
covered in this very district and elsewhere, frein whicli an exact idea of
the fauina wliicli characterized the old Siltiriani seas about Ottawa cotild
b8 liad. The researclies about Ottawva have, silice the demlise of that
excellent paloeontologist, been fo llowed uip witl i arked success by his
nephew, Mr. 'Walter R. BilIings, of our Club, and from that timne, when
the 0. F. N. O. was organized, new aîid interesting resuits have been
obtaîned regarding the completion of the geologric history of this district,
a numnber of active workers hiaving, arisexi, in whose hands therei is a
large store cf work te be done as yot.

One of the first contributions to the geology of Ottawa, ini the
transactions of the Club, wa.9 the timely and interesting address deliver-
ed by Dr. A. R. C. Selwyn, the able director cf the Geological Survey,
on the IlGeology of the Ottawa Paoeozoic Basin " <see Tr-ans. O.F.N.C.,
vol. 1II, page 34, et 8eq). There is there given a graphic and instrue-
tive account of the varions forînation.,i existing in the basin in question,
which were deposited under sudl favourable circumnstances on the shores

and in the greater depthis cf those old paloeozoic seus.
During, the past nline years, the writer lias liad miany opportunities,

both as a member and leader in the geological section cf the Club's
work, te, examine the geological formations cf the district and enter into
numerous details cf structure, more interestiiug and instructive perhapB,
than remunerative, neverthieless of comsiderable value iu working out
the geological history of Ottawa. With a view cf giving in a concise

and practical nianner the result already obtýainied, it lias been thouglit
that a table or scdhedule miglit better illustrate the samie than a detailed

description.
The question of natural gas occurring or net occurring in the strata

of the Ottawa di3trict lias been and is still being freely discussed-a
question cf considerable import from an ecenomie stanâpoint and one
which bas given rise te tbis paper. 'wrii ten with a view of giving those
interested in the matter a general idea cf the succession cf the -,-ock
formations as they are known iii this vicinity. Thiere are inany
problenis involved in discussing the likelihcod cf gas eccurringr in a
certain district. The characters cf the strata, its thickness, composi-
tioni, mode cf occurrenrce anid its distribution have everything te do
with the occurrence cf gyas. Tlic re(suilt of experinients madc iii other
parts cf the worId, and especialIy iii the Unitcd States, showv tii t gas
occurs iii rocks of almiost any age iii the bistory cf the earth, and in
conxparing the rocks cf the Ottawa district withi tiiese cf similar age


