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A SHORT WAY OUT.
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mm::"" many Church courts, ton many
mﬂchlmees,: too many schemes, too much
iy Dery.”  Such is the cry we some-
'®S hear, especially when money is wanted.
,,i(ll: ‘:lme only from those who are afflicted
who Vmouth :er{dencles, or from those
Parpo o't want to give money for any church
S¢ it would not be worth noticing, but
o :“mes it comes from people who have
do o) Pathy with Plymouthism, and who

RIve more or less for Church purposes.
asAt first blush it would seem that the cry
o :Omething in it, especially in the moyth
bogi Be. During this month the governing
'®s of all the churches meet, the daily
¢loaded down with ecclesiastical
°Ve:r]:s-’ and the average man when looking
ot in‘z favourite paper is perhaps tempted
Meeq ¢ > if not to say, that the churche.s
Work 00 much machinery to carry on their

Pape,s ar
{

ozh"e is another time when the same
g%dg t may come into the mind of a man a
time deal above the average. We mean the
amnwhen the collections are to be dlv1‘ded
g the schemes. There is a tidy little
'0 be apportioned, but when you have
" a few dollars to each scheme, there
S Dot seem to be much given to any.
thi::: t‘l: is that even a good elder may
mi, at it would be better to have fewer
S ad more grist for each of them.
®re is little, if any machinery in the

Rive

T .

tsbyterian Church not sanctioned by the
a estament. It is clear as the noon-
¥ sup

» that there were deacons and elders
Presbyters in the Apostolic Church.
allr aster’s last words were: ' Go into
€ world and preach the gospel”; and
Wor:l:n of sense need be told that mission
achi:nnm be carried on without_ proper
. ery. The work of preaching and
ini:::ple themselves demand an educated
. Withy and the ministry cannot be educz.it-
out colleges. Go over the whole list
u.mst'o:c‘lemes, and it will be found that
'°Speritghem are essential not only to the
Chnrch_ ybut to the very existence of the

angd

th::“f if we have got on wrong methods—if
®1s too much machinery, we may get

Qut
N y° the trouble by a delightfully short and
chin Yay. Why not abolish all the ma-

of aery and put the whole thing in the hands
“\istakope' Perhaps the Reformation was a
ave b: qux and the Reformers may
teag ®0 misguided men. No doubt they
tas well, but they did not see the burd-
they b:y were laying on the people when
c'ipm"“ght Church government back to a
o nov:al !)asns. Government by a Pope was
Apﬂstlen In the Apostolic age. Had the
&y woZlkuown the Pope method perhaps
iang A thd never have put t,h'e early Christ-
deacons € trouble of electing elders gnd
Aposties 0 manage Church affairs.
tong 1o and 'Reforme.rs may have done
of mag s_addhng us with the responsibility
&y di;ﬁmg‘ our own Church business.
in ¢ is not know how busy men would be
Le . ineteenth century. Let us go back.
Whol ave a Pope who will manage the

musted:.““g himself and tell us what we

Just See the amount of Church machin-
Emm::t might be abolished if we had gov-
awa y a Pope. At one stroke we might
‘esb“:f with Deacon’s Coutts, 'Sessions
Salaries o}es); Synods, and Assemblies. The
Mitteq, i the clerks would be saved. Com-
® assiat ght be abolished, The Pope, with
Utigs, co:;gce of, perhaps, one or two dep-
Thigy fdo the ';vhole business.
ere ne ?i what might be saved in printing.
Mighy bee ‘be Do Blue Book. The money
woulg of s:imt to fhe Pope direct, and he
P Ope; course, disburse it as he thought
v Il the people would need to do,
wonl 'S new aod economical method,
€ to send the money in,
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There would be no trouble about calling
ministers. As soon as a congregation be-
came vacant the Pope could send a priest
along by the next train. If he suited the
people, good and well, if not, the people
would have just bave to put up with him.

There is a good deal of anxiety felt at the
present time about the election of a couple
of professors for Knox College. Anxiety of
that kind would be saved if we had a Pope.
His Holiness could send on a man and that
would end the business. The College
Board, and the students, and the other pro-
fessors might not like him, but what of that ?
Their business would be to submit. In fact,
under the new system, Church life would
consist mainly in two things—submitting
and praying. That would be delightfully
simple, Nobody could, then, complain of
too many meetings and too much machinery.

Congregational meetings would be abol-
ished under this new system, and that would
save a lot of work in the way of drawing up
reports and business of that kind.

Of course there might be a little friction
in getting the new system into operation.
At the very outset the question would come
up: Who is to be Pope and how is he to be
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services were held on the Sabbath, June gth,
conducted by Drs. J. K. Smith, for twenty-
one years minister of the Church ; G. L.
Mackay, the distinguished Formosan mis-
sionary ; and Principal McVicar, of Mon-
real, who was associated with the congrega-
tion and its first minister the great Dr.
Bayne. Immense congregations greeted
the speakers, and deep interest and great
enthusiasm were manifested.  Many old
members of Kaox Church were present from
a distance, and not only the local news-
papers, but the Toronto daily papers gave
full reports of the proceedings, as did many
other newspapers. On Monday evening,
the programme covered a discussion of the
origin, vital forces, and achievements of
Canadian Presbyterianism. Tuesday even-
ing the ladies held a reception—thg largest
ever seen in the congregation and most
admirably managed. It was followed by a
public meeting devoted to reminiscences
of Knox Church, its men, women, and
ministers, and congratulatory addresses from
3 number of ministers and others. The cele-
bration concluded on Wednesday evening
by an “ At Home ” programme, led by the
minister, and at which all the speakers

THE PRESENT BUILDING OF KNOX CHURCH, QUEEN'S SQUARE, GALT.

elected. Perhaps those who are tired of the
system that our fathers fought and died for,
may favour the Church with some practical
suggestions on these points. Any pumber
of men might want to get the office of Pope
—some want it even now—but the difficuity
would be in selecting a good man without
holding meetings, making speeches, voting
and doing the things that have to be done
under the present system.

KNOX CHURCH, GALT.

This interesting and important congrega-
tion had a most enjoyable time recently in
celebrating its fiftieth annivsrsary. The
event excited most unusual interest because
of the character and position of the congrega-
tion, because of its unique history, and
because of the splendid programme for the
celebration. The programme was the best
arranged and most complete of any we have
seen, and this fact was frequently referred
to by the speakers. It was gotten up in
neat pamphlet form, For frontispiece was
a neat engraving of the church. Three

were members of the congregation repre-
senting its different departments of lite and
activity. On the programme were the three
Moderators, of the General Assembly, of
the Synod of Toronto and Kingston, and of
the PresBytery of Guelph, in whose bounds
Knox Church is situated, as well as the
venerable and efficient clerk of the latter
court. Two representatives of the ‘Auld Kirk’
and one of the old United Presbyterian as
well, were on the programme as brethren
representing different existing divisions,
We are glad to learn that the addresses are
to be published in full in a memorial
volume, as our space will not allow of our
giving even an abstract of them. They
were all worthy of the occasion and the
circumstances, and will make an attractive
volume to all interested in the history, life
and work of our Canadian Church.

Knox Church has only had four minis-
ters in its fifty years. The first was the
illustrious Dr. John Bayne, who was not
only facile princegs of the Canadian pulpit
in his time, but has never been excelled by
any Canadian preacher. It was he who led
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the Disruption movementin Canada. He had
spent the previous year amid the stirring
scenes of the Disruption movement in Scot-
land, and he brought back with him the fire
and faggots to start the Canadian blaze. He
was succeeded by Dr. John Thomson, who
was a man of scholarship, culture and gentle
character, and of great ability. His pastor-
ate was short, lasting only three years. Dr.
J. K. Smith, now of Port Hope, succeeded,
and spent twenty-one years in the pastorate
of the congregation. Under him the great
Russell & Carroll revival occurred, which

held services at first.

greatly changed the character and life of the

congregation, Dr. Smith was succeeded
by the present minister, Dr. Jackson, who
was called from a large Pittsburgh con-
gregation in 1888, The growth of the
Church has been continuous and vigorous.
Dr, Bayne founded it. Dr. Smith found it
with about 500 members, and left it with
goo. Dr. Jackson has seen the nine hun-
dred increase to 1,230. The statistical
report presented by Dr. Torrance to the
Assembly in London shows that Kunox
Church is wonderfully prosperous. Last
year no less than 195 new members were
added on profession of faith, by far the
largest number added by any of our
churches, and we doubt if the number has
been exceeded at any time by any Church
in our bounds. No less than 38 adults
were baptized on profession of their faith.
This is wholly unprecedented in Canada in
any pxdobaptist body that we know of.
Last year was an exceptionally hard one
financially, but Knox Church appears to have
been increasing in this grace alsa. They
gave to the schemes of the Church more
than during any year in their history with
two exceptions—1889 and 1892, and the con-
gregation had a balance to the good.

But while Knox Church does well to re-
joice over the prosperity which has attend-
ed it, and by which it is still marked, it
needs to be reminded of great responsibili-
ties. The Church is too large for the best
work being accomplished through it; no
minister is capable of giving it the care and
training needed. When Dr. Jackson came,
he found it embroiled in the ‘‘ Holiness ”
trouble. So far his work has been blessed
and prospered.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN would
unite its hearty congratulations and good
wishes, along with all other friends, to Dr.
Jackson and his people, on the attainment of
their jubilee as a congregation, andon the
great prosperity which has attended them.
May their life and work be more blessed
and a blessing in the coming time. A great
congregation has its difficulties, its dangers,
its perils, and its trials, as well as its respon-
sibilities. May great grace and great wis-
dom be given to pastor and people, and the
hand of the Lord always be with them.

The First Building of Knox Church on
Market Square, Galt,

The memorial volume will, in addition to
the addresses delivered at the jubilee ser-
vices, contain a sketch of old St. Andrew’s
Church, a sketch of Knox Church, aad
sketches of its ministers and the important
movements with which the congregation has
been identified together with much interest-
ing information about the men and women
of the past. The volume will be illustrated
and supplied to subscribers at cost price,
No copies will be published except for sub-
scribers, whose names will be printed in an
appendix.



