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ilHad it been left ta aur ardering, we would have
kept aur brother with us for the salie ai bis inînily
<lie wuie and Cave little children wha can sa illy spare
bim ; for the sake af bis parents and persanat fi ienuls
wbo, upon the lave tbey bore hlm, badl bult sO many
hopes (tir the future; for the salie ai the NIissian that
lias met in bis dcain sitch il'eparable lais; for the
sake cf bis assaciles on.1 co-warkers in It, and espe.
cially for the sake oi im, irbam, in a public addreas
hn tbis very temple, lie was pleased ta caîl ('mon
yéntr et bien-aimé~ .èe dans cette teuvre, qui m'est
ùi chtte) 1my venerated and well.beloved (alher in
tbis wcrk, wrhich ta m.e is an dear,' and whose nmantde,
may 1 idd, tue aIl expued would (ail upon aur brothler
IDodds, shauld the founde. of tht M brion be campelled
to lây it amide. ' Blut God's Nvays rr. flot aur ways, nar
His thoughts aur thaughts.' In k bis permissive pro.
ridence against which il is nui iturs to robot, but
around wbich bangs a mystery we cannai fathom ta.
day, aur bcloyed brother bas been cut oif in the prime
of early machoad, ln tht midst ai bis great and in-
crashtg usefultitas.

IlWe, bis assaciates, bis personal iriends, weep about
bis bier. Tbousands in this city ta wham lie bas
ministered ln Christ's namt, rnaurn him wbo bas been
their ftiend, teacher, and spiritual guidt. And thau.

I sads in Great llrituln and America, wha have known
Lim by namt and banaured and lavred but for bis
work's salie, will join tht number af sincere rnaurners
when the sad news of bis death rmaches theni.»

MONTREAL PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE.

OPENING. LECrURL.

Tht Presbytery ai Montreal met an the evening ai
Oct. 4th i Erskine Churcb to induct the Rev. John
Scimger, M.A., into the chair ai Hebrew and Grock
Exegesis in the Presbyterian Callege. A fair audience
was in atteadance, anid at eight o'clock, as tht organist
ptayed a voluntary, eightetn or twenty ministers and
prafessars, including the College Senate, in robes and
regalia, filed in and toali their scats upan tht plat-
fom. Tht Moderator, the Rev. Robert Campbell, of
St. Gabriel Church, presided, and called upon tht
Rev. Mr. Morrison, ai Ormstown, ta ccnduct deva-
tional exercises. Aiter singing, rcading the fourth
chapter ai Ephes;.,s and prayer,

The Moderator introduced tht business af tht
eiening. He rtierred ta the necesa'ity, ever recognized
by that Church,oaian educated ministry. Tht mana-
gers oi Maontreal Callege bad long ince deemned that
more than nitre lecture courses were essential for the
training afi us students, and they attached special
importance ta instructian in the Scriptures in their
original languages. Tht liberality ai tht Church bad!
now enabled them ta establish a professorship cf
Hehrtw and Greeli Exegesis, and Mr. Scrimger bad
been selected ta fi11 tht position. Ht then put the
questions af tht Formula ta Mr. Scrimgtr, and upan
receiving sati5factary replies ta theai, the Maderator,
in the namt of the Lard Jesus Christ, the King and
Head of tht Church, inducted him into the office, and,
followedoc by ait tht members in turm, extended ta the
new-made professeir tht right hand af fellawship. Tht
NIoderatar thon afTered tht induction prayer, alter
which lie procettedd ta address Professor Scrimger
upon bis aew relatians. He had kacun him longer
th" any ai his ca-Presbyters, baving held his firsi
pastorate in Mr. Scrimger's native town, and bis
meady and rapid advance in knowledge. particularly
of tht languages, hadi came under the speaker's per-
soal observation, and ho had aise been one of the
tirst ta welcame him tn the office oi the ministry in
this city. Tht saîisfactory charactor ai his services
as lecîvrer ina tht subjects of which ho was naw made
proiessor, while at the sanie tume attending with
aceptance ta the pastorale af St. josephi street Presby.
terian Church were mentioned ina high ternis, and tht
speaker was confident that, since Mr. Scrxmgeres
whale tint was ta be devoied ta those subjects, bis
ligb attaininents and former experience gave assur-
ance of success. Ia a cemparison he muade between
the respective offices of pastor aund professer, it was
pointed oui that, akthaugh the laite, tiait flot the hightr
digmity, yet it was more impartanit, inasmuch as
mniisterui te catch nien were casier got than those
qualified ta train fashers of men. An illustration of
Dr. Chaliers was quotcd in ibis connectis ta tht
effect tbat the maker cf a machine was mare produc-
tivre than the user ai et, and therefare a praits.-orship
iras cf higher usefuljsess ihani a pastoratc. White flot

presuming ta, instruct tht new praiessor in his spec'ial
fonctions, ho mlght cil! attention ta, sme duties that
did fl recloire tht skull ai a proressor ta discover.
Tht exegetîcal inattmctr was confined ta tht study ai
tht Scriptures-a field wide enaugh fora lufe', efforts,
and yet narrowed within the lida ai tht Bible. White
tht apologetic professer bas te ursderstand ather re-
ligious systenis, and deal witb them, tht exegete must
begîn by assumlng that Gcd is and that iel bas
revealed llimseli in tht Scripturts. Iiis chair was
second te naone in importance, and no cellege was
complete without such .a chair, and the speaker ex-
p'essed tht hope that more expasitary preaching in
tht future would resuit front tht appoinitrient ai Mr.
Scrimger. lis wark as lundamental, God's methoul
hating been prescribed in the prayer af tht Lord,
ISanctaiy theni thiough Thy trulli,» and bis duties Iay

in finding out what tht Spirit saith in the WVord,
regardîcas ai the Babel af outside opinion. Tht pro.
(essor had nat ta try te harmnonize the Scriptures with
:he Churcb's cieed, and tht manly independence af
L ir'. addressed gave assurance ai haneti nterpreta-
lion. On tht ollier hand ho must avoid the worse
extremc oisearcbing for navelties. To decide betweea
con flicting views. ai those who had gant before hlm
would oittn perplex hilm, as tht Bible had drawn
forth an enarmous mass ai commentary literatore.
Tht speaker was persuaded no necessity would ever
arise for reconstructing tht creed ai tht Church from
the diacoveries ai the new professer. Ht reierred to
the intellectual giants-the elect ai England-whe had
framed their Cburch standards, as men whose work
would stand tht strictesi scriptural test. Finally, he
commended Prafessor Scrimger, in apostolic language,
ta Gad and the Word ai lits grace, te make hum, a
workman ateding not ta bc asbamed.

P>rincipal MacVicar at this stage announced that
the work ai the Presbytery was over, and the suc.
ceeding exercises were under tht auspices af tht
College Semate. Ht informed bis audience <bat tht
College,with all tliat rocent munificence had afforded ir,
was not extended beyan-1 ils necessities, as its romai
were ail takeii up and some stodents had ta find
ladgîngs elsewhere. Tht staff, be was glad ta say,
bad been strengtheaed siace last session, and now
comprised four professera, a Dean of Residence, and
lîbrarian, and three lecturers. Tht frienda af tht
College would, ai lis approacbing opeaing, be antici-
pated, realize its additionaî claims as calling for stili
greater munificence. Dean ai Resîdence was a aew
offi"e, tht creation ai which had been approveci by the
Gemerai Assembly, and was very important, embracing
in part the wark ofiinstruction and government ai the
students. For ibis position the Il 'ard had selercd
tht Rev. W. J Dry, M.A., of Spencerville, a gold
medallist 0< MNcGill University, and also in thtotogy.
la addition to a fine callege record in arts and the-
alogy, be breught ta bis new duties, tht valuable
experience ai a sevemi years' successfol pastorale.
Tht Principal thon formally welcamed M r. Dey ta his
aew c ffice, and atterward calledl upan Praiessar
Scrimger ta Jeliver bis inaugural lecture.

Prof. Scrimger ascended the pulpit and annouinceti
bis sub;ect:. "The Praphets and Their Work." Tht
prophetic Scriptures, camprising a fourtht ai tht whole
volume, hc saîd, were unintelligibît ta most readers.
They were abscure frai their paetic structure, and
required moat careful atudy ta bc understaod. Tht
defectiveneas ai the present autharited version
increz-'sed tht abscurity, and he hoped for much
improvemeat in tht approaching revised version. Tht
prophecies we-'- .. ýàtur made difficuit ai comprehien.
sian front tbleir beiag net arranged in chronalogical
order-a &~.ult inherited from tht Hebrew canon, and
impossiblt ta thorooghly rectify, and, even if other-
wise, the present ardr tins sa venerable that il is
doubiul if it would evzr be disturbed. Another dlifi-
culty besctting this departiment ai sacred writ waa
papular misDpprehension ai tht position ai tht
prapheti and their point cf view, tht impression being
gentral that tht chiti abject ai tht praphets was te
predict, and ai tht prophecies ta furnish prani in their
fulfilinent af tht Divint inspiration ai tht Bible. This
was changuug tht prephet's frani and setting thent
against- tht wrong eneniy. Wc have the writiags of
sixteen prophets, whcse lîves cavered a period cf
fiteen hundrtd years; but these -ert anly eminent
unes selected oui ai a large class, for thoe is mention
miade ai cver a hundred prophets beig bld by
Obadiab, ctf o'tr b msdxed collected by Ahab. Thore
ver guilds of theni, and in EfisWas timt they had

ouigTawn their accommodations, althougb the semi.
monstiril inistitutions callcdl the Il ýclools of the
prophets I were flot likcly thcir permanent domiciles.
lsolted prophets, such as Enoch ant Neah, Itveit in
the earmer ages, but tbey were tirt fornied into a
rccognized body by bto>es, wbo appointed sevcnty of
thenm, and were aiterward reorganizcd by Inul.l
their early perioid tha funictions of the prophets com-
priscd ruling and judicial powcrs, which they latrgely
maintaiined until after the establishment of the
Hebrcw monarchy. Indeed, the jiidges werc a 1
prophets, and held their authority from the tact that
the Spirit of thc Lord was upon them, as was evident
(rom thc cabes of Othn iel, Deborah, Gidenn, Jephthi,
and Samson. David and Solomon exhibited pro-
phetic gifts while holding the kangly cilice. Saul's
conflict with the prophets upan matterso ui îte cnded
at list in their success, for the crown at Saul's death
descended ta their nominee. The prophets were
magistrales in the primitive times when such were
advisers as weil as judges, who prevented as weIl as
punished crime. They were educators af the people
in public afflrs-yet flot mere political economists.
They taught fidelity ta Jehovah and obedience to bis
law as the foundation of national ptosperity ; their
teachings neyer ceased t ,have a pelitical bearing,
and they always taok an interest in p-iblîc question s.
That they even tait: ides was apparent from their
support af Jeroboam, but they neyer lost the functions
ai religious teachers, because Hebrew politics titre
baied upon religiaus printiples. The priesthoad
were designed ta be religiaus teachers, and bad the
responsibilities and emolunients cf such, but their
hereditary succession nvolved degeneratian in time,
and they gave more heed ta the ritual than the intot-
lectual lines af duty. Reference was made ta their
liability ta fait int the arts af causistry that always
went band tn hand witts rituaism. The prophets
flourished side by aide with the priests ; they were
preachers without churches, comparable ta the itinc-
rant preachers ai the Middle Ages. and they varied in
numbers accarding ta the spiritual lite af the nation.
The prophets adopted various forms of appeai ta the
people ta catch their attention ; for, white the pric3t
spoke wbethet the people would hear or forbcar, the
business ai the prophets was ta make the people hear.
Therefare, it being always easy ta gain the Car af men
by flattering them, many prophets (cil under that
temptation, yet some were superior to it and boldly
withstaod kings in the naine ai the Lord.

The second division af the lecture dealt with the
supernatural aspect of prophecy. Supern iural mes-
sages had undoubtedly been given, anmd it was natural
ta suppose that the mediums for that purPose should
be selected from among the men wholly devoted to
the statutes and truith of Gud. The new revelations
had mostly been giveni in tinies oi great crisiý;, such as
national defection [rom the service af God and
general corruption, when Gad intervened and armed
ane o< His servants with a special message. Tuere
was always sornething connected with bis rectipt of
the message ta tenable the praphet ta distinguish it
from, the warkings af bis awn mind. In ail cases the
message was in the direct line oi his worlc. A large
portion af prophecy consisted in the denunciations of
sin. Prediction ai the future was largely subsidtary
ta immediate effect upon thase for whom the Divine
message was iatended. The prophecies an the eve
af the captivity we.rc intended as warnings ; those af
judgments upon alter nations taugbt thein that God
reigned. The Messianic praphecies were evidently
*inteaded ta prepare the nation ta recelve the Mâessiab,
whose caming was su pposed ta be near. Ta get at
the aieaxsig af prophecies, il was neccessary ta filid
out what evuls they were intended ta remove. The
praphets daubtias5 spoke for later tîmes ; tbe pria-
ciples underlying theïr utterance-s were evtrLastmig.

The meeting closed by shiing h oaay a
the benedictian frani the Mocertar.

WILLIA'M MORLK? TwEEDIE, the winner af the
Gilchrist scbolarship this year, is the son cf ane ai the
ministers ai the New Brunswick Cantereace.

IN briefly aaticing the presentation ta Mrs. McNabb
two weeks aga, 'we should have said that Mr. McNabb
was also the recipient ofta liberal donation fraîn, iends
at Wocdville. The Beavertan cangregatian, besides
averpaying Mr. McNabb s stipend neaxly twa months,
generousty relicved him for t.hree mantha durig thj
summer, having for that period. secured the servi<...s
of Mr. J. C. Smsiths, wha with ability and acceptanco
occupied the pulpit
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