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CONCF2RNING TIHfF CHURUJI TILL.

iy KNOXONIAN.

A few wocks aga a weii knewn marchant
whc dots buiness an KIng St., Teranto, uras
askcd bs' a custernar il there was ans' im'
provemeat lu business. "Well," replied tht
marchant, "ure lieat about tImprovement,
and rend about It la the nawspapers, but

WVE 13N'T SSEE il[N rTE IILL "

I goeai nnsaidd dat the t it s tht mest
Important place te sea financial improvemeat.
hleaing abouti t and rez-ding about iia tht
newspaparu do net pay a inercban's hbis net
keep bis balance rght ai the bank, net get
bread and butter for bis f amiy. Au extra
hundred dollars la tha Tillant the end cf cach
week dees nieato help a struggling mar-
chant than a thousand political speeches
dcsigned te show tdat Canada îu the mass
prouperous country' in tht woid. Even a
newspapr article whlch shows in glewieg
ternis that business is first ciass dees net
help a marchant te pas' bis tant or meei bis
drafts. A Wreil fillid Tililu the main thing la
business.

We write TiIl wth a big "«T " partIs' eut
cf respect te thae ld taie wich nsed ta sas'
that the principal Word la compositions
shonid begin with a capital and partis'
hacause tht TiIl lu a great institution. There
cannet bc much donc la businesq, la church
or state, If the Tîi lu affllcttd vwtb cbranic
eniptinese

Twents' s'ars aga teewas mucb dis-
cussion tin&Uanadaa Iresbyttriaa circlas,
aspecialîs' in the Maîropalîtafi Presbs'ters' of
Toronto, about thea-- mental attitude"» of
people towards a certain doctrine. A Uitile
discussion about the mental attitude cf pecopie
teurards tht church Till lu useful a: limes.

Soe people simpis' talerate ihe Till.
Ttay tblnk Ih lu a klnd of Incideniai nuisance
connectci lth tecbutcb, a nuisance that
the cbnrcb cannet ablihsh but still mort or
less cf a nuisance. Tues' dcn't like the Till
but hes' arc net praparcd te suggehi ans' uas'
bs' which the chnrch can get en wtbcut It.
Thelr attitude tourards theT ilhl i%, the aati-
inde cf icieratiln.

Some people profeus te ha appoed te
the Till. Thes' thlnk the TiI! lu a sinful
tbisîg, se sInfol ihat their consciences wli
net aleur dbem te put ans' nones' ie oit.
if a aiister preaches on missions and asks
tht people te give soeihng te send the
gospel It encWhro bave ih net, the S' ay'that
minister lu net a spitutalis'minded man.
These people w!!! hld on te an Amaicau
twents'-five cent place natil the cagle screams
and at the samee urne talk about their spirit-
nalis'. Their attitude teurards the Til is
ana a! proaunced hostiiity.

INeutralits' lu an attitude fat toc common.
People urbe taire ibis attitude simpiys it boit
uprigbt la thair peurs as the plate lu passed
arcxnd and de nether ont dhing net anothtt.
Thes' assume that thas' do qulte ceugh for
the church urben thes' patrcaise it with ihir
presence-

The proper atiltude, and the onc takan
bs' tht people Whbo sustain the church, is that
the TIi lu a divine institution and that giving
lu a piviiege and lu part ai cnt wotship.
Were it nflt fer tht people Whoe maintain this
attitude Presbytetianisai would net last
fer a twelvemonth.

Tht church Till lu net everytbing but it
lu a most Important thing. Prayer lu net
evtryibing. Preachlng lu net eveything.
working ls net evcrstbing. Ne one thing lu
everything andi tht Tiil cannot iherefere bc
evert'tbng, but tht Till happens te bc net
cals' one important thlng but oea hing with.
out Wicb ail thte ther :bings tetumch of
their petenos'. The Read ef the chutch bas
se arrangea matters that gospel work canct
ho donc te ans' extent or with ans' degret cf
efficieacy urthoat menes'. 0f course thoir
are people la the world nour uro coiuld bave
made a mach betar arrangearient but they
urre net he a t : i ght tma. They

shouid have beeu hare when the church wftb
feunded ln the days of Abrahamn and tant-
ganized it after Pentecost. Had tbty beau
on tîne wlth their plans and had their plans
beau approved there inight have beaunon
churcb Till but tbey were late as they
always are. The Till is here by divine
appaintmant and It cananot go without the
church going aiang with It.

lit Is net rlght tu say that the Till Is the
only test cf a man's piety but mest assuredly
it Is ont test and a good*oe n .

A tu 1TiIl it not undoubted proof cl con-
greRttionai presperity but It lu satlsfactery
ovidence along ane Une A paster dccc
himnseit and bis cengregation and the cause
of Christ Rrass injustice wben ha gives the
Ilcollection " as unquestionabie evidence ef
ail kinds cf prasperity.

Ont gond test of a minister or a niovement
ls the Till.

If a man lu making a qreat neise but gats
nething put lino the Tiil in.- Ged's cause he
faits ln at icast ane Important peint.

If a church does a lot cf blowing about
revivais and ther big things and puts little
or cething in the Till It lu perfectly fair te
say the revivai neyer rcachad the peepi's
peckets.

Brothers, what lu your attitude tewards
the Til!? ________

THE MORAL INFLUENCE 0F IAN
MACLA RE'S IWRl2'INGS.

BY WARFL1L(K.

There iu a wendertul, an irresistible
cbarm abeut Ian Maciaren's wrtings. They
are full cf touches cf nature, and have mnade
the wbole werld kn. Their pathos is meut
cverccming. 1 wiii frankiy confesa tbit the
IlBonnie Brier Bush " is the eniy beek i
hava crled ever since the appearance of

Uncle Tor's Cabin." It is a sert cf un-
gtaclous task te pick f aults in productiens
that se meve and nuait the hart. We have
se tew boeks cf this character and it dees
one se much gond te have the rugged bard-
nues of tbaeid Adam subdued and seftencd
a bit, that 1 ewa te mere than usuat besita-
tien ln ieeking at Ian Maclaren wth the
eye of a critic. But I think It needs te be
doue, and ifse, of course somebedy munst de
it. It bas beauIl"berne in " upen me in
many heurs cf serions reflectien and pet-
haps the burden cf duty rests an my
sbeuiders.

Dr. WVatts tells us
"The brightest îhings bencath the sky
Give but a fiattering ight,

We shouid suspect soe dang~er nigh
Where we pessess delight."

1 amrnone sure if that is always truc, but
1 arn certain that it Is soentimas. We cen.
template wih much pleasure that marvel-
icus character sketch, Il Weeium Mc0iure,'.
but taking Il a cenjunct view 1'cf this man,
what is the picture we have presented te us?
That cf anc wbe, îhough distinguished by
almost eve:y leature cf moral excellence,
passas ail bis fle in neglcct cf the ardinances
cf public wrship, and se fat as bis influence
goes, is an the sida of ungodlinass rallier
than cf religien. He whcily lacks that
charactetistlc cf a god man which shona
eut se canspicueusly in David, and expres.
cd itselfla the wcrds, " MY' seutl engeth yea
aven fainteth for the courts cf the Lord, my
heart and rny flesh crlath eut fer the living
God." In ibis age cf Sabbatb desacration
and sanctuary dasertien, I dread tht affect
cf putting baeoe tha werid as a modal man
such an example as this. Was ibis asketch
froin reai lite, er is there much cf the
fictiti ons about tbis picture ef the village
docter ? Cenid there ha se rnuch gaodness
without gediness ? It is ai iaast deubt-
tut.

I amrnont exactiy a theolegian of thteid
schaci, but there is a laxits' on somepe ints
abeut the IlBennie Brier Bush 'lwbich I de
ne: admifre. Obarity is ail vers' weli,
but it mas' bc carried ton fat. t have ne
synipaths' with "6Quicuinque VuIt' whether
fond ln prayer book, confession, or creed,

but that thora are Rme things eintala ta
salvatlon, and that Ibert Is a Ilfalîb Il which
bas bean Ildellvcred te the saints" fer
whlch wa arc taeIlcentendci araestls',' 1
firmiy balieve. But I dld net it dewn te
discuis the senndncss cf Ian Maclaren's
tbcoiogj la Ibis article. That lu tee large a
subject and invelves soe subtieties of dis-
tinctien at whicb I ar nont an adapi, I preter
te go on suret graund and sas' a lihtle an tha
moral Influence cf this wrttr's teachings.

[n discusslag tbis theme, I shall confine
aiy attentiion te"I Tht Days cf Auld Lang
Syna "land oealliher latar production af
aur auther. The vcry iirst chapter ei the
volume just namcd, Il'A Triumph ia Diplo-
macs'," draws a picture cf meau hlggiing
and clever manoeuvering about the renawa
ef a fanm lease which lu la perfect contrast
witb tht sublime unselishnesef that noble
haro, Dr. McClure. According te the stars'
thera weuld stemn ta have bean anis' one man
la the parish whe was capable cf drivîng a
theroughls' honesi bargain witb bis landiord.
IlNo oe was better liked or more tespected
than Burabrae, but the parish was net able
ta take more tdan a ianguld ieterest.la the
reaewal of bis lease, because it was under-'
steed that be uouid gaiitoenbis own terms.'
Alike the landlord and ail the Il acebors"I
knew that ibis man was wlling te give a
fair prica for bis farm in the way cf rent,
while ail the test ef the tcnantry wanted ta
get their leases under value. It may bchaa
truc picture et 111e la Drunitochîs', but if se,
it show!; thai the moral sense et the people
was vers' leu. Tht parlicular case urbîcl is
citad as"Ila triumph af dipiomracs', lu anc in
whicb persistent depreclation and the mean-
est kind cf lying succceded in getng Lio
a year offithe rent, equivaient in a vnenaîen
years' lease te the sng ltila surn cf £L190.
The tricks and devices empies'ed te achieva
this resuit arc skilfuliy narrattd, and fermn
a deapis' intaresting study la human naturel
but the nierai influence cf tht chapter as a
whole i anythinig but wbolaseme.

IlA Servant Las" la a couple cf chap.
ters,- heur she urant eut and bew sha came
hom,-ptcsents a case Of CaSuisîrs' en which
an ecciesiastical ceuncîl migbî arguais' for
a montb and arrive ai ne satisfactors' conclu-
sien. Sncb a medles' cf lylng and deception.
self-denying kindniess and aisinterested
benavalence was sureis' naver befere cen-
coctcd, and ail te give a poor servant girl a
happy, caaiented death bcd. Mîghî net the
sanie delicate generosîts' have been shewa
without sncb grass deception and dewnright
ls'ing ? If it is motive that givas actions
their nierai character, il wauld stemn that an
the whae I was a geed act tdat wâs pet-
fornied, but ibis vieur cf tht matter invelves
the Jesuitical doctrine that ih lujustifiable te
do cvii that gaod mas' comae. If Ii'ng and
deception mas' be practised front a good
motive, teewilt be litiledifficulîs' in find-
ing a motive, under airnost ans' circum-
stances, te shieid wrovg deing.

THE- CANADA PRESBVIERIAN of Jan.
29ith contained a sappianientars' chapter af
Drumtechîs' histers', anîitied "lA Foeîstep
front tht Unseen2." l is a clums' sort cf
gboststsîry, or, rallier, fer there are severai
cf them, a collection of clumss' ghost steries.
Tht partlcular ona which lu put farurard bs'
the anîhet as inveiricg I"a footstep frcm
the unseen," cardes with ih several possible
axpianation cf the mysterieus circumnstances
which arc narrated. Thai whlch wouid
naturaly occur te a waii-balaanced mind was
that as tiere wre ai thetimre ,"suspicions
characters,"l or, as ure shouid cal! theai,
"ltramps," hauaîing the gîta, soine of thase
bad visited the premises, caused the neise
cf foetsteps, tassad about the bcd cloihing,
and disarrangcd the furniture ef an apsiairs
roem. The grunad- for snspecîing super-
natural agency s of a!tht sienderesi. But
the narrater, afraid shat bis house.keaper
uili take a Ilscunner"I ai the place urben
sbe secs the st'artling avidecces cf g4ost
werk, says, I teck ais resoluilon swlfîis."
t was ta le about tht aff air, "lYen mas'

wcll look herrifiad, but I heard yen sas'occ
une man ccuid maka up a bcl. Yes, I trlcd

rny band te pass thet tme befora l grow
dark-get sheets eut cf the cupheard s'eu
sec-but if wouidn't de-serry fer the mess

've made." Then ha adds, l'But It was net 1
thai laid eut that bcd fer the dend. Nor have
I ans' doubt that a feotstep freon the unseau
pacad the cettage thai oecatng." 0 man,
great ls tby guiiibiliîty, and smail thy love
andi regard for the truili. Art thon a servant
cf the Most High Gcd whe dcuireth truth
ia tht lnward parts," and a preacher ef the
NewTestan,.entwhicb caiins" putting awas'
lying Il and Il spcaking every mnan truth with
bis naigbber t Ail tha ex amples et lying
which have been cited in this article are of
tht meut neediess kind. business can and
eugbt te be done henestis' and ttuthfully.
No dying piiiew needs the beip of alilete
sefien it. Beiter loet a gond housakeeper
than keep bar hy tha haip cf a faiscbeed.
Tht age Is hoeay-cernbcd with fraud and
decepîlen. At such a trne, if ever,-uany
more than cver-a preacher sbeuid held
ferth the trutb, and Inculcasa rthe wickcdness
of" wbescever ieveth and mnakctil a4re."

GO W.EST, .YOUNG MAN."

Tht annual vîsit o-tfli Superintendant of
Horne Missions for Manitoba and the
North-West and British Columbia, wlll seen
ha made te the Colieges cf the Cbnrch fer
the purpese of cniistening velinatears fer
wark In the West. Tht importance and
needs cf the werk can be neithar ever est!-
rmated ner tee strengiys satad. And 1 arn
sure that the casa wll ha wc!l prasentad te
the ycung men, wha, in a short time, wîil ha
standing looking cut-lct us boenet with
tee telesccpic an eye-.-inte the warld and
saying te the Oburcli ihat needs thein and
tbîài bas cared for and educated them :
"Here arn 1, send mie."

Wriîing as oeawhe bas been Ilat the
front " fer nearly aine yaars 1 must hoaesîiy
sa' ta s'eu that thea Oburch wili net, and the
Heome Mission 0:)mmite cannet, enîure
s'eu anys' scb salaries as vie find in the
General Assembly's Foreign Mission Report
noir ans' cf the very desirable perquisites
therain manticned. But you can be assur-
cd cf abondance cf sel( dcnving wok-îbe
grandest et al-as"IIGed's feow-wcrkers,"
la iaving the feundation ef a Christian na-
tion, ln tht West especially'do wc sincerets'
hope ihat s'eu yeuag men wili by s'eutaction
this ceming spring remove the repreach that
bas been cast and rests upon vou of seaking,
la the cemiert and cenvenience cf an castern
charge, selfish ends and net the glers' cf God
and the geed cf His kingdem. This charge
cf seifishness, If true, ends la indifférence te
andi ignerance cf the ciaims cf any liome
Mission work cutside of veut ewn littie plot,
and s'eu beceme au easy pres' te tht indtfi-
nute and ceatusing giamcr ot mission werk
lu fat awas' lands andi ameng people cf Ila
strange tangue." The truth af this ls sean
In tacts gieaned traml, la Sc.ie resp!ciS, the
bluest of Il'blue looks." Last Match the
Home Mission Cemmittee, Ilconfined i by
tht indifference and ignorance of mans' of
the pasters and " much peepe"Ilcf the
Churcb, recommended, and Assembis'
adepied and ambcdied ia tht Rome Mission
Report, Ilthat a sumn nt excceding $17 000

be granied te the Synod of Manitob3 and
the North-West, and a suin net exceeding
$13,ooo te the Synad cf British Columbia"
te carry an tht Homne Mission werk of a
territers' cxtanding haifway acrous a contin-
ent and rapidis' filling op wth a heteregena-
eus mass, mailis Anglo-Saxon, and in mans'
casas cals' nominaly Christian. la the
saine territory thtre was txpcaded bp the
Ctznrch last year a sum ci $2.3 755 for work
ameag the Indians and Cbimese. And the
estimates passed for this Vear reach tht suma
ot $32,343. A cemparison cf tht salaries
reccivcd by Home and Foreign mission-
arias iabering sida by sida is net anis'
Iladieus"I but simpis' outrageons, in tht face
cf ait honesîs' and honoir, and the perman.
cnt vainc cf the werk tbatiIs respectîvels'
cmrred on bs' these werkers. IlWe speak


