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wotk now. Myself, Giam Chheng, Hoa, Lien, Ho, Chhoa,
Seng and Tan He were engaged teaching and drilling the
students.  Last night at seven o'clock we met for the clos-
ing exercises. Quae of the teachers compared Oxford with
out old Cullege. The latter,’he sald, had the heavens for
the roof ; sand, and mud for the floor ; mountaing and seas
for the wails ; rocks for the tables, benches and beds. All
this was twue, literally so. Last year when building the
girls’ school, there was some material left, so I built a neat
brick house near Oxford Cullege. Three students with their
wives occupied it this session. In a few days Giam, Chheng,
Tox and myself will start {or the east coast, takiog back the
thirty girla from the school. They came and began study
in the beginniog of March. At that time they did not
know one letter. Now they go home able to read and
write in the Romanized colloquial.  Mrs. McKay and my-
sclf and those who taught in Oxford College keep day after
day drilling them.

* Mr. and Mrs. Jamieson are faithful and diligent in the
study of the language, and they are doing well. Ia due
timz they will be real and efficient helpers. Let God be
praised, we'll shout the triumphs of the Gospsl o'er moun-
tain and dale. We'll never cease, never surrender, uatil
China’s, yes, beloved Formosa's mullions crowa Him Lord
of all,”

Mr. Jamieson writes: * Oxford College and the gitls’
school are clored for a few months during the warm season.
The session has been a very successful one. The teaching
1 both schools has been earnestly and faithfully carried on.
Most of the students have now left for their homes. Dr.
McKay is accompaaying the girls on their homeward jour-
ney. On the morning after the closiog of the College,
some fifteen of the students set out on a three days’ journey
to their homes ou the cast coast. We could not but admire
those lads as they called in passing to bid us good-bye,
with their brght hooest faces, and carrying their hittle all-
of-worldly goods on a pole slung across thetr shoulders,
goiog forth to bear home their testimony for Christ.  As to
Mrs. Jamicsoo and myself, who are but new comers, we can
report no active service as yet beyond a patient study of the
language. But we are delighted to be here, and to witness
the progress of the Lord's work among the people of For-
mosa. And if wecan inany way by our presence and coun-
sel encourage and bold up the hands of those who are bear-
ing the burden and heat of the day, we esteem that ap
honour. Pray for us that God may still continue to bless
this mission as he has blessed it in the past.”

I ask for these extracts a place in your columns in order
that a wider circle of readers than can be reached through
the ordinary cbannels of church intelligence may be made
aware of the state and prospects of our mission in Formosa,
Thousznds beyond the limits of the Presbyterian Church
heard Dr. McKay when two or three years ago ke was travers-
ing Canada, his native country, and urging the claims ofthe
the heathen. Thousands will hear with deep concern of the
peril to which he and his fellow-labourers, and the converls
there, als now exposed. There have for some time been
around them rumours of war. They are now actuallyia the
midst of its horrors. Many hearts throughout our land will
beat in true and loving sympathy with them. T ask a place
for them in the prayers of God's people of every name, in
their closets, at their family altars, aod in the congregations
ot worshippers. TuoMas WARDKOPE.

SapBATH SEHOOL EACHER,

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
M- | THE TEMPLE DEDIGATED.  {: *upges.

Gouoex Text.~—* Behold the hcaven and heaven
of heavens cannot contain Thee.”"—Vs, 27

Tiee —B. C. 1005,

Price  The Tewplo at Jerusalem.

Pararrer. — 2 Chron, chaps. 5-7.

Introduction.—Tho Tomple was built and ready for
tho sacred purposes to which 1t was to bo dedicated. For
months before, tho day had been cegerly expected and
discussed, A8 i0 auticipativl 4 G A8 W LL L0 gToatest day
tho lsracltish natien 1ad over secn.  Grandly broko tho
bright October morning, while tho thousands and hundreds
of thousands whbo had como up from overy part of tho land,
from the southern boundary at the Ruver of Egypt, to
Hamatb, iar porth oo tho Orontes (for at that ume tho
boundaries of tho natiun weruv mutes widely vateuded than
sn its later history; weore all gathered un the streots of
tho city and on tho mountains round about Jernsalem, to
sco and tako part iu the maguificont and joyful ceromonios
of tho dey. Very carly two prucessions wers soeon ap-
proaching tho Templo from differont points, ono from
wiboun beanug thio Tabornacle of the Wildernoss, sonerablo
with its moro than four hundred years of servico, faded
and worn with long exposure, porhaps oftcn ropaired , but
sacrod from all its associations with the carly history of
tho pooplo. Thon from Mount Zion, from tho temporary
resting place prepared for it by David, camo tho Ark of
uod, still mure sacted and awfal, fur above it had rested
the symbol of the presence of Jebovah, and in recent yorrs
its sanclity had beon attosted by God himseil in his vim
tation of tho sin of Tzzah Into the Tomplo onclosure
came Solomon in all lus glory, thomost magnificent princo

of bia raco. Bacrificos, so vast that thoy could not be num.
bered, of sheep and oxon wore offered by Solomon and all
the congrogation. A full gathoring of the Lovite singers,
under the leadorship of Awepb, Heman and Joduthun,
stood at the oast end of the altar, and with themn an huu-
drod and twonty priosts boaring trumpots, then the
trumpets and tho eingers **as one,’” broke forth into o
mighty chorus * praising and thanking the Lord,” and the
rofrain caught up Ly the vast massin the Templo ares
spread as by a flash through the stroets of the city, and
was ochued back vy & sngnad veices from tho bull-tops
arvand, Praiso the Lurd for He 18 guud, for His meroy
enduroth for over,” and as thoy sung the symbol of a
gracious accoptance was manifested, ** the house was filled
with a cloud—sgo that tho pricsts could not stand to mmn.
ister by rearon of tho cloud.” Tho solomn stlenco which
had fallen upon the worshippers, cuused by the thick cload,
was broken by Solowmon in the words of ver, 12 ; then he
blessed tho congregntion, and in a few words told them of
tho desire of lus father David to build the Temple, of God's
chotce of imsolf to do the work, and of hus performng it
by the good hand of God; then followed that wonderlul
prayer, the earlier portion of wlich, a type of it all, forms
the subject of our lesson.

Notesand Comments. - Ver. 22. ¢t Solomon stood,"
at first, then knelt, soe ver, 54 , ** spread forth his hands,”
lifted them up  toward heavon, " he was on the platformn
or ‘*brazen scaffold ** speciclly preparod for the occasion.
Al this, wo must remomber, took place outside the build-
ing. in the court of the Tomplo.

Vers. 23, 24. Solomon begins his prayor as ours should
begin, with a remembranco of past mercios **No God
like Thee:” not to be undorstood as comparing Jehovah
with tho gods of the hieathen, but ho is described as the
only truo God. ** Keepest covenant :** one of the attributes
of the God of Israel was that he was a covenant keeping
God, see Lesson threo of last quarter, and Lesson two of thns
quarter, those who are fmithful will always find that lus
covenant of merey 13 suro , ** with thy servant Dawnid ."—
the promise to whom was that ho should have a Son who,
in peacofal possession of the Kingdom, should build the
house which David desired, but was not permitted to bu:ld ;
*¢ fulfilled "—as 1t is tls day.

Vers. 26, 26. He now prays that beyond tumsclf the pro-
mise of God may be venfied, that ¢ thore shall not fail a
man—to sit op the throne of Isracl,”. and as he coupled
with it the condition God had given, a righteous walk
beforo God, 1t 18 practically a prayer for lus successors that
they should * take heod to thur way,” and even 1if they
sinned, that God would not winadraw his meroy quite from
them.

Ver, 27. «Will God dwell on tho carth?” Other
thoughts come now to the mind of Solomon, he remem-
bers the greatness of God, ‘“heaven and the heaven of
hoavens cannot contain Thee ; * with a firm belief of God's
special presenco in the Temple he yot would guard him-
self and tho peoplo against the narrow viows or notions of
the doity into which they were only too apt to fell : Jer.
7:4; Mic.3: 11. When wo consider tho 1deas of & local
god or gods as held by the heathen nations of the land,
this concuption of tho wfinity of Gud 18 very marked and
striking.

Ver. 28. ** Yot,” notwithstanding that thou art 55 far re-
moved, ** have respeot to the prayer,' that I am now offer-
g winch has refercuco to blessings to be given from and
through tlus house. ** Prayer —supplication—ecry,” theso
words seom to indicato a gencral increaso of intensity in
tho prayers of the people to God, beginning with ordinary
requests {or daily mercies, and continuing 1n the agonized
*cry " for help and deliveranco 1n tit es of peril,

Ver. 29. ** Eyes may bo open towards this bLiouso ; that
thou mayst hearken,” see Psa. 34: 15—~tho oyes of tho
Lord upon, and tho ears of the Lord opeu to the rightoons ;
*¢ the placo of which thon hast sawd,” to wihich a goneral
roferenco had boen wade, but tho oxact locality of which
has not been stated, sco Deut. 12. 5, 11, 18, 14. 23, 15.
20, 16. 2, and olsowhoro. And God was gracionsly
pleased to tell Solomon that his prayoer was heard . ** Muno
oyes and Mine heart shall be thero perpetnally . Ch.9: 4.

Ver. 30, It had boen a personal prayer hitherto ; it is
now onlarged and includes the wholo nation: **hearken
to Thy poople Isracl when they shall pray.  And we find
that thencofurth the Jows always worshipped toward tho
Templo. Dan 6: 10; Joorh 2. 4. *“When thou hoarest
forgive =" hoar tho prayor and forgivoe tho sin.

Ver. 31, 32. Solomon now proceads n his prayer to
mako moution of spocial cases, 1n the which he bosought
God to hear and answer. Tho first has roference to the ouths
sworn an the Temple, tho sanctity of which ho asks God
to protoct. Fvery onth is an appeal to the knowledgo and
justice of tho Most High. and tho prayer is that God will
vindicato tho truth byp  shing thefalse swearar.  ** Tres-
pass, asin tho cases . :utioned 1n Ex. 22 7-12, an oath
had to bu taken by tho accased persun as to Lus innucence.
* Judgo thy servants.” because Laman judgmonts are
{allible, he thercforo prays that God would interpose, con-
domn the wickoed and jnstify tho rightoous.

Ver. 33, 34. Tho next is a petition for tho nation, when
1ts sin—as sin tho King know t00 woll it woald—was pan-
ishiod by dvfoat in battle and being carried away captivo,
then when tho people prayed toward tbat house, his pet:-
tion is thet God would hear aad forgive and bring them
back to tho land of their fathere. Doubtless Solomon had
in mind the threats of Lov, 26: 14.17, and of Dent. 98:
15-25, **confess thy namo. ' acknowledgiug ther sins,
that they woro justly panished, snd making supplication,
**in,"” rather * toward,” as in tho margin , thoy conld not
mako supplication ** in ' the house whea in n strange 1and.
This, to a Jew, was ono of tho greatost calamitics that
could fall apon him and so it has a prominent placo in the
prayer.

Vor. 35,36. Anothor potitivn basod apon the wmoral
cortainty of tho pooplo sinnung and of uthor threatoned

jadgments coming apon them, * heaven is shat up—no
sain: * this wag also a throatoned punishment for gin, sce

Yov. 26 19 Doat, 11: 17; 28: £8-24; <*hoar — forgive

—toach,"” not only doos Solomon ask that God will hear
the prayors of tho poople in their repantance and forgive
their stns, but that ho will ** teach them tho good way,”
that 1s, by their aflliotions, by ** the jullgments Thoun dost
sond upon thom.” Hure we have tho great Now Testumont
prinoiple, that tho chastisemonts of the Lurd are designed
to bring His people back to Himeolf, are, in faot, for thoir
otornal good  Noto tho ordor of Solomon’s prayor- first,
that thoy should pray, confessing their sins; then that
God would forgivo ; that he would tcash tho right way,
and last of all that the afilictiun should be removed. Is
there nut hiero a lesson for us, do wo not sometimoes want
God to romovo the afiliction befure wo recognize his pur-
pose in sending 1t and mako confession of our sins before
Hun? Let us learn that this 18 God's way.

The teacher should rend and note the rost of the peti.
tions down to ver, 63.

NINTS TO TEACHERS.

Preliminary. Although the titlo of our lesson is,
* Tho Temple Dedicated,” the select verses only contain o
portion of Solomon's dedicatory prayer, the intention of
the Lesson Committee being, doubtless, that thoso should
sorvo us a centre around which teaching on the whole ser-
vico should bo grouped. We havo dwelt somewhat at
longth on the more impressive portion of tho ceromenics
preoeding this prayor, so shall confine our remarks now
to the thoughts guggested by the selected verses. Will
the teachers suffer ug {o cautton thom againgt spending too
much time on the ceromonies alone, or auy at all on the
myastical lessons which somo writers would associate with
those dedicatory services ; there are spiritual and practical
lessons of great value in tlus portion ; striveto teach those.

Topical Analysis. — (1) Praiso and thanksgiving,
22.24, (2) Prayer for continued mercies, 25-28. (3)
Prayer for special circumstarces, 39-36.

On the jirst topio show how Solomon, following the con
stant examplo of his father, David, thank{fully recognizes the
‘aithfulness and constant mercy of God. Evor beforo those
mon was the fact that their God was a covenant.keeping
God, and they sought to set forth this truth in the public
atterances espocially; before Solomon prayed he blessod
God, go should our prayers ever bo mixed with thankegiv-
ing , let us not bo reaching forth the hand for blessings and
forget those which have been 80 bountifully given to usin the
past, Then the trath is repeated here that we havo so often

-noticed in this quarter's lessons—the conditions of God's

blessings. Oun this thore can be nomistake, it was ropeated
again and again to, aud by David, and now Solomon re.
iterates it God's morcies aro to those who watk beforo Him
*with all their hearts.”” No half service is acceptable.
He must bave tho snpromo affection of the undivided
heart. This truth st forth so unmistakeably in the Old
Testument was affirmed by our S8aviour to be the foua-
dation stone of the New Covenant, it was tho *¢ first and
great Commandment ;" Matt. 22: 37-38,

On the second topic we may teach that past mercies
should encourage continued prayer. God is not angry at
our continued or persistent prayoers, even when someo-
timos wo appear to be bold in our requests and would
remind Him of His promises. Not that he nceds reming.
ing, but the pleading of the promises shows that thoy havo
a placo in the hearts of His childron even as he would
have them. So as wo stand in thoe present, looking back.
ward over our wmercy-strown path, lot us be encouraged to
ask larger and groater things and beliove that ho is able to
do for us ** excoeding abundantly, above all that we ask
or think,” Eph 3: 20.

On tire third topic, there are one or two lessons not so
common as preceding ones, We are tatght to make our
petitions special and pointed. There is a story of a good
old man whose child was dying, and he with his wife knelt
down to imploro the mercy of God and healing of their
loved ono; tho good man had a stercotyped prayer em.
bracing the whole world, which he bad often offered in the
prayer-moceting, and so ho went on in his regular rut until
he camo to pray for the Jows, when his wifo could stand it
no longer but burst ont ** Man, it's our child that's dying I
and forthwith prayed herself, carnestly, vehomently that
God would bave morcy opon their child. Just 0, wo may
bring our special wants .nd needs before God , but we
learn farther, that wo must get boyond ourselves and be
unaclfisk in our petitions, wo may, ought, to pray for our
selves and ours, but we must not rest on that—lot our
prayors bo for any whom w0e know nesd God's mercy, bless.
ing and guidanco; thero aro tho sick and weary; there
aro the tecmpted and tried, there are the anxious and
worrind , the prodigals far away “.om their father’s home ,
tho forgetters of God, and there aro those who arc secking
Him-—wo should bear all these in our prayers beforo God
and we should pray for our country. God has givon us a
fair and boautiful home, but hrw much wo nocd tho care
and keeping of God—let us pray for our conntry with all
its interests. The school with whick thc writcr is con-
nocted sometimes sings

¢ Now pray we for our country,
That Canada may be,
Tho holy and tho happy,
And tho gloriously freo ;
That through hor wide Dominion,
Across from soa $o goa,
Hor ohildren may bu'blessoed,
The rightoous snd the free.”
In this is tho hopo of a great fatnre for onr country
INCIDENTAL TRUTES AND TEACKINGS
God will dwell in tho midst of his true worshippors,
Whoro thero is sincero dedication $o God, Ho will accopt
and givo tho true consocration.
Tho wsiblo symbols of tho Divino presonco may bo lack-
ing but tho Lord will really be in the midst of His peoplo.
The teachings of tho last losson ave cstod agnin—
Our bodics living Tomplos of tho living God and should bo
thoroaghly dedicated to Him-, z¢o toxts quoed thara.
Main Lesson.—~Tho dodication of oursclves—who
thon is willing? 1 Chron. 29: 2,



