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IMPROVED CLASS ROLL
For the use of Sablath School Teachers.

—

IMPRGVED SCHOOL REGISTER

Forthe use of Superintendents and Secretaries.

Both the above hiave been carefully mepared, in tesponse to frequent
1eands for something more complete than could heretofore be obmulueu,b)- the
ter. T. F. Fotheringham, M A., Convenerof the General Assemlly's Sabbath
tdr0] Committee, These books will be fourd 10 make easy the work of r port-
ig 2l necessary statistics of our Sabbath Schoole, as well as prepaving the
woros asked tor by the Genersl Acsembly.  Price of Class Rollk 6o cents per
bs. Price of School Registers 30 centaench, Address—

PRESBYTERIAN PRINTING & PuUBLIsiING Co. (Ltd)
5 JornAN St., TorONTO.
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FROM a statistical table recently published it
appears that the highest salary paid in the English
Presbyterian Church is $7,000. ~ There are two min.-
iters in receipt of that rather handsome income,
There arc fourteen who receive $2,500; twenty,
§1,750 ; sixteen, $1,500 ; twenty, $1,250. The larg-
st number, seventy-five, receive $1,000. The low-
et salary returned is one at $66s. Eighty-eight of

ar English Presbyterian ministerial brethren have
manses provided for them.

THE Rev. Joseph Yair, M.A,, of Eckford, Rox.-
burghshire, died recently in his ninety-fourth year,
Educated in Glasgow, and licensed by that Presby-
tery in 1824, he was within a fortnight of complet-
iog the sixty-third yecar of his incumbency. He
igured some months ago in certain Presbyterial
proceedings concerning the appointment of an or-
dained assistant in view of his great age, Imposing
in appearance and dignified in manner, he was a
mtable figure in the Border district.

THE Rev. Dr. Macdonald, retired minister of
Iverness first charge, died recently in his cighticth
jear.  Born in Inverness and educated at Aberdeen,
te was ordained in 1842, succeeding his father-in-
lw. He declined a chair in Aberdeen University,
nd also, owing to failing health, the Moderatorship
of Assembly. A man of learning, he was also an
excellent preacher, and was held in high honour in
the Highland capital, in whose town hall his marble
kst now stands alongside that of Dr. Carruthers,

PRINCIPAL RAINY, speaking at a Christian con-
frence at Forres, at which Principal Mackichan,
Rev. Dr. Black and Rev. Mr. Lee were present, ad-
mitted that the Church had often failed in its duty
tothe young. Ministers ought to take a course of
practical training at the Normal school. The Sab-
bath school teaching had been a blessing, but it was
mequal. The independence of young men and wo-
aen must be respected, and the object to be aimed \
tin dealing with them ought to be not their ac-
wptance of particular views but their making of
Christ a reality.

AT the semi-jubilee celebration of Rev. James
). Kinloch, of West Linton United Presbyterian
(hurch, ex-Bailic Lewis, of Edinburgh, remarked on
the very interesting 1act that four ministers there
ot on the platform, all above thirty years' stand-
iig, who have 1 turn been ministers of the congre-
mtion during the past forty-four years —Rev.
Yessrs, J. A. Johaston, of Springburn, Arch. Cross,
dEdinburgh, formerly pastor of Erskine Church,
Igersoll, and also for a short time pastor of the
Pesbyterian Church, Newcastle, Ont., Robert Lau-
i, of Dundee, and Mr. Kinloch.

! Mk, TRAILL asserts that not one in twenty even
dthe cultured classes ever read poctry. Mr. James
Byn thinks one in fifty would be ncarer the mark,
dthough a much larger proportion say they read it,
d many have read it in their school days perforce
bextracts and sclections.  They never liked it, and
tey don't like it now. It is useless to argue upon
tematter,” adds Mr. Payn, “or to attempt to in-
aleate a taste for it in those who have none. You
might as well try to teach them to play the fiddle.
ader these circumstances the idiocy of our public
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svstem, which endeavours to cultivate a taste for
Greek and Latin verse in the average schoolboy, is
indced amazing.”

THur Queen's College, Belfast, grows in import-
ance as an educational centre in Ulster. The Rev.
Dr. Hamilton, its president, strives to keep it in
cvery sense well abreast of the needs of the times.
The fine science theatre and lecture rooms, recently
sancticned by Government, are beginning to show
their tasteful proportions as they ards guce towards
completion. And now the prusident has taken an-
other improvement in hand, vhich he wishes the Jd
alumni to carry out at their own cost, not at that of
the Government.  This is a “ Union " similar to
that at Oxford, at Cambridge, at Edinburgh, and at
Glasgow. Ile is being well-backed, and it is likely
that his desire is practically as goud as accomplished.
He has enlisted the sympathy and support of the
Marquis of Londonderry, Mr. Thomas Sinclair, M.
A., and the ex-Mayor, Mr. C. C. Connor, M.A.

I'r is a common impression that the art of pub-
lic reading and speaking is too much over-looked
in Scotland. That some are becoming alive to its
importance will be scen from the following : A mo-
tion by Mr. Gavin W. Ralston. advocate, in Glasgow
University council, that a chair of public reading
and speaking be instituted, has been rejected by
twelve to five. He attributes much of the non-
churchgoing to the inability of preachers to speak
$0 as to command attention. Rev. Mr. Iouston, of
Auchterderran, moved a direct negative, which was
supported by Rev. G. M. Smith, of Stirling, who
maintained that no man with a message to deliver
had ever yet failed for ‘wvant of clocution, and that
all the art in the world would ncver make him ef-
fective if he had nothing to say. To this the reply
will readily occur that if a man has a message to
deliver he will do it all the more effectively if he has
learned how to do it.

THE English Presbyterian Synod at Birming-
ham, under the Moderatorship of Rev. Dr. George
Johnstone, received a deputation from the Irish Pres-
byterian Assembly, and Dr. Wylie, in addressing the
House, delivered an anti-Home Rule speech, which
called forth loud protests against the introduction of
politics. Deputations also attended from the Loca
Peace Saciety and the Temperance Union of Bir-
mingham. The Synod was asked to declare total
abstinence to be the platform of its Temperance
Committee. The amendment was, however, with-
drawn, the Committee, without departing from its
dual platform, having decided to also recognize a
newly-formed Ministers’ and Office-bearers’” Total
Abstinence Association. It was resolved to petition
in favour of Sunday Closing. The Synod passed a
resolution expressing decp pain at the persecution
of the Stundists in Russia, and their sympathy with
the persecuted. A resolution of sympathy with the
suffering Russian Jews was also adopted.

COMMENTING on the Behring Sea arbitration,
the Christian Leader remarks: Arbitration is to
winin the Behring affair. The Salisbury ayreecment
has becn ratified by the Senate, and till 1893, by
which time the award will be given, the United
States are to take a limited number of scals only,
while no other nation is to take any. This is the
memorandum which had been already presented to
Congress when President Marrison’s message ap-
peared breathing threatenings and slaughter against
the British, Indeed, it had been breviously accept-
ed by the President, who, however, could not resist
the chance of letting off a little stage thunder for the
purposes of the ensuing Presidential campaign.
Nothing pays among the lower class of American
voters of the baser sort than an attempt on the part
of those in power “to twist the British lion's tail."
But the great spirit of Christianity and a common
origin makes it impossible that we can ever serious-
ly contemplate fighting our brothers.

THE British Weekly says : The two leading Pres-
byterian congregations in London—DMarylebone and

Regent Square—have had a s>vere disappointment,
The ministers of their choice, both called enthusias-
tically and unanimously, have not seen their way to
comply with the invitation. Dr. Stalker, who was
called to Marylebrue, is clearly marked out for a
professorship.  But we should like to have seen
Mr. Macdonald, a Celt of vigorous originality, a
student and a man of accomplishment in * stream-
ing London's central roar.”  Mr. Macdonald con-
fessed that he was drawn strongly by the prospect

{being at the centre of things and having a hand
in moulding them ; but the effective urgency of his
large and important congregation in Scotland has
kept him in their service. It is much to be desired
that London Presbyterians should find one or two
men of outstanding eminence, and the field is so im-
portant that neither Scotland nor Ireland should
grudge their very best.

WiilLE Cookes grand new church in Toronto
has just been completed and dedicated to the wor-
ship of God, it is interesting to learn that, accord.
ing to the Beliast correspondent of the JSritish
1Weckly, the magnificent new church built as a mem.
orial of the late Dr. Cooke, and called “ The Cooke
Centenary Church,” was opened recently by the
Rev. Dr. Matheson, of St. Bernards, Edinburgh,
Enormous congregations gathered to hear the cele-
brated preacher at both morning and evening ser-
vices. That everybody was delighted goes without
saying. The doctor seemed to have struck the
proper key-note for Belfast, both in his sermons and
in his after remarks as to Dr. Cooke and the city.
In the latter he said he hoped they would not be
angry if he stated that first and foremost his motive
for coming had been his attachment to the peopie
of Ireland, and his attachment specially to the peo-
ple of Belfast. 1is associations with that town. and
his memories of its people should be to the latest
hour the greenest and dearest spots in his memory.,
And then he had come, too, he had a strange associ-
ation with that distinguished man, that great
preacher of whom that magnificent edifice was a
memorial. When he was a child he used to play
the minister ; he used to construct an imaginary
pulpit by means of chairs, and preach purely imag-
inary sermons ; and the name he thought of in the
far-off city of Glasgow, and in the far-off days, was
the name of Dr. Cooke—a name which clung to
him for many a year.” Altogether the dedication
services were a success.

At the English Presbyterian Synod, Principal
Dykes gave in the final report of the Confession
Committee. Objection was taken to certain clauses
in the Appendix to the Articles of the Faith, It
was moved by Rev. J. H. Thomson to omit from
the clause on the lord’s Day, “ Whatever respect
some may pay to other days of commeimoration, vet
do thes¢ lack Scriptural authority, and may not be
entorced as binding on the Christian conscience.”
Dr. Morison also thought the clause gave a quasi-
approval to other days of commemoration. Dr.
Dykes said that there were many who might feel it
desirable to worship God on certain days that other
Christians had thought fit to set apart for com-
memoration, and therefore the committee thought
the clause in question would meet the case. On a
vote being taken, the recommendation of the com-
mittee was adopted. A clause was adopted for in-
sertion in the formula for the ordination of ministers
and clders and the licensing of studznts, recognizing
the Articles of the Faith as embodying the doctrine
sct forth in the Confession of Faith. It was decid -
ed to take steps to modify a clause in the model
trust deed, leaving the Church at liberty in respect
of her doctrinal standards in view of the adoption of
the new Articles.  Principal Dykes, Convencr of the
committee which drew up the Atrticles, received the
thanks of the Synod for the intellectual ability and
gracious spirit with which he had conducted the
work. The thanks were conveyed by the Modera-
tor, the members of Synod standing as an expres-
sion of their esteem for the Principal. In discharg-
ing the committee at the end of its nine years' labour,
the members and the secretary, Rev. W. Dale, were
also thanked,



