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Wwill hear, patfently, examine if those
things are 8o, and turn to profit even

that which may be most unpalatable to

hear. On the other hand, the opportun.
ity was given, and advantage was tak-
en of it, to point out what we regard as
vital defects m other systems, and to
DPoint out and assert the supreme claims
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the divine
excellence of His religion as embodied in
His teaching, character and life. If the
Coming together of Christians of differ-
ent denominations begets greater mutu-
al respect, if the meeting of Christians
for any worthy object with those even
Who make no profession produces for the
most part the same effect, why should
Not a gathering such as that m question
be productive of the grandest results,
and instead of weakening our confidence
i our holy religion or in its living Head,

- 8hpuld inspire us with fresh hope, cour-

age and confidence to go forth more in-
telligently, more in the spirit of love, to
Conauer the whole world for Christ, and

€xalt in every heart His name above ev-
ery name !

HOME MISSION EXECUTIVE.

This committee met on the 10th inst.,
in the lecture-room of St. Andrew’s
church, Rev. Dr. Cochrane, Convener, in
the chair, and Rev. Dr. Warden) Secre-
tary. Claims for services rendered in
the Home Mission tield for the last year
were passed to the amount of $28,212,
and for augmentation of stipends,
$12,638.73. Rev. Dr. Cochrane reported
the receipts from the Free Church of
Colonial Committee of £250 sterling. A
lengthy anad interesting report respect-
ign  mission work at Wellington, B.C.,
from Mr. Young, was read, also one from
Rev. A. Findlay, of work in the Algoma,
Manitoulin and Muskoka districts, dur-
ing summer, showing satisfactory pro-
gress in  every field. Interesting re-
ports sent by Revs. J. S. Herdman, and
D. G. MeQueen were read as to their vis-
its to Dresbyteries in British Columbia
and the scattered families of Presbyter-
ians in that wide fieid.

It 18 reported that there are about
200 Hungarian familles in the Riding
Mountain, Whitewood and Yorktown

Districts, and that a Hangarian minis- -

ter, now labouring in the States, has
Placed his services at the disposal of the
Church. The committee expressed sym-
Pathy with these settlers and resolved
to place at the disposal of the Regina
Preshytery the sum of $600 for this
work for the next year, provided said
Preshytery agrees to apply to the Gen-
eral Assembly for leave to receive this
Hungarian pastor.

A proposal was considered to hold the
fall meeting of the Execitive at different
boints, such-as Toronto, Montreal, Otta-
Wa, London, Hamilton, Brauntford, and
Kingston, with a view to deepening the
Interest in the work, public meetings to
be held in the evenings. Definite action
Was deferred regarding this till March
next,

Upwards of seventy missionaries were
Allocated among the different Presby-
teries asking for them, of whom about
forty are from the Manitoba district and
the others are from the varlous colleges
In the other provinces.

THE McALL AUXILIARY.

The monthly meeting of the
Toronto Auxiliary Canadian MeAll
Association was held on  Thurs-

{ay, the 5th inst., in the library of the
-M.C.A. The President, Mrs. How:tt,
OCtupied the chalr. The Treasurer's
Statement showed that of the $325 sent
Y the Association to Paris, as a mid-
Summer ipstaiment, $150 were contrib-
Uted hy this Auxiliary, and we have $48.-
S in hand. Mons. Cousin spoke to us
o his work among French Canadians in
oronto. Mrs. Henderson read from the
CAll Quarterly Record three chief les-
“®ous arising from Dr. McAll's life, point-
®d out by Pastor Theodore Monod, in

~ 'his address at the Dr.’s funeral : 1. If you

desire to'accomplish great things for God
90 not try to make a great beginning:
®t your only concern be to do faithful-
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ly whatever work the Master sets be-
fore you. 2. Serve God only. I trust
that many of us give the best of our lives
to God, but how few give to God the
whole of their heart and life. What
strikes me most In these Anglo-Saxon
Christians, some of whom have been
such a power for good, is the thorough-
ness of their consecration. 3. We must
always be at God’s disposal. When God
said to Dr. MeAll, as to Abraham of old,
‘“ Get thee out of thy country and from
thy kindred and from thy father’s hoase,”
he was over fifty years of age, he had
an excellent position as a beloved and
honbured pastor; but having recogn!zed
the voice of God, our beloved friend did
not hesitate. Let each one ask himself,
“Am 1 doing just what God would have
me do ?”

Writing about our financial position,

Mons. Soltau said our late President had’

recognized the urgent necessity of having
a sufficient floating balance to enable
us to finance the mission during the
months when very little !s received, Dr.
McAll had determined to commenge the
formation of this fund himself, and he
handed to the mission a few months ago
securities to the value of £1,500, on
which we can borrow. To complete
this fund we require about two thous-
and pounds (£2,000) more ; therelore we
asked for a sum of £5,000, as a memorial
fund in memory of the honoured FFound-
er of the Mission.

Mrs. Henderson suggested that the
collectors ask those who have been con-
tributing, to give an additional sum,
anything from 25cts. to $100, to form a
memorial fund here. to be added to the
Fund spoken of by Mons. Soltau.

After prayer by Mrs. J. L. Brodie, the
meeting was closed with the Doxology.

If you will kindly find space for thim
report in your next issue, you wvill ob-
lige the Auxiliary.

M. E, McMASTER, Sec.

WHAT PAPER SHALL I TAKE ?

As the year draws to a close, many,
whether canvassed by agents or not,
naturally begin o consider what papers
they shall take for the coming year.
Such being .the case, a word on behalf
of our . own denominational papers—es-
pecially, The Canadu Presbyterian—may
not be out of place. Now, lest anyone
should insinuate that this communica-
tion is inspired Irom headquarters, itis
only fair to state that it is
written at least ten leagues from
Toronto; that the writer has been
consulted by no one, either direec-
ly or indirectly, and that he has
received a hint from no one in the of-
fice, from publisher to printer’s devil,
from editor 4o errand hoy. The idea or-
fginated solely in the writer’s own fer-
tile (2) brain. )

One reason why a P’resbyterianesshould
take his own denominational paperQS,
that by reading it he will become bet-
ter acquainted with what the Churech
a8 a whole, 18 doing, and just because
of that, he wiil take a greater interest
in the work of his own congregation.
The man who takes no interest in Pro-
vincial politics is not likely to be much
eoncerned about affairs in  his own
municipality . whereas the man who
studies the politics of the wider sphere
is almost certain to be deeply interest-
ed in those of the narrower. So also
in the Church. The man who reads from:
week to week what the Chureh is do-
ing at home and abroad, is likely to be
more deeply interested In the welfare of
his own congregation. He learns new
methods of work; his thought is stimu-
jated ; his enthusiasm i8 roused; his
loyalty to his Church receives a new
impetus; he is able to converse intelli-
gently on ecclesiastical affairs, ana,
when an appeal'is made on behalf of
any of the gchemes of the Church,
he will probably give liberally, because
he gives understandingly.

Another reason why a Presbyterian
should take his denominational paper is,
that by reading it, he will get a better
grasp of the distinctive doctrines anq
polity of our Church. Perhaps some

_overture

think it matters little what doctrines
or polity a man accepts. . It is so easy
to auote the flippant couplet:

“For modes of faith let graceless bigots
fight ;

He can’t be wrong whose life is in the
right.” .

But some of us think there is a very
close connection between doctrine and
duty ; between .belief and conduct; be-
tween the roots and fruits of character.
What a man reads will influence his he-
lief, and his belief will largely mould his
character and conduct. Of course, even
in our denominational papers there is
much that has no special reference to
any particular doctrine or polity, but
there is also much that has; and the man
who reads such a paper as The Canada
Presbyterian must certainly have his
mind Imbued with Presbyterian prin-
ciples. The careful reading of the re-
ports of the meetings of the various
Church courts will give him a know-
ledge of ecclesiastical terms and presby-
terial procedure. Then there are expo-
sitions reguiarly given, which are dis-
tinetly Calvinistic in tone. The notes
on the Sabbath school lessons might be
instanced. These are written, as a re-
cent circular informs us, by an eminent
professor in one oif our colleges. Dur-
ing the past six months we have had
under consideration the baptism of Lyd-
ia and her household and that of the
jailer and his household. If one were
to read the comments given in some of
the undenominational publications, he
might get the impression that the mode
and subjects of baptism were matters of
no importance. Here are the notes of
one writer upon the baptism of Lydia:
“Immediately upon , her conversion, she
was baptized, and with her, we are told
‘her household.” It is not at all certain
that this expression jncludes infants. It
is more likely that it refers to her re-
tainers and servants. DBeing a trading
merchant, and travelling as well, it is
hardly likely that she had infants with
her. It is a poiut of no importance.”
The baptism of tbe jailer is passed by
without note or comment. Perhaps the

author of those notes should not bhe
censured too severely because he was
s0 chary in his remarks, for he knew

that he wags dealing with a controvert-
ed point; and he expected that his com-
ment would be read hy teachers of all
denominations. But the scholarly pro-

fessor who .writes the notes for The
Canada TPresbyterian makes no such
blunder.

Still another reason why Preshyter-
lan heads of famllies should subseribe
for their denominational paver is, that
by giving.it to their children they will
be enabled the more easily to interest
them In the work of the Church. At
first the young people will read only
*‘The Children’s {lorner.” In the course
of time, however, they will glance over
the recorded doings of the Church; they
will read the missionary letters, and pos-
sibly look at the notes on Sabbath
school and Chtristian Endeavour lessons.
When once .they are interested in tlese
things, they will look as eagerly for the
coming of this weekly visitor as for
that of any other paper. Then may we'
expect our sons to be as plants grown
up in their youth, and our daughters as
corner-stones polished after the simili-
tude ol a palace. )

May The Canada Presbyterian find
its way into many a new home, and
may its pages, with .their earnest, evan-
gelical messages, be as leaves from the
Tree of Life which are for the healing
of the nations. ANN O. PINION.

REPORT QF THE SYNOD OF THE
MARITIME PROVINCES.
.

Friday morning, the principal mat-
ters before the Synod were the appoint-
ing of the standing committees and an
overture from certain members of Hali-
fax Presbytery concerning the appoint-
ment ol evangelists; a great deal of in-

terest was shown in jts discussion, in
which a good many members of the
Synod took part. Tt was at length

decided unanimously that jt should bhe
sent down to presbyteries for dis-
cussion. . .

Mr. Rogers submitted the report of
the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund.
Attention was specially called to the
very considerable number of younger
members who have not yet conpected
themselves with the fund. The Synod
received the report and earnestly re-
commended all our ministers to con-
nect themselves with the fund, and in-
structs presbyteries to call the atten-
tion of ministers at their ordination to
this subject. Tt was also resolved to
the General Assembly Iin fa-
vour of making It a regulation that
ministers should place . themselves on
the fund. !

There was a rushing of business in the
Synod in the afternoon. Among the re-

“ing in schools, and thanking
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ports hurried through were those on
Sunday school work, Sabbath obser-
vance, the McLeod [bequest, public edu-
cation angd eivi] rights, and that on
the state of religion. - ,That on public
education and ecivil pights evoked the
greatest interest. It drew special at-
tention to the fact that the publie
schools laws were in several towns be-
ing violated in the letter and especial-
ly in the spirit of them--the schools be-
ing made to all intents and purposes de-
nominational. The following "deliver-
ance was, on notion of Rev. H. H. Me-
Pherson, seconded by Rev. Dr. Murray,
unanimously adopted : :

“The Synod receives the report and
thanks the Conveners for their dili-
gence. The Synod express their sym-
pathy with the Protestants jn Bathurst
and other places in New Brunswick In
efforts to secure the removal and re-
redress of the grievances of which they
complain.  The Synod further express
as in former years, their strong disap-
probation of any contravention of the
free non-sectarian school laws of these
provinees, either in letter or in spirit,
and urgently recommend a1l the minis-
ters and members of our Chureh to
wateh with due diligence agalnst any
enroachment upon the rights of our
people in relation to school education
and against all such compromises as in
any respect contravene the publie school
laws in the Interests of any particular
religious denomination.”

The Home Mission LCommittee, East-
ern Section, was appointed as the Syn-
od’s Committee to manage the MecLeod
bequest, given for Home Missionary bur-
poses.  Last year the interest amount-
ed to $229.80. tOn the State of Relig-
lon, Rev. James Sinclair reported fa-
vourably. Mr. MeGillivray moved, sec-
onded by Dr. McLeod, a resolution ex-
pressing gratitude to the Lord for His
goodness manifested in lhe work nac-
complished dueing the Jear and the
peace and harmony Dbrevailing, and urg-
ing officers and members to still great-
er diligence in maintaining the eharaec-
ter of His Church as .His Body, and in
preparing generally for His coming.

The report on Temperance was sub-
mitted by Rev. QA. Rogers. On motion
of Rev. W, P, Archibald, seconded by D.
S. Fraser, the Synod adopted a resolu-
tion approving of the temperance teach-
God for
improved temperance sentiiment and un-
abated zeal; recommending the plan
of organization ; condemning the dram-
shiop " and the bar-room as sources of
great danger and ruin: calling for pro-
hibitory legislation ; favouring a popu-
lqr. vote oun the subject, and enjoining
diligence in securing pure wine for use
at the Lord’s .table. It is also recom-
mended that in addition to the annual
sermon, the Session bold at least " one
annual publie meeting .in the interests of
Temperance. A very cordial voie of
thanks was moved 2Y Rev. D. Suther-
land, and seconded by Rev. A. Robert-
son.

The motion of thanks to all who had
S0 genernusly entertained the Synod,
was moved by the Rev. Messrs, Suther-
land, of Charlottetown, and Robertson
of New Glasgow, and was enthusmst‘i:
cally agreed to.

L{odemtor Simpson then gave the
closing address, He spoke of the
large attendance, representing  every
section of the Maritime Provinces, the

large amount of work done: the fact
that there had not been one disturbing
note sounded during the session. The
Synod had been Stimulated, but now
they must face the work, He dwelt for
a little on the advantages of long pas-
torates, and in .conclusion thanked the
Synod for the support he had receiveq
while occupying the Moderator's chair.

After the singing of the 122nd Psalm
Rev. H. B. McKay, of Wallace, at vthe’
request. of the Moderator, led in pray-
er.  With the officia}l announcement of
the place and time for the next Synod
and the henediction, the Synod closed.'

(Concluded.)

n R ]
Rev. John MecNair, pastor of the Wat.-
¢rloo Presbyterian church, and Mrs Mec-
Nair were pleasantly surprised by the
ladies of the congregation -recently. Mr.
MeNair on returning from the  station
where he had gone to meet Mrs, MecNalr,
to whom he has just lately been mm-riecl‘
found put. down a handsome Brussels car:
pet in the parlor and the room furnishea’
with curtains, centre table, four elegant
easy chalrs, beautifully Jupholstered, in-
ciuding two antique rockers and a’lmr
¥'s and gent’s easy chair. The cellar was
well . supplied with fruit anq the many
indispensable articles needeq by young
housekeépers. The Ladijeg’ Ald, under
whose auspices the work was done, had
planned wisely and kept their secret ’well
and it is needless to 8ay that the youn .
pastor and his wife were not only sulg‘
prised, but overwhelmed by this manifes-
tation of kindness on the patt of the 1g-
dies of the congregation. a



