
and'a f ree escap)e of nioisture. *In wet weather, however, the ordinary
formi bas the great nit of keeping one's pap)er dry. For an exc.ursion
the p)ress sio.uld contain a goud suppiily of spuciimen sheets and driers
with one or two pieces of milI-board or tlîin, deal, ail' of themi a
littie smnaller than the press. Any thin, clieap l)aper will answer for
specirnen sheets. \Vhat is known as p)rinting paper is the k-ind 1
ordinaiily use. For driers a slîecial palier is mianuifactuired, but it is
expensive, and I substitute 'I filter paper " whichi is obtainable at niost
druggists. Bluîîing paper of -iny kind %vill do, and, if econorny be an
object, uld niewspa.l)ers can be made tu merve. Somie of the finest and
imost beautiful spI)ciiiens 1 have ecr sLen w~ei turnud out froîil news-
papers alone. TI'le object is to bave a medium that wiIl quickly absorb
moiture a.nd as q'1iickly pau. %vith it again. 't'le inijU-boards or duals
are to keelp alj>art the danîp p)ape s containing the lants and the dry
unus"d unes. 1 also tistally carry in i) y ress a few slicets of cutton-
batting tu lay uver ripe fruits, such as stiawberries or raspberries, lu

preve.t. tlitir iceiving to u tch pressure and su getting crushed out
of saL

A p)ocket lens should always accompany the collector, and should not
be of too high power, (an inch to an inch and a haif focal dlistance.) A
very powerfoîi lens wvhile înagnifying greatly, încunvernently narlîuws the
field of vision.

A stout table knife answers the purp)ose of a trowvel, which-is 'used

for takîng up) plants by the root.

'l'lie note book is an object of prime importance, and should bè of
such a shape that it can be easily carried in the pocket. In this book
are to be jotted down any observa.tions one cannot trust to miemory,
e.g. the-color of flowers, the hieighit. of plants, the character of theý soiu
in which they growv, etc. Unless -the collector takes field-notes lie will
.run tue risk of letting. important observations escape him, -and he cannot
too soon learn to make theni in a concise, systematie: and legible way,
..never mixing ulp conjectures with actually observed facts. Everyone is
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