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band, thore is a great deal of truth in the saying that a man
neyer setties down to work tilt hoe gets married ;-ranges himself,
as the Frenchi saz'. Lady IHardwicke often bumorously laid
claim (as she had good right to do) to so, much of the merit of
Lord Hardwicke's being a good Chancellor, in that his thoughts
and attention were neyer taken from the business of the court
by the private concerns of bis family, the care of which, the man-
agement of his money matters, the settling ail accounts with
stewards and others, and above ail, the education of hi& chuldren,
had been wholly her department and concern, without any inter-
position of bis, further than .iinplicit acquiescence and entire
approbation.

If marriage, too, brings responsibility, it furnishes a new
incentive. John Scott would neyer have become Lord Eldon,
untess he had mun away with Ilhis Newcastle beauty," Miss
Surtees. Il1 have married rashly," he writes; but it is my
dotermination to work bard for the woman I love." This was
the right spirit; and work hard he did, getting up at four o'clockc
to read law, and wrapping his head in wet towels. Yet those
laborious days in Cursitor street, when he slipped. out at night to
Fleet market to get six penny worth of sprats for supper, were
among the happiestin bis life. l[is labors were ightdned by the
constant companionship of bis amiable and beaittiful wifto, who
accustomed herseif to bis hours, and would sit up with him
silently watchiiig bis studies. "lThere is nothing," he after-
wards said, Ildoes a young lawyer so much good as te be baif-
starved." When Erskine made bis brilliant début in Rex v. Baillie,
he was asked. how he had courage to stand up se boldly against
Lord Mansfield. Hie answered that he thouglit bis littie children
were plucking bis robe, and tbat ho heard them saying, IlNow,
father, is tbe time to get us bread." Marriage, too, had a goed
deal to do witb the success of Lord Truro, not to 9peak of improv-
ing the then over-convivial habits of the circuit bar. When
Wilde (Lord Truro) joinod the Western Circuit, lie was an invalid,
and travelled with bis wife. fie rarely dined at the circuit mess,
and devoted the entire evening to bis briefs. This cempelled a
corresponding alteration of habits in others ; and a popular leader,
afterwards a distinguished judge, is reported te bave said to hlm,
"L'1l tell yen what it is, Wilde, you bave spoiled the circuit.

Before you joined us we lived like gentlemen, sat late at our
wine, left our briefs to take care of themselves, and came into


