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¢ Ques Deus vult perdete prius dementat®®

In the Upper Town of Quebec—the queen
of North Awmerican cities, and looking down
from its rocky site on the broad St. Tawrence,

and distant mountain ranges, greeted the eye
on all sides—stood the Castle of St. Louis, the
tesidence of the Governors-General of Can-
ada. This interesting edifice was burned to
the ground in 1831, Subsequently the Ilarl
of Durham caused the 1uins to be levelled,
and converled into a terrace, enclosed with a
railing, and which, from the charming pros-
pect it commands up and down the river (in
summer alive with shipping), became the fa-
vourile promenade of the inbabitants,

A wing of the.old chateau still remained,
also {he guard-house at the entrance. Ad-
joining it were the Governor’s stables, which
were et to a livery-stable keeper, and next
to them the St. Louis Theate, formerly 2
riding-house, built by SirJames Craig.  ‘This
was lately the scene of a fearful calamity,
with whichit pleased Divine Providence again
10 afflict Quebec, soseverely chastened by the
great fires of May and June, 1515.  These,
1t will be remembered, laid in ashes the wreat-
er part of the suburbs, and deprived 20,000 of
the inhalitants, or two-thitds of the popula-
tion, of their homes,  The seas of fite raged
sound the walls of the upper town on these
fearful occasions, when the exertions of the
miltary, under General Sir James Hope, the
Royal Astillery, the I-th, 43r), and 89th
Reguucents, weie 0 very conspicuous, and so
cminently useful in saving the upjper town
from falling a prey to the flamnes,  The sol-
diers pulled down and blew up houses, drove
before them those who still uselessly clig to
their preperty, and saved the lives of many
helpless women and children.  The flames
quite overpowered the fizemen and the en-

ines.

The St.Lounis Theatre wasastone building,
80 feet by 40, and the walls ahout 30 fect
high; the 100f was covered with sheels of
iron 5 along the upper part of the walls, and
close umder the carves, were ten windows on
cach sid: of the building 3 there were no win-
dows near the ground.  Riding-houses have
not uwnaliy windows below.  When the offi-
cers of the garmison were allowed fo fit up the
building as a theatre, they fonnd only two
dooss, one in the notth gable, and another in
oric of the ade walls,  To gain access to the
theatze, and also to prevent danger in case of
fize, and give a 1eadicr exit, they got leave
tamake a third door in the side wallj they
also s“g?:-s{cd to the Corparation the eapedi-
eacy ot having a fousth dear in the oppesite
wall, Lat this was never carried info offect.
However, over the side doess the ofiicets
placed stiong porckes, so that a yersen diop-
ping on them fiom the w'ndows alave could

casily save his life on an emergeney; also

telow the sioge there wes an cosy exit
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for the musicians, and for the pit audience, if
necessary 3 so that, with the stage door, the
passage under the stage, the pit and box
duoor, and the windows over them, the officers
had arranged six outlets from the theatre, in
case of an alann ; and whilst they found that,
with the box or original door only open, it
took half an hour to cmpty the house of a full
audience, or 300, yet, with Loih pit and box
deors openy three minutes sufficed to get
cvery one out.

No accident had cver occurred during any
of the garrison performances 3 the camphine
lamps were then placed under the change of
a man who knew well how to manage then
there was always a fatizue pasty of strong ar-
tillerymen in attendance, and pienty of wa-
ter 3 and no doors were locked.

On the 8th of June last, a Canadian artist,
Mr. AL R. [famnngton, hired the St. Louis
Theatre from the Co:poration of Quebee, for
the exhibition of ¢ illuminated dioramas,”
For«his purposc thé pit was boarded over,
and the floor sloped upwards fiom the orches-
tra to the back past of the housc; a centre
passage was left as before between the seats,
and fiom the upper and back part of the house
a steep wooden stair, three and a half feet
wide, led to the box deor.
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To illuminate his dioramas, Mr. Iarmison
unfortunately did not take into his employ
the person who undeistoad the management
of camplune jamps; he merely hired four of
his lampe, to be used with two hundred oil
Iamps.  The camjhine which is used in
Noith America is genetally prepared oy dis-
tifling turpentine. and is a very dangerous
fluid to handle 3 it is very light, fleats on wa-
tery rpreads apidiy all about if spilt, and wa-
ter thiown on it only increases the danger
without extinguishing the flame,

The imurance compouies in Quebee will
not wow grant policies for buildings where
cair phine is used.

On the eveninz of the 12th Juae the the-
atre was crowded to the door. At least 300
o le were present. The price of admission
#ad heen reduced to a quarter of a dollar,
‘Thie audicnce was very respectzbic s heads of
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families who would have hesitated ‘o atlend
a theatrical exhibition, (aok (heir children {o
witness these interesting illuminated pictures.
It was very properly objected by some that
the awful scene of the crucifixion should not
have heen exhibited, with its accompanying
darkness, gleams of light, &c.; yet an aged
couple, naned ‘Tardiff, who had charge of the
Court-House, were rich, and had never been
ina thcahc%xefore, went to sce the dioramas
solely from Feligious motives.

At ten o'clock, the eahibition having fin-
ished, the band played the National Anthem,
the andience were reliring well pleased with
what they had witnessed, and a few young
men at the upper part of the house were call-
ing out,zs a juke, for ¢ Yankee Doodle,”
when a strong light was observed behind the
green curtain. A camphine lamp had been
upsct by aboy, and the flame began to comu-
nicate with the baize.  Someof the audience
in the front rows sat for a short thne, watch-
ing the progress of the flames.  Licul. Arm-
strong, 14th Regt., lept on the stage and as-
sisted to extinguish them, but nothing could
master the camphine. ‘The leader of the
band, Mr, Savageau, quictly collceled his
music and insttuments, and retired under the
flames, telling Lis son to folow him, .So
little danger did Mr. Savagean apprehend,
that, missing a favourite picce of music, he
returned for it, and again retived in safely ;
but not so his son.

About 210 people had alrcady quitied the
house by the only door left open for them,
namely, that by which they kad entered, the
hax door; and now, when the thick cam-
phine smoke began fo roll round the walls,
the 60 people, who still remained on the
{ront rows, now suddenly got up, without ut-
tering 2 word, and made their way to the
stair,  They scemed awe-struck,  Their si-
leace was feariul.

M. Dupuis, a French-Canadian, who was
present with his wife, now showed great pre~
sence of mind.  When he was entering the
house he had rerarked the porch over the pit
door, which door was not used to admit any
one, and now secing a rush towards the bax
door e thought to try another mode of cs-
cape. Where he had seen a porch, he thought
there must be a door; he therefore took fus
wife, who was greatly agitafed, to a dark
passage on the left, and found the pit door,
but it was locked. Ie felt for the key; it
was on a nail near; he applicd it o the lock,
the door opencd, and he found himself inside
the closed porch 2 but he soon kicked onta
panel, and got himself and his wife oul.
Lient, Armsttong also escaped by the same
door. A boy, twelve years of age. named
Shaw, wha had {aken his two little brothers
with hiin to sce the dioramas, also maintained
his self-possession, and when the 1ush to Gie
back past of the house taok place, he held
the children. and said, < Stop! we wont go
there and be killed: we'll go ont another
way.’?  And so they did so in safely.

Armstrong now ran round to the box door
with some others; it was found closed z it
was pusiacd open and all wasdakness inside.
He rtamed to the pit calling out « Fire i
whicht was carried on by olhers; he again
entered the theatre. the flames were amonzg
the scenety, thongh the stage was still clear.
Armstreng then kicked down 3 deor cemenu-




