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of ont- social, civil and political machinery by Which
we en oyemuch freedom, quiet and order, should

=tmlt our gratitude and thanksgiving. That
we ihould pass se safety through such a political
change as we have just passed through in the
choice cf aur own rulers in circumstances cf
peculiar dlfficutty, aud flot oniV se littIe irritation
left bebînd, but threatening sources of danger also
teft behind cannot but fîtl every patrlotlc heart
with thiankfulness. Contrasted with the agony cf
st:uggle and anxipty which we have just seen
among eut- ueighbors to tht south in like clrcum.
stances, and compared with what we sec in other
counitries, we cannot but feel that ont- social,-civil
and potitical conditions are net inferior, to say the
leàst, te the best in any land. Cognate te, this, we
cannet but notice as a reason for national thanks-
giving the fact that, a danger of tbe mest sericus
kind with whlch we wtt-e threatened thraugh our
connection with the mother country, ta the extent
even cf war with a sister nation, net only bas hap-
pity passed away, but bas been removed in such a
mauner as te make very remote the possibility of
the recurrence of the danger cf a fratricidal war.

Rising te still higher grounds af thanksgiving,
te those which toue h the higbest life, what privi-
leges we enjoy, and despite cf much which aIl good
men would wish to see improved, where is there a
people more favorcd than 've are ? The state of
public mot-ais and the conditions favorable te their
Improvement, educat*an, secular and retigious, the
fuifrst liberty cf worship, the respect for tbings sa-
cred and divine wbich prevaits, the houer shown te
God's bouse, and day, and worship, are att marks cf
special Divine fayortte ut- land and people, and
shonld especiaiiy flît our bcarts with thauksgiving
and tune our voices te pt-aise Hini (rom whom a]l
blessiugs corne, and with regard te which He has
made us te differ from se many other nations. The
fact that in these things we enjoy se many and
great blessings, and that they are the source cf ait
that is best in the individual and the nation, shoutd
teach us te chenish and hold them fast, that by
means cf themn we may bathi retain what we have
and rise te yet higher things. The great. princi-
pIes cf the Divine geverument have been always
the sanie for nations as wvett as for individuais, and
it is only as we hold fast, cherish and foilow
the iaws aud, teachings cf Ged's Word that we can
hope te retain the national biessings wbîch we uow
enjoy, aud by retainiug and fostering themn as suc-
cessive years aud generations came and go, hape
te have-stitt fresh and ever-increasing teasse as this
day returus for devant and hearty thanksgiving te
Alniighty God in out- familiés, civic communities
sud as a nation.

THE "HOME STUD Y" S. S. LESSOIV
'HELPS.

WE have received a pst-cet cf sampies cf the
Ssbbsth School Lessan Helps pubtîshed

byteGeneral Assembiy's S. S. Committee, and
edited by the cunvenen, and wish ta commend
tbem very heartily te our scboels. In intrinsic
excellence they are quite up ta the mark, and in
their educationai plan very original sud effective.
The Teackers Monthlyhlas been eniarged te tbirty-
twe pages, sud a coloured map has been inserted,
making it uow one of the fultest tesson coim-
mentantes published in rnotthly fat-m. The fitst
tht-te pages are devoted te paragnsphs snd articles
of interest and vaine te the teacher ; the next
twenty-two pages contain the matter pertainiug te
the lessous of tht month ; then foltow fiveý pages,
edited by Mr. Gee. H. Archibald, onteof the rising
men amongst primat-y wericers, and the tnergetic
secretary of the Quebec S. S. Union, in which the
lessons at-e treated frein the staudpoint cf the
Iufant-ciass teacher. Epch lesson is ittustrstcd by
a woodcnt cf a blackboard with a simple, yet vet-y
vivid, representation cf the central truth. lmost
au eue can repraduce these before the ciass. The
last twe pages are devoted te the depàrtment of
Teacher Training, which lias -beeu abiy conducted
dnting the past year by Prof. Ross, cf Mantreai.
Tht method fllowed in the explanaticu cf tht
lessons. is rnost tharough aud practical. About
five pages are deveted toecdis esson. Tht
'«Expesitery Notes " place tht teacher in pess-S
sien of tht ct-tam of the best cemmentaries, en-
riched with copions carcfuily Wected- Bible refer-
ences. No difficulty is evaded, or smoothed ever
by piaus cemmoupiaces, but whcu uectssary dif-
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ferent views are concisely statcd, and reasons
Riven -for the one preferred, a judicious and
independent spirit seems to mark the editor's work
here. Then foilows IlBible Search-Lights," a phrase
happily chosen for a group of questions on cach
verse, such as an intelligent teacher should ask
himself, in order to a fuil investigation of the
points raised, with references to the light tbrown
upon these by the bible itself. This section should
be of great value to those who conduct Bible classes.
The "Practical Lessons," which next invite atten-
tion, are filled with suggestive thoughts, illustra-
tions, and anecdotes, and, we note with pleasurc,
not a littie poetry, ail tastefulty seiected, while the
IlAdded Points" gather Up the fragments of truth,
that the teacher may lose nothing. The Superin-
tendent's IlBiackboard Review " gives just enough
and no more ; any one wbo is qualified to manage
a Sabbath schot can easity use it. We have
given a pretty fâiU description of the teacher's
magazine, because we viould tike ail our teacîxers
to take it for themseive.s. It .worthily ranks wîth
the best.

The scholars' heips, both Quarterlies and
Leaj1ets, are pubiished in two editions, (a) without,
and (b) with, the text of the lesson. The com-
mittee very strongly recommend the first as con-
sitxaning tothe use of the Bible itself in the school,
but when, for any reason, the authorities of a
scboot desire it, the same matter is furnished, ac-
companied, as in the ordinary scholar's teaflet,
with the lesson printed in full for cach Sabbath.
The Lealfets are aiso supplied either cut apart so
that tbey may be distributed every Sabbath, or
four folded together, so that a monthly serving out
vilt suffice. The majority of subscribers seem to
prefer the weekly form. The teacher should aiways
make it a point to calt with the lesson teaf upon an
absent scholar. The Lesson Lea contains, besides
the usual items, a doctrine to be proved, and ques-
tions from the Shorter Catechism. These wilI
always in future bc printed in fuit, for convenience.
The portion of the Catcchism laid down in the syl-
labus of Higher Reiigious Instruction is taken up, s0
that those who use these heips may be prepared to
pass the examination if they wish. The whole
Catechism is covered in three years. The " Iniro-
ductory " section of «"Heips in Studying," brîefly
places the schoi-r in the right mental attitude for
taking up the tesson. The IlLesson Plan" is
logical and natural, as a rute, without any of that
straining after alliterative effect which hinders
rather than heips the mcmory, and the notes are
clear and concise. "lLessons " are added, and
"Bible Search-Lights" appear in all the senior
helps.

To us it appears that one of the most com-
inendable features of the scholars' hclps is the
IlQuestions to bc Answered in Writing." These
are usually five in number, and sufficient blank
space is lcft for the answer. On one leaflet the
advantages of lesson help and question paper arc
combined. Our committec suppty at the price of
an ordinary leaflet what some publishers charge
five times as much for. Schoiars who write faith-
fulty the answers to these questions have given the
lessons a very fair amouct of study. The Qitarter-
lies are simitar to the Lea/Zets, and, like them, are
pubtished in three grades, senior, intermediate, and
primary. The inside of the covers of the Quarter-
lies and Teacer's Montkly are occupied with a very
convenient "lBible Dictionary."

The Prirnary Quarterl and Leajiet merit
spécial mention. They are edited by Mr. Geo. H.
Archibald, and the trcatment of the tesson is in
harmony with the best educational metbads.
Mr. Archibaid and Mrs. Archibald, who is associ-
ated with ber husband in the préparation of these
belps, are graduates of the Springfield School for
Christian Workers, and have devoted themselves
for years to the special study of child-nature and
kindergarten principles. We do flot profess ta be
experts in this line, but these lessons seem to be
pecuiiarly fresh and interesting. They are copiousiy
itlustrated by pictures and symbois.

On the wholei we congratulate the Church
upon now having a séries of S. S. lesson helps of
its own, and do flot think that it will be creditable
to the loyalty and good taste of our schools if they
are flot almost universatty adopted. Saniples have
been sent to ever minîster in the Church, andi
anyone wishing to examine them for himself bas1
only to drop à postal card te that effcct to the
doànvenér, Rev. T. F. Fotheringhaim, St. John,
N.B., and hé will receive a fuit set by returo mail
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An extended and comprehensive catalogue bas been
lsued by Scribuers. Il contains the names of their book
publications and Importations, wlîb detalied remarks re.
spectint esch volume. The catalogue may b. had upan
applicatinn ta the publishers. [Chattes Scribner's Sons,
153 157 Flfth Avenue, New York.]

A daiuîiiy prlnted erles of bookiets, containlug poemis
"ne comfarî and consolation, have just been Issued, their
gtrnerai attractiveness maklîeg U.em weli adapteci for pre-
seutation purposes. The followlug ismaus poems are ln-
cluded lu tbe stries. IlNot Changed but Glorlfled," Il Not
Knawing," by Mns. Brainard ; IlResignation," by Long-
fellow ; I"Compensation," by Miss Elavergal ; andaIlCtos.
lot the Bar," by Tennyson, witb IlThe Pilot," by Henry
Alford, Ibe two last named belug prlnted toReiber.
[Thomas Wbittaker, 2,3 Bible House, New York Puce 2o
cents each.]

luIl "H Brothers Keeper " the Rev. Charles M.
Sheldas bas produced a stnlking a.nd lnîerestlng volume.
The sîory relates bow the perplexities of a great labar
trouble led a rlch youug man to, sec that bis mauey was fot
given hlm for bis own individual pleasure sud profit atone.
There are smre strong people lu tbe book, aud their
cbaractenlstics are rematkably willdeliueated. It i.bard ta
set bow &ni one.afîer peruslng these pages, could auy longer
take a narrow or selfish view of tbm great probleis o
civllizatlon. (Cougregaîlopal Sunday Scbool and Publlsb-
ing Society. bfoston sud Chicago. Puice $ i. 5o.]

To tbe appearauce cf none af the numercus annuais do
we lockh buvard with greater expectancy than ta that ai
IlChatterbox," wbose wealîh oailllustrations, expressly de-
sigued for It by tbe mast etuluent Engllsh artlsts, attractive
in thetuselves, are used ta adoru readtog malter nat less at-
tractive sud luterestlng. The 400 Page volume Of Ibis year,
Wlth ItS 20r) Original illustratiaus, is fully up ta former stand-
ards cf excellence. IlChatterbox " luflot only a most lu-
terestiug but a veuy instructive book, sudlits bealtby moral
toue bas always bec. acknowledged. Six handsomely
colored plates bave hee. added ta the proeut volume.
LEstes &Lanriat, Boston. Price-ii'uminated board covers,
:r25 ; bandame ciotb, gilt edges, $1.75.1

Mr. Peter Newell bas furnlsbed several unique books for
children: The two Topsy Turvy bocks, tu whlch tbe
Illustrations made a set ai comic pictures wbeu loôked at
oue way, sud an entirely diffeucut set when turned upside
down are matcbed in point af novelty by IlThîe Sbadow
Show." This volume Is made uti of a number ai pictures
ai sînange men sud beasts, pinîed lu color. Wheu the
pattes are beld OP ta the ilght and looked at from the back
they show the tuait surprlsing eflects in the wsy af silhou-
ettes. It bas the charm of the nnexpected, like a magic-
lauteun show ; beuce the tiile. This ide s is irtber carrled
out by the decoration ai the back of the pages, sbawing
guoups of curious cbildren agape at the silhouettes that
appear only wbeu the ligbt penetrates tht leaves. [The
Ceuîury Company, New York. Price $z.oo.]

Somewbat over tweuty yeans aga Dr. W. H. Wlthrow,
tht noted author aud travelier, prepared an extensive work
au "lTht Catacambs cf Rame," a wark wbich bas na: jet
bee. supmrscded as.the best volume desling wlib this sub-
ject ou thte maket. Owlng ta this continued demand Dr.
Wlîbraw wmate a smiller volume, utilîzing the data employ-
md lu tht larger book, but preseutiug thtelIormation glossed
aveu wlth tht allurement of a fascinatlug tale. This latter
effort-"-ý Valeria : tht Martyr af tht Catacombs "-bas now
been lssued in Its fifîh edition af Ibree tbo sand copies. lit
gives s vivld picture of early Christian trial sud triumph iu
Roume dariug tht lait of tht Ten Great Persecutions, that
uuder Domîtian. lit describes tht secret worsbip af the
catacambi, tht trial sud persecution ai the, Christians,
even of those ai CoSiar's housebold, sud tt evile aud
mother cf Czesar bimseli, tht turbulent scenes in market and
forum and atuphitheatre. It abaunds i. elemeuts ai bera-
Ism, pathos and trsgedy, and gives a very grapbic accaunt
of the couflict between Christuanlty sud paganism for the
possession cf tht nid Roman W"orld. No better holiday
glft-book could be procurmd, and lit will be fouud oi mucb
Intenest la couuceion wIth tht Suaday school lessans on
the life cf St. Paul far the ccmlng vear. [William Biggs,
Toronto . C. W. Castes, Montreat. Price 7s cents.] .

CO44Enitlish Synonynis and Antouyms, with Notes on the
Crrect Use of Prepositlans." By James 0. Fernald. This

usetol volume is evidentlv au ou:gravîh from tht Stand-
ard Dictionary, as Mr. Ferrand was thet editar of Syno-
nytus, Antonytus, and Preposîtions for that work. IlTht
English language la peculiarly rlch lu syuonyms, as, with
sncb a bistory, It cauld not fait ta be. . . . Scarcely any
twa cf .iuch words, comrnonly known as synonymi, are
idectIcal at once ln signification and lu use. . - . This
work treats wthin 375 pages more than 7,500 sY.ouYms. lit
bu bmen the study ni the author ta give mvery deficition or
distinction la tht fewmsî passible wards consistent witb clear-
ness ai statement. . . . Tht baok contains also, mare
tbau 3,700 antonytus. These are valuable as supplylug de-
finition by contrast or negation, ane cf tht most effective
methods cf de6inlmg beiug la many cases ta tell vhat a tblug
la net. . . 1 Young wnlîers will find much help iuom
the Indication ofibehtcorrect une a1 prepositions, the misuse
ci which is one ai thtetuait commen af errors, . . . while
their riltht use gives ta style cahesion, firmuessa nd catu-
pactuess, and is au important aid ta persplculty."* These
extradas indicate tht principal characteristics cf a vork that
must prove most acceptable and useful ta tht student,
teacher, editor, author, nierchant and man oi busi ness.
[Fiuk & WagnaUls Co., New York.)


