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practice, but lessens a tendcncy te visceral dis-
case.

In colic cases of this lcind we do not find fice
rolling, agonising pain of spasmodic, colic ; but
te animal lies and riscs at short intervals, ire-
qunently points his muzzle rounid Ie the flan k,
te scat of pain, and whien standing, either paws

tie litter with one of its fore feet, or strikùas at its
belly wvitl its hinder ones. The pain, in cases
of this kind, arises from the indigested food im-
packed in the colon ; and the symptoms are sel-
dom entirely removed, until the grenier part be-
corne evaeuated. This disease is neyer to be
reckoned void of dlanger, as il rmay unexpectedly
terminate in inflammation and ga ogrene.

Colie is very commonly attributed to horses
from drinking cold spring water len in a lient-
ed state. Thlis is the spasmodic, colie of veteri-
nary authors and others. That spasmudic con-
striction of the small intestines is occasionally
caused in this wvay, producing very intense and
acute pain, 1 do flot question ; but in a general
way, the colie pain is caused by the wzishing of
imperfectcdly digested food frein the stomacli
int the intestinal canal, before it lias undergone
chymnification, ratlier thani Ie any direct iniflu-
ence of the cold wvaler on the muscular coat of
the intestines. 1 believe that food of tle best
description, whien washed ixito the intestines in
this manner, is certain to cause pain nnd spasm.
from the fermentation and disengagement of
gcases, which invariably takes placeo"n vegyeta-
ble matter being exposed to lent and moisture,
-%vhich, if it liad been. properly acted on by the
antiseptie properties of the gati juic,~o
have been incapable of being fermented.

It should be understood, that a horse wvill
drink at one lime a much greater quantity than
lis stornachi can contain,ý supposing ilto b be eî-
tire]y empty; but even wvhen lie dlrinks a .less
quantity, it remains not in the stomnacb, but pas-
ses on to the large intestines, and is retained in
the coecumn, coînmonly called the water gut.J
Hence the danger to be apprehiended at ail times
from allowing horses to drink a quantity of valer
soon after feeding, or before the food is suffi-
ciently digested ini the stomach, from the chanceI
of portions of it being wvaslied mbt the intestinal
canal, when the consequences are, as I before
stated, fermentation and disengagement of gases,
causîng -pain and spasms, whidhi, when it occurs
irn the i-mail intestines, produces spasmodic, colie,
or it may occur in the large intestines, causing
flatulent colie. In the former disease we can-
flot deteet tle swelling; but it is evident enough
when the colonî is the seat cf the disease, by
the enilargement of the belly on the off flank.

Yeteriîîary surgeons are seldom called on te
attend cases of lis kind in fnrma stables at the
enset. The nestrnims used by the farmers are
stimulants of various kinds, such as turpentine,
peppermint, gin, pepper, and «inger., Simple
cases of colic can generally %e successfaiýly
treated by the stimulnîing principle; and many
cases admit of this bcing, carried te an extreme

extent witu comparative safety; but iii other
cases, ive have constipation to deal with, which
bids defiance for a time ta our remedies; andtl on, if strong stimulants hiave beoit previously.
given, inflammation is quickly set up, and the
disease terminales in gang'rene, wvh ici, if other-
,%vise treateci at the commencement miglit lhave
hiad a successful result.

Thiese visceral diseases are frequently con-
founded ivith that of enteritis, or inflammation of
the bowels, and by farmers ai ways treated alike.
This error invariably proves fatal to lthe patient,
for the stimuhùiing drenches, which miglit prove
beneficini in one,. is certain to cause death in
the other.

Il is desirable that the farmer should be able
to make a distinction between simple col ic and
enterilis, which may generally be done by at-
tending to the symptoms cf eatch. Iii cases cf
colie, there is very little acceleration of pulse,
except during the parexysmns cf pain. The ex-
tremities are aIse warm, and thiere aie intervals
cf cessation from pain, wvhichi is nîucl abated
by a diseharge cf ;vind and foeces. But in in-
flammation of the bowels, the pains remnain
equable and fixed ; the pulse is rapid, bstard, and
îhiread-like, sometimes almost inMsint ; the
brenthing is considerably accelerated ; the ex-
tremities are icy cold ; and obstinate costiveness
p revails from the commencement. Enteritis is,
fortunately, net a very common d.sease in farn
stables; but when it does occur, it mny ge-
nerally be traced te errors in diet.

With respect te visceral diseases generally,
it would appear, from thieir being more preva-
lent during the latter part cf autumn and comn-
mencement cf winter, that thc statle of thie at-
mosphere lias some predisposing influence. At
ibis period cf the year the atmosphiere is fre-
quently moist and relaxing ; and ulider ils in -
iluence the mu,,cles, and wvith them tle heani
and arteries, lose pnvradtone;. the textures
also beceme relaxe= n I perspiration whieh
accumulates iii the long close lmnir cf farm herses
during work perpetuating tle relaxation. In
tbis state, the stomacli and intestines aIse parti-
cipate in the loss cf tone ; and bence disease
perhaps se often occurs at this seasen oni very
slight errons cf diet.

There are a fewv simple rules, founded on île
expenience ef somne ofeour best practical farmers,
on the management cf herses ilînt may be in-
troduced bere with adiantage.

1. The earlier tbc herses are watered and fed
ini the morning, and tbe longer the intervals le-
tween thnt lime and yoking, tle grenier chance
is there of the fcod undergoing- perfect digeý-stion.
Ordinary fnrm-work is flot likely te interfere
%vith the digestive ?rocess ; but active exercise
or severe cart-worc are likely te do se, and
should nhvnys, be avoided soon after a meal.

9.. The mid-day meal and full one hour's rest
should flever be interfered with. The practice
of accomplishinn- a day's wvork in one yeking,
by keeping,, the lerses ai work for eighlt or nine


