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1::1 b WiLrow sets, as commonly planted, would have

vo[the appearance of fig. 1. It will be perceived that
o fone eye is above the ground, and more frequently
Fihere are two. At the end of the first summer’s
lerowth, it has the appearance of fig. 2. These, we
fwill suppose, are cut back, as shown at fig. 3.* It
gwill be seen that a “snag” is left on the old stem,
which will incrense at all subseqaeat cuttings, leaving

can answer for it; the contrast in the willow-bheds
will be still greater than on paper.  Little explana-
tion is necessary on this point.  The rods given by a
stool like fig. 4 have to draw all their nonrizhient
through the stem, and will, as o consegnence, he weak
in contrast with those aiven by a stool like fig. 9.
Where the whole stool, to the very top, is in the
ground, roots are cmitted from every point, and the
stools swell accordingly ; and when growth com-
mences in spring, shoots will Le thrown up all around
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b a short stem of it, perhaps a few inches, between
h them and the surface of the ground. At the end of
E the second year, we have a plant like fig. 4; and at
the end of the third year, like fie. 5. At this and
i subsequent ages, many of the “ stools” will be getting
g one-sided, from the hreaking off of “snags” by care-
f leseness or accident; and when the stools stand close
E together, many shoots will be weak and worthless.
! This is a very bad system of cutting, yet in England

it is the general one. A much better system is prac-
ticed by o few good growers. 'When the cutting is
planted, it has the appearance of fig. 6—the top bud
level with the surface of the ground. It will be
found that the shoots given the first summer, as
shown at fig. 7, will be much stronger than that
shown at fig. 2. The reason is obvious: as soon as
the shor . fairly commence growing, roots are emit-
ted at the base of the pushing buds, which, being
near the surface, greatly assist their growth. When
these are cut back, it must be done close to the sur-
face of the ground, as scen at fig. 8. The next sum-
mer the stools will give a luxuriant growth of “rods,”
as at fig. 9. showing a great contrast to stools of the
same age, as at fig, 4. Persons unacquainted with
willow-growing must not think this overdrawn, as I

& It is much better not to head then back until tne end of the
second year, ag it materially strengthens the stools. Many good

growers occasionally let their old plantations stand two years, to
give them regater vigor.

the stoo), from the under side of the headed-down
branches. 'These shoots springing out of the soil, as
soon as fairly growing, also emit roots in every direc-
tion, from the point of junction with the previous
year's wood. It will be clearly seen, under circum-
stances such as these—a stool from which roots ram-
ify in every direction, with the young rods rooting
into the soil as well—the rods must, as a consequence,
be of superior growth to the other system. From
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the system of cutting back, the stool spreads to a
considerable distance; three fect in diameter will soon
he common in a gocd soil and under good culture.
I have seen them wmuch wider. The rods having
more distance, and deriving the same nourishment
from the parent stool, are not only long, but uniform
in size. If cut on the other system, many weak
shoots will be given, for want of room, air, nourish-
ment, &c. This system of cutting close to the ground
must be adhered to at all subsequent cuttings. It
will be plainly seen that under this mode the stools
must be planted at a considerable distance apurt-—
on no account should they be closer than three feet
each way; three and a half feet will be a still better
distance; and on favorable soils, with the very strong-
est willows, four feet each way will not be too much.

1 am happy to be able to endorse all that Mr.
Dowxine says of the willow imported by Dr. Graxt.
It isnow twelve years since 1 became acquainted



