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TH-E VANIS-ILD BUFFALO.

It is hardly possible for thic thiough-Itful traveller ta rs
the prairies of \We'sterni Canada without saine reflections on the
vanishced bu tffalo. That these apparently interminable plains,
now Sa siuent ancl destitute of animal life, w'cre once thec pasture
ground for incrcdibly vast herds of bisou or Amecricýan buffalo
(BUS am'icamis) can scarcely bc realised. For fully a couple
of days thc 1>acific express speeds across this treelcss waste,
clothed with bro\wn grass exccpt in summi-er wvhen it is carpeted
wvith the strange floivers peculiar to thz-sc monotanous î1-ains.
In cvery direction the flat Nvaste meits in thie blue distance like
the sea in mid-ocean but nio siguozf:persecp e
birds, and that uibiquitous p)rairie rodent, the gophecr. Hercids of
domestie cattie, the î)rol)crty of isolated ranichers, roarn at vill
but an occasional cayote or prairie %volf (Canis fat rais, Say;ý, a
startled badger (Taai-zdta azmericana, Bod.), or a feiv ; itAýope
(i-Intiiocapi-a avie~ricaUIis, Ord.) may be seeni hastenin..
from the rai1lvay track.

It is fully twcnty years ago since the buffalo in any con-
siderable numbers wvere founid on the plains. In 1884 out of îà
herd of tvenity, cleven or twvelve wverc killed in the vicinity of
Cypress I-lis nat far fromn Mapie Crckl, and so rccently as eight
years ago a smail herd of six or seven cows and calves 'as
killed by Indians a littie north of Swvift Curi-ent, Assîniboia,
N. W. T., these being probably the remnant of the Cypress Huis
buffalo. In the early part of 1886 the Sînithsonian ex-pedition
scoured Montana with the hope, a very meagre one, of finding


